Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



hYcVox Library 








Duucluiuh CiWlivttim. 



// 



%it 






iJUAM^-Kt.^ -^ftmftiifftfcw 



.<i**'- 



# 



/ 



■^vi-v-; 



ARISTOCRACY, 



OR 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY: 



A NATIONAL TALE. 



>Wkat*a that wMi itrwigMt loioeneA weak aiiad nil« P 
Til prid«, tbt never failing vke of took.* 



DEDICATED, BY PERMISSION, 

TO THE HON. JAMES FENNER, 

LATE GOVEKNOR OF B. I. 

I • ^ V 

BY MRS. C. R. WILLIAMS, 

AUTHOR OF 'RIUGIOK AT HOME, 'TALES NATIONAL AND RET0LUT10NART,'Ac. 



PROVIDENCE: 
PRINTED BY J. KNOWt-BS. 

1832. 




^ ■ ' * ? 






.' •*"• .* • sir 



'-.ft. 



■r. 



Entered, according to act of Congreis, in the year 1882, 

By CaTHARXNB R. WXX.I.IAX8, 

in the ClerkHi Office of the District Court of Rhode-Itland. 



1 " ^ V 



-^^y 



- I " ^ m ^ ip r yi j 



^1^ 



■.'•'i. 



«^1VY0^ 






■: ■ >'. 



>Pft,. 



» 






* 
•i 



•»- . 



* « 



TO 

THE HON. JAMES FENNER, 

LATE GOVERNOR OP RHODE4SLAND, 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE MOST RESPECT- 
FULLY DEDICATED. 

In making tiiis dedication, the author feels as- 
sured she need not inform your Excellency, that 
this tribute of gratitude and respect is not offered 
to the person who has successively held some of 
the most important offices in the gift of his fellow- 
citizens — ^as such; nor is it offered to the man of 
affluence; the motive to which, would militate 
against every principle contended for in the book: 
It is simply dedicated to one of the most active 
and efficient patrons of literature in our State, — 
to one who, when the divisions and distractions 
of PARTY shall cease, will long be gratefully re- 
membered as the friend of science aad of man — 
the promoter of every literary aad benevolent in- 
stitution, of every attempt to enlighten the minds 
and ameliorate the condition of the human family 
at large, and in particular of this his native State. 



ir DEDICATION. 

As the following work has nothing to do with 
the political history of this State, either past oi' 
present, the author feels assured that the benevo- 
lent concern expressed by your Excellency, lest 
* the insertion of your name should make the book 
an object of political animosity,* is unnecessary. 
Should such, however, in any one instance be the 
case, the inconvenience will be very cheerfully 
borne by her who has the honor on this occasion 
of renewing her expressions of highest considera- 
tion and respect. C. R. WILLIAMS. 




PREFACE. 

In piirchsusing a new bode, we cannot expect 
to know the plot beforehand ; but we have a right 
to mqnire mto the moral tendency of the work. 

The aim of the writer in the following ps^es has 
been, to assist in puttmg down those high notions, 
origmatmg^ m pride and a spirit of competition, 
which it is well known is fast ruining a vast num* 
her of fsanilies and individuals in our country. 

It is common among moralists and essayists to 
deplore the increase of luxury and extravagance 
wnong all classes ; but, as yet, the origin of the 
evfl has escaped animadversion ; and if these pa- 
ges shouM do no other good, it is hoped they may 
at least feimish a hint to those who are more com- 
petent to do justice to a very important Subject. 
Should such be the case, the author of the follow- 
ittg tde wffl not have toiled m vam. 



VI PREFACE. 

It is a subject of regret to the writer that the 
facts upon which this story is founded, are of such 
a nature and the characters concerned of such a 
grade in society as necessarily to confine one 
almost exclusively to a certain class of individuals, 
who probably of all others are the most inaccessi- 
ble to reproof. The evil complained of, does not 
— ^would that it did — ^belong to these alone. The 
spirit of aristocracy is as visible among the lower 
order of people as among the higher, while among 
the middling classes it rages to a greater extent 
than with either. The mechanic, who lords it over 
a handful of journeymen and apprentices, com- 
pelling them to adopt all his peculiar tenets in re- 
ligion and politics, and to vote for this man, or that 
man, may have as much of it, as the rich idler, 
who lives at his ease, and looks down upon his 
tenants or manufacturers, as upon beings of an 
inferior order. And the princely magnificence 
which he affects, is not more ruinous or ridiculous, 
than the attempts of his poorer neighbors to vie 
with him m dress, and copy his overbearing and 
offensive manners. A constant desire to exalt 
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ourselves above those whom heaven has made our 
equals, is not peculiar to any one class, or to either 
sex, but to attack it in every quarter is not possi- 
ble in the compass of one volume. 

The author has some fear that the expression 
of political sentiment here, may be offensive to 
some, as it seems to be a prevailing opinion among 
mankind that a woman should know but little of 
politics, and say less ; but if they take the trouble 
to peruse this story to the end, they will see that 
it could not be distinctly understood without refer- 
ence to the political affairs of the day. 

The story occupies a period of eight years, from 
the year 1801 to 1809: and it is believed there 
has never been a period, since the commencement 
of the revolution when party spirit ran higher, 
than during that memorable epoch. The passions 
of men then in a high degree of excitement, have 
since had time to cool, and reason, with a vast 
many has once more resumed her empire. Per- 
sons who were not actuated by sinister motives 
generally, are in amazement when they look back 
to that period and review the causes of contention. 
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12 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

and taxed her invention, to contrive the very best way of 
making their debut in society. Among other inquiries she 
had been tr3dng to ascertain the most fashionable place of 
worship, and understanding there was more of what she 
chose to style the nobilUy frequented T* ■■ ■ Church than 
any other, she immediately determined the place of their 
first public appearance, and persuading her husband to * 
hire an expensive seat in the most sightly part of it, she 
commenced preparations for the ensuing Sa)>bath. 

To do her justice she had a very good taste of her own 
in respect to dress; her arrangement of colors, of girdles, of 
buckles, and rings and bracelets, and in fine, of all the 
frippery of the modem toilet, were as well planned as those 
sort of things can be, and after a week of most laborious 
preparation, the family were at length ready to make 
their first appearance. 

The bell of T Church had nearly done tolling 

when Mrs Holbey, leaning on the arm of her husband, 
ahd leading a procession of three young ladies, and two * 
small boys, brustled into the porch. The elevation of her 
sfnrits however had been somewhat damped by the very 
solemn appearance of the building as she approached it. 

The dark and sombre hue of the walls was not relieved 
by the funeral shade of weeping willows, that all around 
hung their pendant branches over the sleeping dead, 
while the finely chisseled but mouldering monuments be** 
neath, too plainly told the end of earthly glory. The very 
spire, Mrs Holbey protested, 'looked more Uke a monument . 
than a steeple,' nor was the strange feelings awakened 
in her hoBom at all dissipated upon her entrance into the 
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Church, and a kind of shudder crept over her, as she dis- 
covered by the time-worn inscriptions on the marble flags 
beneath, that she was stef^ping over the ^ dust to dust' of 
former ages. The last stroke of the bell was heard e'er 
she gained the pew, and the deep toned organ commenced 
a funeral dirge. Mrs Holbey could scarce tell where she 
was, while the solemn peal echoed through the lofty arches 
and seemed to lose itself in the clouds — then suddenly de- 
scending, some chord in the bass would almost shake the 
building to its centre. The instrument was evidently 
touched by a master's hand, and so absorbed was the wo- 
man of the world (for she wasnot insensible to the charmsof 
music) that she never thought of looking towards the pul- 
pit, until the last note had ceasd to vibrate on her ear. The 
first glance in that direction discovered between the chan- 
cel and the desk the black pall suspended over the remains 
of some fellow being now about to be committed to their 
last home. The surroimding pews hung with black, and 
filled with well dressed mourners, announced the departed 
was of some note ; a deep and unbidden sigh escaped from 
her bosom, while the sentence ^ Sic transit gloria mundV 
involuntarily escaped from the lips of Mr Holbey. The 
lady on his left started, with something of a look of pleased 
sorinise ; this person;we will now introduce to our readers. 
Adelaide Mellville was an orphan, the daughter of Mrs 
Holbe}r's only sister, and committed to her care, and that 
of Mr Holbey, by her parents, who both falling a prey to 
acofitagious disease, died within a short time of each other. 
Mr Mellville would have preferred willing her to his only 
brother then in Europe, but as no correspondence had been 
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14 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

tcept up with him, and they were ignorant of his particular 
feituation, it was thought most advisable to leave her to 
friends nearer home, and with ill judged and indiscreet 
confidence they bequeathed to him at tlie same time their 
whole property without specifying its amount, or requiring 
any kind of pledge that it should be devoted to the main- 
tenance of their orphan child. There were some trifling 
debts to pay, and as in all cases of sudden death, the proj}- 
erty was left in some confusion, but Mr Holbey, sole exe- 
cutor of the will, set himself most earnesily to work to set- 
tle the estate, the amoimt of which he declared to be little 
or nothing, and that he considered it bringing up Adelaide 
upon charity to take her into his family and educate her 
with his daughters, but as she was so dcjsolate, and besides 
nearly related it should be done. This of course did not 

blind the inhabitants of the town of , who knew that 

Mr. Mellville began the world with a decent property, and 
that he had been remarkably prudent and industrious in 
his business, never engaging in any rash speculations 
whereby he could have encumbered his estate. 

Poor Adelaide had now been some years in the family, 
and compelled as they made her believe, to eat the bread 
of dependence, though she in reality was the only person 
imposed upon. Nor were there wanting persons to insin- 
uate as much to the orphan, and to advise her to have the 
matter of the Will investigated, and ascertain whether her 
father, who was constantly delirious during the last days 
of his life, was competent to make a will. But whether 
she had too high an opinion of her adopted parents to be- 
ieve them 'capable of such flagitious conduct, or whether 
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THE HOLBEYiFAMILY. 15 

she fecured to make an attempt, which might prove abor- 
tive, and have only a tendency to incense her guardians, 
she turned a deaf ear to all such insiimations, and contin- 
ued her life of mortification and passive obedience. 

Adelaide Mellville was no common character, although 
site might appear in some things to lack worldly wisdom : 
lier mind was of a superior order, and havmg availed her- 
self of every means of information within her power, she 
was, though only fifteen, remarkably well infoiTned. Her 
man ners were not showy, but lady-like and bccomin g. As 
to her person, it was about tlie middling height, graceful, 
but not remarkably elegant. Her countenance had that 
peculiar charm denominated 'sweetness of expression,' 
and though iiidicative of youth and health, was nQt par- 
ticularly indebted to regular features, or a dazzling com- 
plexion ; she had not the superior height, or slender waist 
of Miss Emeline Matilda Charlotta, her eldest cousin, nor 
tlie bewitching graces and languisliing looks of the 
yoimger, Augusta Sophia Willelmina, both artificial char- 
acters, perfect automatons. 

While the mother aiid daughters were * sadly wearied,' 
as they expressed it, upon their first visit to the Church, 
their fair cousin enjoyed a season of repose which her heart 
had long sighed for. She perceived her cousins experienced 
a melancholy disappointment in not being stared at, and 
most awkwardly situated in being entirely unacquainted 
with the service, and wondered her aunt had no.t chosen 
to go where she must have felt herself more at home, and 
the simple foim of worship was familiar to her ; but she 
beraelf inwardly rejoiced at the strange decision, as she felt 
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16 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

every word to be in iinipon with her feelings, and the close 
attention paid to the service she felt must have a happier 
influence than the custom of standing and staring about. 
The service was read by a young and very elegant looking 
man, but the sermon was from an aged clergyman, who 
looked as though he had almost survived the period when 
mortal hopes or mortal fears animate the breast. The 
family of Mr Holbey retired from the house of God with 
the mortifying conviction that not a single human being 
had observed them, and according to what they supposed 
fashion, absented themselves in the afternoon, as Mrs 
Holbey had been told the haul ton never rose from table 
until four o'clock. 

Adelaide, gratified by her morning^s attendance, entrea- 
ted permission to leave the dinner-table and occupy the 
pew in the afternoon, a request which was readily granted, 
as Mrs Holbey observed after her departure, ^she thought 
it best there should be some distinction between the girls, 
and she did not know but this was as good a way to shew 
it as any other, for there would be none but devotees in 
Church in the afternoon. Her niece, however, had the 
satisfaction of hearing an excellent discourse from the 
young clergyman who read the service in the morning, 
delivered too, with much spirit and animation. She wish- 
ed much to have been able to join in the service, and in- 
effectually sought to find it, when a fair hand was gently 
laid on the book, and turned to the place ; and in singing 
she stood up with the congregation, though imable to turn 
to the h}rmn, the same hand removed the book and sul>i 
stituted another, which enabled her to join in the song of 
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praise. She had a voice of great compass, and most me- 
lodious sweetness, and it chimed so well with that of her 
unknown friend, one would have thought them both pro- 
ceeding from the same person. 

When the congregation were dismissed Adelaide turned 
round to exchange the book, and her grateful and expres- 
sive glance met one of equal intelligence from one who 
wore the loveliest countenance she thought she had ever 
beheld. She watched the receding form of the stranger, 
until finding herself almost alone, she slowly left, and 
sought her desert of a home^ 



CHAPTER IL 

* Oh momentary grace of mortal men, 

Which we more hunt for — ^than the grace of God!* 

Upon reaching street, Adelaide found the family 

engaged in listening to a new Flay, which Mrs Holbey 
was reading aloud, and which her fair daughters protested 
they meant to see in the course of the week. Adelaide 
retired to her room after obtaining permission to take a 
book from her uncle*s library, here she selected Hervey's 
Meditations, and with that and her Bible, passed a tranquil 
evening. 

While sitting at brealdast next morning, for the first 
time Mrs Holbey thought to inquire * how her niece en- 
joyed herself at Church the preceding afternoon V 

2* 
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* Much better than in the morning,' was the reply.' * 
understood the service then, from having the places fbun 
me.' 

* Then some antiquated devotee was kind enough t 
take you under her special protection, I understand ther 
are no others out in the afternoon,' 

* They must have an overflowing majority of that clas 
then,* retorted her niece. * I did not perceive any diminu 
tion in number. The lady who was so kind as to asais 
me was young, and had the most beautiful face I ever be 
held,' 

* Really,' said her aunt„ * well I doubt not there ar 
yoimg devotee's as well as old ones, and by and by ther 
may be a pair of you.' This was followed by a lou< 
laugh, in which she was joined by the young ladies. 

* Well for my part,' said Mr Holbey, for the first tim< 
joining in the conversation, * I see nothing more than com 
mon politeness in it ; I wish some of the gentlemen ha< 
been as civil to me.' 

In a populous city Mrs. HoUey soon discovered th( 
Church was no place for display, certainly not to mak( 
acquaintance in, and her invention was upon the rack t< 
contrive some other method. Her eldest daughter waj 
too tall to send to school, but the youngest she resolved U 
send to a boarding school hard by, where she understooc 
the daughters of some of the most affluent and influentia 
persons in the city were educating. Having by dint o 
persevering inquiry learnt sometliing of the habits anc 
regulations of the school, and that the Principal was { 
person very accessible to flattery^ she commenced opera 
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On the ensuing Saturday, (the only day in the week in 
which the Preceptress received calls to herself,) Mrs. Hol- 
ley, and her two daughters elegantly dressed, stepped into 
a hackney coach and proceeded to the school, though it 
was only at the end of the street in which they Uved. Af- 
ter being announced, she was ushered into the little parlor 

where madame S received her visitors. Here the 

lofty Mrs Holbey commenced by informing that lady, ^she 
had been some time inquiring for the most accomplished 
instructress in the city : that she understood besides there 
was none but childien of the first families admitted, which 
was certainly the greatest recommendation, as she could 
not consent to her daughter's mixing in society that one 
knew nothing of, and entirely out of their line — that her 
husband and herself would be grieved to have them ac- 
quire vulgar notions, unsuitcd to their rank in life, but she 
felt persuaded there would be no danger here, and that 
they could have no fairer model to form their manners af- 
ter than their amiable Preceptress.' That amiable charaC" 
ter was entirely overpowered, and cmtseying to the very 
ground, she returned her acknowledgments for the com- 
pliment, and promised every thing in her power towards 
the promotion of the young lady. She had penetration 
sufficient to understand what was required of her, and felt 
no scruples at pushing a young lady into the really respect- 
able circle that generally composed her school, of whose 
family, habits of life, and even moral character she was 
(Kofoundly ignorant. Her payments >^were made in ad- 
vene^" which terms were cheeriully complied with by 
Mm. Hdlej, and a present of a liaxidaome \^\^ x^^v^ 
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for any little extra trouble the new scholar might occasion 
during the first quarter, completed the contract, and Au-' 
gusta was soon settled in her new quarters with a perfect 
understanding between mother and governess. 

At the school of Mrs. S Augusta was introduced 

to the young ladies as the child of wealthy and most re- 
spectabe parents, and the young ladies were particularly 
requested to shew her every attention and be strictly care- 
ful of their manners before her, as her parents were exceed- 
ingly strict, and her mother one of the most elegant and 
accomplished women in the country. This, joined to the 
rich wardrobe and costly ornaments of Augusta, carried 
the point. Children are generally taken with gewgaws, 
but tliis was not all. Augusta, who was very artful, soon 
discovered many of the ladies had pious parents, and she 
counterfeited so well, that they soon believed her and her 
parents models of piety, and she soon had invitations to 
visit the misses at home, and they in turn visited her, her 
sister of course was often included in these invitations. 
The couitesy of Mrs Holbey towards her young guests, 
so gained upon them, that at length some of the parents of 
the scholars were induced to call on her, and thus a sys- 
tem of visiting was commenced which caused Mrs Holbey 
to congratulate herself more than once upon her talents 
for conducting a seige. 

Now it may be supposed that Mr Holbey was immense- 
ly rich, or his lady could not have afforded the expense of 
pushing into fashionable life at so dear a rate. To correct 
such a mistake, we will just state that his income was 
a very moderate one. He had inherited a small estate 
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from his Mher, and to that had joined the proceeds of the 
goods and chattels of the deceased Mr MellyiUe, and both 
had been augmented by a laborious attention to business. 
He had now for some years given up trade, and been a 
Justice of Peace, and held sundry lucrative offices, all of 
which, to use the language of his neighbors, * he made the 
most ofJ* His present business, whatever it was, was 
rather uncertain in its rewards and emoluments, and de- 
pended something upon the success of the object for which 
he was employed to labor — of that bye and bye. 

To industry and perseverance, Mr Holbey joined econ- 
omy the most rigid, and had a real help-mate in his ac- 
complished wife, who managed their family expenses so 
well, as to be able to make a great show at a very moder- 
ate expense. To tell how this was done, we fear we 
riiould be obliged to disclose some of the secrets of high 
life, but as our history could not be so well understood 
without going somewhat into the minutia, and as their 
disclosure may possibly benefit some aspiring individual 
who has long sought this philosopher's stone we trust we 
shall be excused. 

First, then, Mrs Holbey had but one servant at this 
time, and that was a yoimg simple being, whom she had 
taken in childhood and trained to her purposes. This girl 
of course performed all the drudgery of the family, though 
under the eye of her mistress, who was necessarily obliged 
to pass some of her time in domestic business. Their la- 
bor as respected cooking, was much less than one would 
have supposed frcMn the size of the family, «ince the plain- 
est and cheapest kind of food alone fouud lUe \7^.^ Vq v\\^\\ 
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table, except when they chose to make a display, and then 
nothing in our country at least could exceed the profu- 
sion and apparent prodigality with which their table was 
decked. 

The fashion of permitting one to stand at the door an 
hour after ringing the bell, or lifting the knocker, before 
the appearance of a servant, (a fashion probably instituted 
among needy nobility or ruined bankrupts, in order to 
ascertain before admission, whether their visitors were 
sheriffs,) had just come up, and being the very height of 
ton, was of course immediately followed by Mrs Holbey ; 
in fact notlung could have been more convenient in their 
establishment, as it gave their one servant the opportunity 
to put on shoes and a clean apron, and appear at the door 
as a tidy waiting girl ; while that of obliging the visitor to 
wait in the drawing room an equal length of time before 
the appearance of the lady of the house, was equally con- 
venient, it allowed time to change the dress completely, 
and even adjust the looks, which madam Holbey never 
forgot to do, though it sometimes puzzled her judgment to 
decide which of her faces to put on. She wished to appear 
graceful, fascinating, condescending, and what was rather 
hard, to appear at the same time exceedingly dignified. 
The lady herself was aware of the difficulty, and had at 
length wisely resolved to wear but one face at a time, but 
which to adopt as the desideratum was now the question ; 
she could not always be quite certain of the quality of her 
guests, and to put on airs of condescension to persons ex- 
alted above her, by the majesty of wealth or station, or 
vice versa, would have been a sort of bungUng^ attended 
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D^ith serious consequences. To prevent an evil of this sort 
she usually reconnoitered her expecting guests through a 
port-hohy and judging of their quaUty by their dress, and 
the degree of attention bestowed .upon her superbly orna- 
mented drawing-room, would regulate her features and 
address accordingly : It is true that after all this precau- 
tion she would sometimes fall into most laughable mis- 
takes, but even then she would recover herself with such 
singular adroitness that a stranger would be unable to say 
whether it was accident or design. 

It would require more than one volume to describe the 
various arts by which the ttolbey's attained their end, suf- 
fice it to say they at length succeeded in making their 
way into fashionable life, and alas ! were but little happier 
after all. The bare admission into a circle where they 
could command no influence, was unable of itself to satis- 
fy the ambition of Mrs Holbey or her daughters, whose 
souls panted for a distinction they were never destined to 
attain. As to poor Adelaide she was but a spectator, be- 
ing but rarely permitted to visit with the family and quite 
neglected in their fashionable parties. Her aunt had taken 
pains to persuade her guests ^ that she was a dull moping 
creature, smd enierieiiued strange notions of tfdngs.^ She did 
not dress in the style of her fashionable cousins, and Mrs 
Holbey excused her by 8a3dng that ^Adelaide did not think 
it proper for a person in a state of dependence to dress 
much,* thereby giving herself an opportunity to expatiate 
upon her own generosity in protecting the hapless orphan ; 
though she at the same time protested ^ she deserved no 
credit on that score, as her conscience told her she was 
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injuring the- girl, and putting notions into her head incom« 
patible with her situation in Ufe.' This invidious remark 
was often repeated, aside from her niece, to whom it was 
no grief to be neglected by the fashionable world, as they 
were for the most pait as httle adapted to her taste as she 
was to theirs. 

Though the world's neglect had no share in afflicting 
Adelaide, yet she had a cause of uneasiness that pained 
her more than she dared to allow to her aunt, who some^ 
times questioned her slightly on the subject, and that was 
the iiicreasing ill humor of her Guardian, accustomed at 
all times to starts of rage, it had now settled down into 
confimied peevishness ; every thing irritated him, notliing 
pleased or appeared to give even momentary satisfaction 
at homey though he still continued to wear in company the 
same simpering smile of apparent good humor. His niece, 
who was often left at home to make his tea, when he de- 
clined making one in their parties of pleasure, felt more 
than any one the increasing bitterness of his temper ; she 
could often hear him walking his room in much agitation, 
swearing, and uttering imprecations that shocked her, and 
sometimes 'even excited her fears for his intellects. 

But if the occasional violence and almost constant 
peevishness of Mr Holbey were terrifying, his fits of mo- 
roseness and gloomy abstraction were still more so. Some- 
times he would sit for an hour without speaking, while his 
lowering brow and clenched hand seemed to say he was 
contemplating some deed of desperation. Adelaide thought 
it prudent to say but little on the subject to hef aunt ; to 
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her uncle himself she ventured once in very mild terms to 
hint, * she feared that something unusual disturbed him,* 
and received for answer — 

*Well, suppose it is so— what could you do forme? 
What do you know about poHtics? The asperity with 
which this interrogation was made, frightened poor Ade- 
laide from ever renewing the subject. 

The horror which Mrs Holbey protested she felt, upon 
her first, visit to the Church, soon wore off, but she never 
could really lifee it, and always lamented they had taken 
a seat in so gloomy a place, and soon besieged her hus- 
band to relinquish it, and go to another. But in this he 
for once asserted his independence by saying — 

' You had your choice, madam — nothing could suit you 
but the most expensive seat in the most expensive building, 
and I shall not be at the trouble to hire another.' Mrs 
Holbey was constrained to submit in silence, but she sel- 
dom after this went out on the Sabbath, except to walk at 
the close of the day on the Battery. Adelaide meanwhile 
coDtinued her attendance on public worship, where she 
gradually commenced an acquaintance with the amiable 

and pious Miss E , her next neighbor, who was so 

much pleased with her meek and humble deportment in 
the house of prayer, that she at length introduced herself 
to the fair orphan, and solicited her acquaintance. Most 
gladly was the invitation accepted by one who felt herself 
80 utterly destitute of female sympathy. Miss E re- 
quested her to pass a day with her during the week. 

To gain her aunt's permission to visit Miss E her 

niece feared would be difficult, as she kept her so much 

3 
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confined at home ; but she ventured to make the applico 
tion, and putting her friend's card into her hand, requester 
l^ermission to visit her on that day. 

* Most certainly I shall not permit my niece to visit j 
family of whom I have not the remotest knowledge,' wa 
the reply — * who knows, madam, but you may have picke« 
up some veiy low acquaintance 1' 

* Low acquaintance,' repeated Mr Holbey, * it is not i 
very low name — ^let me see the card ;' he took it fron 
the hand of liis wife, who really trembled with ill represser 
rage. 

' You are very much mistaken madam — the E— — 
family are among the very first in the city, a most ancien 
family, and immensely rich.' The countenance of Mr 
Holl^ey imdenvent a considerable alteration for the nex 
three minutes, at length she inquired, * if there were an; 
sons in the family V 

Adelaide had observed several times a most strikinj 
likeness in the countenance of the young Clergyman wb 

occasionally oflSciatcd at church, and Miss E , and tli 

question for a moment confused her, and she faintly an 
swered ' not that she knew of.' 

A loud knock at the door immediately interested th< 
attention of the ladies, and the next moment the identica 
young Clergyman was ushered into the drawing-room 
With inimitable grace he immediately walked to Mr Hd 
bey and| shaking hands with liim, introduced himself a 

Mr E . Mr Holbey in his turn introduced him to hi 

wife and daughters, with two or three young ladies wh( 
were visiting them. The young man kept turning hi 
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eyes from one to another in some confiasion, until Mr Hol- 
bey taking a hand of Adelaide drew her from behind her 
aunt's chair, where she had taken refuge from the scornful 
and upbraiding looks of that lady. 

' My niece, sir, I presiune you are acquainted with.' 

* No, sir, I am not,' answered the Clergyman, standing 
and surveying Adelaide with a look of undisguised pleas- 
ure, ' I have not that pleasure — I merely came as a mes- 
senger, or ratlicr as a substitute for my sister, who is so 
happy as to have become acquainted with Miss xdellville. 
Eliza does not visit at present, being confined by the indis- 
jKjsition of my father, and she entreats the favour of your 
niece's company, to pass the day socially at our house.' 

Mr Holbey bowed his assent to the ground, and turuing 
to Adelaide, bade her go and get ready. 

I'lie ungracious looks of Mrs Holbey, and the dark and 
withering glance directed at her niece as she left the rooui, 
was not unobserved by her guests, and the conc^lusion was 
not a flattering one. The second daughter observed it, 
and inwardly regretted her mother should have dropped 
the mask so very inopportunely. 



« 
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CHAPTER HL 

' With what a majesty he bears himself.' 

ShakspearC' 

The caniage that conveyed Adelaide and her clerical 
beau, after passing through several streets to a considera- 
ble distance, at length stopped bcfove an ancient gate-way 
whorfc heavy carved work reminded one of otiier coun- 
tries. Over tlie huge gate, which was of wrouglit iron, 
was suspended a large lanthom surmounted by a coat of 
arms, whicli, though not carved witfi remarkable neat- 
ncrfs and now much defaced,, attested by its once si)lcndi(I 
I)earing9 the high rank of the family whose name it was 
intended to peipetuate. The building within the enclosure 
of dark brick, and immense thickness of walls, correspond- 
ed with the entrance : an air of gloomy grandeur seemed 
to pervade the whole establisliment, and as Adelaide 
passed through the folding-^oor and up the spacious entr}', 
a feeling of awe involuntarily came over her, and she felt 
as though about to appear in the presence of some superior 
being. Nor was the feeling lessened when received by her 
fair friend at the door of the sitting-room, she was led «p 
to the master of the mansion to undergo the ceremony of 
hitroduction. 

The venerable figure that occupied the liigh-backed 
chair in the corner, corresponded with all Adelaide's ideas 
of royalty. The majestic height of his person astonished 
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her, being several inches taller than any one she had ever 
seen before. With a faint smile he extended his hand to 
welcome his daughter's friend, who absolutely felt her's 
tremble in his pressure, and she thought as she ventured 
from time to time to steal a glace at him, she should never 
be able to describe the unearthly look which he wore, for 
he was evidently on the confines of mortality, besides 
which she could not but draw comparisons between the 
dignity of deportment confened by nature and confirmed 
by education, to that assumed importance, which of all 
Mrs Holbey's disagreeables, disgusted her the most. 

The day passed most delightfully to Adelaide ; the re- 
straint she felt at first gradually wore off, and she became 
social and agreeable. The old gentleman, as he listened 
to her artless remarks and unsophisticated language, could 
not but secretly compliment his daughter's discernment. 

Mr E had been a patriot and a soldier during our 

revolutionary struggle, and he could not converse long 
with any one without adverting to a subject, wliicli of all 
others except oncy interested him most. The subject of 
our National Independence was one that always aroused 
the attention, and almost absorbed the faculties of liis 
youthful guest, and the judicious remarks which she made 
from time to time upon subjects which do not usually en- 
gage the attention of females, perfectly charmed her audi- 
tors. She was well read in the histoiy of her country, and 
her fine memory readily retained every thing interesting 
to her feelhigs. In childhood she had often been seated 
ion the knee of her grand-father Mellville, and heard liim 

3* 
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recount the exploits of himself and Ids regiment. He had 
been an officer in the service, and the affection of his Httle 
giand-daughter treasured up every word she ever heard 
him utter. Years had passed since he was numbered vnih 
the clods of the valley, but the impression left on her mind 
was but as of yesterday. 

Though an advocate for liberty and equality, and one 
who had risked'his life ui the service of the Republic, yet 

it was easy to discern the elder Mr E was one who 

valued himself upon the distinctions of blood. Descended 
from an ancient and honorable family in England, and 
always accustome'd to genteel and well educated society, 
it sometimes went strangely against his feelings to mingle 
with the motley multitude that the chances of life threw 
him among, in fact he had very nearly come to the con- 
clusion that there was andought to be, two distinct class- 
ics in society, viz., the well-born and well-bred, and the 
low-born and vulgar. There was one thing, however, at 
this time that rather tempered his feelings on this subject. 
He had become a warm partizan of Mr Jefferson in op- 
|>o8ition to the administration of Mr Adams ; personal in- 
tercourse with both these gentlemen in former days, had 
given him an insight into their respective characters, and 
he had hailed with delight the prospect of exalting his 
favorite candidate. He was aware that the sentiments of 
the new administration (for Mr Jefferson had just gone 
into office,) were diametrically opposed to his own aristo- 
cratic notions, and to be consistent, he labored as much as 
possible to keep them in the back groimd, nevertheless 
tliey would sometimes peep out^ 
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Mr E , with the inconsistency we have mentioned, 

was yet a sterling character, a man of perfect integrity and 
great firmness of purpose : there was nothing vacillating 
about him ; no wavering, no compromising with princi- 
ples ; whatever cause he espoused, he was sure to stand 
by in the worst of times. His heart or purpose never fail- 
ed him ; tliis had acquired him the character of obstinacy, 
though in private life he was known to be ejfceedingly in- 
dulgent and yielding. He was always communicative 
and intelligent, and liis insight into the politics of the day 
was only exceeded by his penetration of the human char- 
acter. 

During the day Adelaide, who was walking round to 
examine some drawings, and in particular, an old fashion- 
ed picture of the storming of Quebec, empanneled in the 
mantel-piece, happened to cast her eyes upon a plat of the 
city of Washington ; after examining it for some time, she 
said with a sigh— 

' I should like to have been there at the inausriuation of 
the new President.' 

The countenance Of Mr E brightened. * Then,' 

said he, * you are one of his friends and admirers I sup- 
pose.'- Adelaide stopped confused, a deep blush over- 
spread her face, which increased to crimson, upon per- 
ceiving the young Clergyman had dropped the newspaper 
he was examining, and fixed his eyes upon her with a 
most interrogative look. 

^ Why I really do not know what to say,' she answered, 
• I was merely thinking of the splendor of the spectacle, 
bis character is comparatively but Uttle known yet-~ 



82 / ARISTOCRACY, OR 

and I — I cannot possibly be supposed to know much of 
politics.' 

*Not known, not known,* repeated Mr E *the 

writer of the Declaration of Independence — the ' 

* Pardon me,* said Adelaide, ^ I know hut very little of 
him ; I have been in the way of hearing much said of 
the new administration, but by its enemies only.' 

* By some* proud aristocrats like me perhaps, loth to 
give up the distinctions of rank, and to become plain citi- 
zens.' 

'No, I believe,' said Adelaide, with a smile, Hhe persons 
to whom I allude had no such distinctions to relinquish.' 

*They had high oflices in the State to lose perhaps,^ 

continued Mr E y * and that amomits to about as 

much.' 

' I believe not,' said Adelaide, (starting at the moment 
for fear she was in some way committing her friends,) my 
uncle has not lately held any office, no high one at any 
time.' 

* Very likely, very lilcely,* said Mr E , * I am not 

ignorant that some of the most violent aristocrats we have 
in the country have no distinctions to give up, and can 
have none to hope for except the distinction of wealth. It 
is the aristocracy of wealth alone they aim to establish. 
Now of all the sources of distinction this certailily is the 
TOOQi ridiculous, since the slave to-day may be the master 
to-morrow.* 

* And for that very reason,* said the son, (for the first 
time taking part in the conversation,) ' the most inoflfen- 
dve. The oppression of the rich man is at best of short 
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duration, since property is continually changing masters/ 

* You are entiiely mistaicen in the inference, my son,' 

retorted Mr E -, ' the knowledge that distinction may 

prove short lived, only operates to make it more intolera- 
ble. There is^ something in the human lieart that resists 
the oppression of wealth in a peculiar manner, and many 
persons, who would yield to the superiority of tiiose wIk) 

f 

claimed precedence on account of their birth and breeding, 
would deny the right of wealth to exact respect, and con- 
sider all pretensions on that score as usurpation. The in- 
solence of wealth is even more obnoxious than the prover- 
bial: insolence of office, and both harder to be conceded to 
than that of rank.' 

* I cannot conceive of that,' said Adelaide, 'since riclies, 
though like all earthly things, transitory, have yet sonic 
eubstance to them, " rank we know is a phantom, honor a 
bubble ;" riches at least have a tangible form, and may 
be made subservient to our comforts, but what blood has 
helped any one ? For my part I caimot conceive of any 
one being entitled to more respect for being the son of n 
gentleman,' 

* Well done, my little republican philosopher,' said the 
da gentleman laughing, ' but as I am determined to make 
you understand .iAe> I want your particular attention 
while I tell you why they are entitled to more respect. 

You know that intellectual acquirements and refinement 
of mind and manners does entitle the possessor to respect. 
Toung as you are, you cannot be insensible to the factj, that 
next to religion, there is nothing that has .operated so ben« 
eficially in restraining vice,, as the progress of refinement. 
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Statesmen^ her grealost Philosophers ; no cahiranics can 
or will deter him fioni the steady course he is pursuing 
for the public good ; no caballing or intriguing alter his 
|3urposcs in the least ; and the benefits whicli his adminis- 
tration will procure for the country I doubt not will be felt 
and appreciated by very remote generations.' 

* There are those,' said Sidney, suddenly rousing from 
a fit of abstraction, and abruptly taking a part in the con- 
versation, * there are those who at this very moment I ap- 
jwehend are plotting conspiracies that will as surely fall 
and bury them in its ruins as other natural effect follows 
its cause' — ^lie turned an hiquisitive eye upon Adelaide, 
but she answered not ; the color came and went in quick 
succession ; she might have said wilb Hamlet's ghost, 
" But that I am forbid to tell the secrets of my prison- 
house, I could a tale unfold " — whatever she had thought 
before, a new light now broke upon her mind, and the 
views it gave her were painful and alarming ; Sidney ob- 
served her look of gloom and abstraction, and suddenly 
rising said — 

* We tire Miss Mellville — come ladies accept my arm, 
and take a walk in the garden ; you have not seen our 
garden, yet, ' Adelaide — I beg your pardon — Miss Mell- 
ville.' 

* Oil, call me Adelaide, by all means,' said she, ' I love 
to be called so by my friends.' 

*Then I will never call you by any other,' said Sidney, 
' I love to address my friends without ceremony.' 

They walked in the garden until sun-down, when Eliza 
entreated her brother to go in, saying the evening air would 



I 
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increase his cough. Adelaide now discovered for the first 
time, that the interesting young Clergyman was an inva- 
lid, and the dry hacking cough which now began to 
trouble him at the close of day, compelled her to beUeve a 
confirmed one. A pang shot through her bosom that al- 
most rent her heart asunder ; it was in. vain she reasoned 
and struggled against the agonizing apprehension of Sid- 
Bey's approaching dissolution ; in vain she repeated to her- 
self 'he is but the acquaintance of a day,' tears repeatedly 
forced themselves to her eyes, and it was only by the great- 
est self-command that she swallowed the rising sob of 
emotioEL Yet Adelaide had not the most distant thought 
of loviiig Sidney E other than as a friend and spirit- 
ual teacher, and the brother of Eliza. She had for the 
most part sat under his preaching through the past winter, 
and she considered it a means of having eulightened her 
mind in spiritual things, and though she was profoundly 
ignorant of the phrases used to express a change of heart 
jet it is certain her mind had during that period received 
a lasting bias, and that the things of time and eternity had 
since looked entirely different. Whoever takes the trouble 
to peruse Ihe history of her eventful. life to the period to 
which we have brought it, will be convinced that nothing 
but divine grace could have' supported so young a sufferer 
through such singular trials. 

Adelaide felt her obligations to Sidney E as a means 

of enlightening her mind, and strengthening her in the 
path of duty. There had been times when the painful 
fedings occasioned by her .peculiar situation in the fiunily 
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where Providence had placed her, almost amounted to' 
Impatience, and the feelings of her heart towards those 
who continued hourly to annoy her, and lacerate her feel- 
ings, almost to aversion. Against these natural infirmi- 
ties, the man of God had set forth the prohibitions of the 
Grospel, and could he have been acquainted with her situ- 
dXioa in every painful particular, (as Adelaide sometimes 
fancied he was by intuition,) he could not have addressed 
her more to the pmpose. This will not appear surpising 
to any one at all acquainted with this subject ; they know 
that no person ever was benefitted by preaching until they 
could take, some part of it to themselves, and that they 
very often fancy it really addressed to them, and that their 
individual case is the whole aim of the preacher's dis- 
course ; but to return, she became entirely resigned, to her 
situation^ and feeling convinced that her heavenly Father 
had for some wise purpose determined the place of her 
balatation, resolved to abide patiently by the decision until 
it should please Him to remove her, and to consider those 
who were so regardless of her feelings, as instruments i^p- 
pcHnted for her correction or sanctification. She longed 
to express her gratitude to Sidney as being the instrument 
of promoting such a happy state of feeling, but diffidence 
prevented her ; now, however, that she was aware oi his 
declining state of health, she determined to sieze the fest 
favorable opportunity ; none offered this time, though he 
persisted iii escorting her safe home in the carriage. That 
day week was fixed on for another visit, and she felt 
die should almost count the hours until the day came 
round. 
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Upon reaching her aunt's parlor Adelaide found herself 
surrounded by a gay set of her cousins' acquaintance, who 
evidently treated her with more attention than they had 
ever done before. 

* Who saw you home T said Mrs Holbey, with one of 
her disagieably inquisitive looks. 

* Mr E ,' said the conscious Adelaide, and her cheek 

was instantly suffused with blushes. 

' Oh !' said one of the giddy girls, * so you are to be a 
Parson's lady — your servant, ma'am,' rising and making 
a low curtsey. Many other witticisms followed from her 
cousins, which drew forth loud and repeated bursts of 
laughter from the company ; at length Adelaide ventured 
to put in a word. 

' As respects Mr. E , I am afraid no one will have 

that honor speedily, he is a confirmed invalid, and if he 
lives through the summer, (she felt herself shudder,) will 
leave this country in the autumn for a wanner climate. 

Thii3 remark seemed to finish the discussion, and the 
object of suph ill-timed raillery gladly availed herself of 
the plea of fatigue to retiie to bed ; it was not to repose 
though; the incidents of the past day and the conversation 

at Mr E ^'s, continued to agitate her through an almost 

sleepless night. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

* So fades the lovely blooming flower» 
Frail smiling solace of an hour.* 



Of all the subjects of affliction in this world of trial, there 
is none perhaps that more deserves our pity (among those 
whose sorrows are purely sentimental) than the person 
whose affections are placed upon a being daily and hourly 
fading before them like the drooping flower, and gradually 
hastening to that * bourne from which no traveller returns.' 
Many a young heart has been broken by this sorrow, while 
the world knew not of it — ^many a reputed misanthrope 
who has been accused of the want of human feeling, has 
deeply felt on this subject — ^thcy once perhaps felt that 
all their joys, hopes, expectations and anticipations were 
over, and aftei: that felt not again forever. There is a 
feeling about the heart whose hopes have been withered 
in the bud, unequalled by any other pang the world ctxn 
have in store. 

To wander forth in the damp air of midnight, and steal 
to the lonely grave, or * clasp the cold urn of her he loved,' 
has often been the sole enjo}Tnent of many whom the 
world has considered invulnerable to sorrow, as cold, un- 
feeling, and insensible. The stone that covered all their 
joys reveals not the secret," and many a sufferer of this de- 
scription has gradually sunk into the grave, and followed 
the beloved shade to the land unknown, \^'ithoutthe cause 
even being suspected. 
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It was not Icmg hetoxe the susceptiUe Adelaide became 
acquainted with the real-state of her h^urt. And here^ 
perhaps, we may blame and accuse her of indulging a mor- 
\Ad sensibility, and reflect upon her prudence in not exer- 
cising the very superior strength of mind with which she 
was gifted. But why accuse her 1 The human heart is 
destined to love once, if no more, and it is in youth ahxie 
that we are capable of imbibing this sentiment ; by long 
intercourse with the world the heart becomes cicatrized 
and is no longer liable to such impressions ; say what we 
will, it is not posdble to faU in love^ as the phrase is, after 
thirty; interest, convenience, various motives may de- 
termine pecqple to marry after this, and there may be some- 
thing of a preference foimded in reason, but as to love, the 
thing is impossible ; but to return. 

Adelaide again and again repeated her visits ; some- 
times Ae would resolve to go less, but then how could she 
be so barbarous, her presence was so very acceptable to 
lather and son, and so almost indispensable to the daugh- 
ter, and she continued the dangerous indulgence. She 
had assumed courage to tell the son the effect of his 
preaching on her mind, and added to other ties he now 
considered her as his child in the GrospeL She had receiv- 
ed with him the holy communion, and been made amem- 
ber of the church where he occasionally ministered ; his 
dqportm^Qt towards her was such as a brother's might 
hav^been, and such qs became a dying Christian too; con- 
vinced in his own mind that his time would be short, he 
labcnred to employ the few fleeting hours left him, in the 

4* 
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service of his heavenly Master. To strengthen the faith> 
instruct the judgment, and direct the principles of Ade- 
laide was a favorite employment of Sidney, and such was 
the situation of his mind during the summer, that he never 
suspected the state of her's until towards the close of it. 
When the time drew ne€ur to make preparations for the 
voyage, he observed the subject disturbed her, and when 
he kindly took her hand, and observed ^ that Christians 
should not sorrow a3 others at earthly separations^ because 
they were sure of meeting again in Heaven,' he felt it 
tremble, and snatching it away, she covered her &cejand 
sobbed with violence* ^ Ah me ! this surely is the bitterest 
of all,' exclaimed Sidney, rising and walking the room in 
great agitation, * Adelaide, for my i^ake, and that of my 
suffering fietmily, I entreat, yoy shew more firmness, if you 
feel so much, what must they suffer } 

Adelaide raised her head and gave him one look, but 
that look spoke volumes, it was not in nature tamisun* 
derstand or resist it, and in a moment he was again by her 
side. 

' Adelaide— clearest 1 if I could live, but that you know 
is impossible,' and he added with difficulty, * when I am 
gone think as little of me as possible.' Eliza here opened 
the door and stopped irresolute, undetermined whetlier to 
enter or not Sidney beckoned her, and putting the hand 
of Adelaide within her's, faintly articulated, ^ be sisters,* 
•and left the room. Long did the two afflicted young wo^ 
men weep in each others arms, though they both agreed 
»to avoid ever after saying any thing which could ia the 
ieast agitate or distress their belotv^ brothei;. . 
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But where, it may be asked, was the prudence of her 
aunt ? Did she not see the danger of exposing her niece to 
the attractions of this singularly interesting invalid? She 
did see the danger, and anticipated a malicious pleasure in 
the trial which she foresaw was prejmring for the gentle 
Adelaide. ^ Her niece prosperously married would have 
been something she could scarce have witnessed, but 
drooping, afSicted, broken hearted, it was an image she 
delighted to dwell on, And though she had once resolved 
she should visit Mr. E ^'s no more, she had been in- 
duced even to the humbling of her own mortified vanity, 
(for she was never included in the invitation,) to consent 
to the continuation of this intimacy upon this very consid- 
eration. She rejoiced in the certain prospect of treasuring 
up sorrow fcr her niece. 

The day at length arrived when Sidney was to bid 
adieu to his county and beloved family as he firmly be-^ 
lieved fiw^ver. The parting scene was a most afiecting 
one ; the two girls had resolved to suppress their feelings 
before him, but Elcza could not forbear sobbing on his neck, 
and Adelaide, wh^i she advanced to shake hands with 
him, felt herself tremble so violently it was wjith difficulty 
she could stand ; for a moment Sidney held her hand in 
his, and gazed op herwith unutterable feeling, then rais- 
ing it respectfully to his lips, withdrew. Eliza sprang to 
the window to have a last look as he ascended the car- 

riage, when a sudden exclamation from Mr E > caused 

her to step back— 4ier friend had fainted, and the feeble 
arm of her afflicted iather was endeavoring to raise her 
fioom tbeioor ; she soon however recovered, and was coa^ 
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veyed from the room; she desii^ to be left akme, and 
Eliza reluctantly returned to the sitting room. 

. 'Had r known this before, Eliza,' said Mr E ^ ^we 

might have prevailed perhaps upon this afficted young 

. cieature to accompany Sidney abroad ; so kind a aurse, 
so sweet a companion, might have done much for him ; if 
dbe had (»ily gone, too, as Sidney's wife, my heart wov M 
have beea eased of half its load.' 

* Say not so, dear father,' said Eliza, ' it would have 
been cruel indeed ; there would probably in that case have 
been two victims instead of .one, and I think we had better 
say- nothing of this sort before her; she is a Christian, and 
is endeavoring to bow her mind and vrill to the will of 
God.' 

^ True, true,' said the venerable parent, ' perhaps it is 
better as it is ; at all events it can do no good to mention 
it now, but my heart bleeds for her — she has been a great 
c(xnfbrt to us, but it would have been better for her never 
to have become acquainted.' 

' You forget, dear father,' said his daughter, ^ that her 
immortal soul might have been saved through the instru- 
mentality of our dear Sidney ; if-so, what are the sorrows 

' of parting compared with the bliss of an eternal re-union in 

'Heaven? 

Had Adelaide heard the conversation in the sittings 
room, most'probably she would Kave felt a pang of regret 
that she could not have shared the fate of the object of her 
ardent and romantic affection ; but Providence had other 
and more important services to exact of her ; she was des* 
to a higher honor than watching over the nek bed 
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of an amiable and pious husband, all excellent and praise- 
worthy as such an empfoyment might have been. 

Upon returning to her uncle's house three days after the 
sailing of the ship^ the hagg3.rd looks of the youthful suf- 
ferer sufficiently testified to the trial she had undregone. 
To mingle with the gay and frivolous company who fre- 
quented her aunt's, had never been her wish, and she now 
more than ever rejoiced that she was not thought worthy 
of their society, as in the present state of her feelings what 
was only painful before had become intolerable. Yet she 
felt the hand that had smitten her, and her grief was sof- 
tened by the belief that it was the correction of her heav- 
enly Father. 

The ensuing winter was past in great anxiety on tlie ^ 

part of the E family as well as with their afflicted 

young friend ; owing to a very long passage to Bayoime^ 
and other adverse circumstances, no new^s of Sidney came 
to hand until spring ; but when a letter arrived in that 
well known hand, the delight of Eliza and her aged pa- 
rent were intense.* The Pans post-mark announced he 
had not only escaped the danger of the sea, but lived 
long enough to reach that place, and when in addition to 
this they learnt his health was much amended, and that 
the stricture in his breast which caused the distressing 
cough he was afflicted with, seemed almost entirely re- 
moved, they felt they could not be sufficiently thankful ; 
they only wanted Adelaide to rejoice with them, and the 
carriage was mimediately despatched for her. In former 
times Sidney had often planned travelling through Eu- 
rope, and he was prepared, should his health become suf- 
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ficiently restored, to do so ; taking care to pass the cold 
weather in a warm latitude. In this resolution his fitther 
thought proper to concur, and entreated his son to deny 
himself no pleasure or comfort money could procure. The 
lamp of life which seemed almost extinguished in the 
venerable parent of Sidney, once more relumed, and his 
health and spirits revived so suddenly that Eliza used to 
say * it had added ten years to his life.* ^ • 

But we must -now leave tliis interesting family and re- 
turn to the Holbey's; to the drawing-room where fashion 
and folly still presided, and to the study where plot thick- 
ened upou plot. 

The acquaintance of the Holbey family had nmch in- 
'creased duriag the past summer. Many of the persons 
who frequented the study of Mr Holbey finding the family 
had soineliow forced themselves into notice, and were vis- 
ited by fashionable people, condescended to call on them 
with the females of tbeii* families, and notwithstanding 
former neglect, were most graciously received. Several 
wealthy families who lived within a stone^s throw^ had been 
watching most assiduously for some months to ascertain 
beyond a doubt the quality of their visitors, and now that 
they discovered they visited persons of rank from both ends 
of the city, ventured to step in. 

This is no imcommon occurrence, but an everyday thing 
in the world. It is not unusual for next door neighbors 
in towns as well as in large cities, to reside for years near 
famihes without knowing an individual of them. During 
this period they, the pkbekms^ gradually emerge fromob* 
ecurity, and the knowledge that no one dresses better at a 
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ball, or makes a finer appearance in the street, begins to 
raise their cheuracter in the neighborhood ; this becomes 
confirmed by observing that genteel people visit them, 
(though first in a kind of condescending manner) and that 
they are likely after all to work their way into fashionable 
life, notwithstanding the disposition of their wealthier 
neighbors to look them down. They now for the first time 
discover they are so happy as to have such amiable neigh- 
bors, and cards and calls soon admit them to the honors of 
their drawing-room, and instead of putting people out of 
doors who had endeavored to look them out of existence, 
their late civilities are most graciously received and scru- 
pulously returned, and their invitations greedily accepted. 
To sucli degradation will fashion and idle ambition cause 
people to submit ; but this is not all, every thing began in 
folly ends in guilt. To make way for new associates old 
ones must be discarded ; the long tried friend of former 
years — ^the faitfaiul monitor — ^the kind neighbor — the be- 
xieficent benefactor — ^must all be renounced; fashion, like 
the mower's scythe, sweeps all that comes in its way. The 
height so hardily attained, must be secured at all hazards, 
and 809 it is known the honors most dearly bought are often 
held by the slightest tenure, it is not surprising that this 
war of extermination against ancient friendship is general- 
ly carried on until they are all literally fi-ozen out <rf the 
house. No matter what their claims upon their regard or 
gratitude maybe; they may have wept for their sorrows^ 
cund rejoiced at their prosperity, and perhaps made a host 
of enemies by pleading their cause, they are now destined 
to be slighted^ suspected, and at all events discarded. Oli^ 
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Shanie, where is thy blush ? Can the dignity of human 
nature stoop to this 1 Can beings who never had even a 
thought beyond this w^orld, consent to be thus degraded ] 

We mentioned the very economical manner in which 
the Hdbey family commenced their city life-^hat rigid 
system would not however endure long ; after an inunda- 
tion of visitors, additional expenses necessarily occurred; a 
more expensive house w£ui obliged to be taken, and two 
additional attendants introduced. No person can suppose 
that this style could be maintained without very consider- 
able expense, however prudent and calculating the heads 
of the family might be. For the most part Mr Holbey had 
lived upon promises since his residence in the city, but of 
late a new mine of wealth had opened to him, and this 
compels us to unfold a guilty secret. 

The brother of Sir Mellville, mentioned in the former 
l>art of this work, had lately come to resic^e at New Or- 
leans, from which place he had written to Mr Holbey^ 
having just learned the fate of his brother's family, and of 
tlie residence of their then only surviving chJd. He 
wrote, thanking Mr Holbey in the kindest terms for pro- 
tecting Adelaide, and requesting to know if his brother 
had left sufficient for his compensation. To this letter he 
received an immediate answer of hypocritical professions, 
and a statement of the expense he had been at in boarding 
and educating his niece. Though this was not made in 
the form of a demand, it was promptly attended to, and a 
liberal recompense transmitted to Mr Holbey, together 
with a yearly settlement for the expenses of his niece in 
future. This liberal allowance never passed into her 
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hands, although it was expressly stijpulated that all except 
the allowance for board should be submitted to her own 
disposaL The deceived orphan was never even informed 
of the vicinity of her uncle, and even made to believe if 
living, he had fwgotten her. The deception probably 
would not have been attempted in the first place, if there 
had been ^ny probability of Mr Mellville's return to the 
United States, but as he had sworn never to return, and 
as it was not then known that Louisiana was so so(m to 
become a part of our territory, no danger was at first ap- 
prehended 

Although the acquaintance of Mrs Holbey had now 
become exclusively confined to the ban ton^ it must not be 
supposed there was not among the numbers who frequent- 
ed her house some truly estimable persons. Some of these 
believing her to be just what she appeared tobe in company, 
for a time sincerely esteemed her. But it is impossible for 
a hypocrite to be always disguised. A sycophantic, time- 
serving, toad-eating flatterer Inust sometime/3 drop the 
mask, and howev^, custom, fashion and refinement may 
smooth the manners in polite intercourse, yet the univer- 
sal sentiment entertained of such, when once understood, 
is that of unmingled ccmtempt. 

Among the numerous visitors of Mrs Holbey 's was an 
old gentleman and lady of the name of Van Horn, de- 
scendants of one of the first Dutch settlers. They were 
persons of great wealth and unblemished character, and 
as they owned an elegant house in the neighborhood, and 
occasionally gave large parties, their acquaintance was es- 
teemed a most desiraUe acquisition, it had long been cov- 

5 
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eted by Mrs Holbey, and many rather forward advances 
made by that lady to attain her end ; they probably would 
have failed eventually if accident had not finally intro- 
duced them to the acquaintance of each other. 

Mr Van Horn had a little orphan grand-cliild in his 
family, who was the darling of their age, and having been 
confided to their care under very peculiarly afflicting cir- 
cumstances, contributed to make her a child of most un- 
conmion interest; she was very beautiful besides, so fair, 
so ethereal almost, she scarce looked like a being of this 
world : yet one propensity in little Ellen, now scarce three 
years old, very strongly attested she belonged to the hu- 
man race, and that was an insatiable desire to see and hear 
every thing, and a perpetual disposition to rove. She was 
generally watched with vigilance, but on the day which 
introduced the Holbey's to their acquaintance, her atten- 
dant had relaxed in her attention to her Uttle charge, and 
little Ellen had been nfissing several hours, her anxious 
grandfather and excellent grandmother walking the house 
and wringing their hands, while every seiTant in the es- 
tablishment had been despatched to look up the runaway4 

Mrs Holbcy, who knew how accessible people usually 
were under affliction, could not forbear such an excellent 
opportunity, she accordingly sent in regularly about once 
in every fifteen minutes to know if the child was found, 
and at length ventured to go in herself, and offer her ^ poor 
services,' and attempts at consolation. Fortune feivored 
her most miraculously on this occasion, for in the height 
of their distraction, just as the last scout had returned with 
the distressing assurance that no tidings of the wanderer 
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could be obtained, a hackney coach stopped at the door, 
and Mr Holbey alighted with the lost child in his arms. 
Pale, terrified and exhausted, the little trembling cidprit 
was laid in her grandmother's lap, and almost stifled with 
caressei^ while her rescuer was aissailed on all hands with 
questions. 

It seemed Mr Holbey had been called away on business 
that morning, to a distant part of the city, and in return- 
ing, happening to pass through a very narrow street in- 
habited by some of the filth and offscouring of the city, he 
had been arrested by the cries of a child whose voice he 
waa sure was familiar; not supposing there could possibly 
be any one there he rxmld be in the least acquainted with, 
he at first disregarded the impression the sounds made on 
him, until again arrested by the brutal oaths of the woman 
who was endeavorifig to still the cries of the terrified little 
infant. Looking into a small dirty shop from whence the 
sounds proceeded, he immediately recognized little Ellen, 
whom he seized and bore into the street, loudly calling for 
help to secure the woman. In the confusion, however, 
she made her eseape, and the people of the shop protested 
their ignorance of the transaction and of the woman, but 
the release of the little helpless innocent was obtained. 

Mr Van Horn was no stranger to the character of Mr 
Holbey, and the general estimation in which he was held 
in his own town ; chance had made him acquainted with 
that subject, and he besides perfectly imderstood the true 
character of his wife ; he had firmly resolved never to be 
decoyed into an acquaintance Avith them, but it was not in 
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human nature to withstand the present temptation. He 
shook Mr Holbey warmly and cordially by the hand, and 
from tliat moment the two familiea commenced and inti- 
mate acquaintance. Nor was this all — the gratitude of 
Mr Van Horn and his wife bestowed many valuable pres- 
ents on the female part of the family, as the most deUcate 
way of repaying the weight of obligation they were 
under. 

We have been thus particular in giving a historj'^ of the 
acquaintance between tliese two families, not because it 
has much connecticm with the remaining parts of this nar- 
rative, but in order to account for an intimacy between 
persons of such discordant princifdes, and whose tastes, 
maimers and characters were so diametrically opposite. 
Nothing could appear in stranger contrast than, the free, 
social, open-liearted Mr Van Horn, and the gloomy, de- 
signing, intriguing Mr Holbey. It is too a pleasure to 
recomit one good action in a character of almost immin* 
gled baseness, and to dwell on one bright spot where the 
rest was shrouded in darkness. 

But we feel aware our hero should be properly intro- 
duced to the reader, in order that he may be prepared to 
judge of the pretensions of him who aspired to mmgle with 
the ^Aristocracy of the country, and who felt himself com* 
potent to dictate to its rulers, to vilify the nation that gave 
him bread, to judge correctly of every measure of the ad- 
ministration, and detect the hidden motives of every move« 
ment of government, and every officer of government, 
whether civil or military. So respectable an organ of 
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commuiiication between all the tafents and eradition in the 
country, and the plebeians, or the canmlle^ as Bonaparte 
styles them, deserves a separate chapter for his genealog}^ 



CHAPTER V. 



< I know a discontented Gentleman, 

Whose humble means match out his hangbty spirit ;. 

Gold were as good as twenty orators, 

And will no doubt tempt him to any thing.' 



Mr Augustus Holbey was the son as was supposed of 
John Holbey, who visited this country in the exalted ca- 
pacity of a drummer in Burgoyne^ regiment ; he was a 
Scotchman by birth, and probably descended from some 
feonous Chief whose name carried terror in the border 
skirmishes, as there seemed an inherent bravery, as well 
as a * spice of nobility ' belonging to the descendants. The 
mother of Augusttis was a woman who had come over 
with the detachment in the capacity of a laundress, and 
our hero, like the celebrated Coupt Fathom, had the honor 
of being born in a camp, the child of a mother equally ac- 
complished as the mother of that celebrated character ; 
her skill and dexterity in ransacking a field of b^\.V\e.^ 'sX.t^^ 
/mgr ^be dead, Ad, we doubt not was equa\ •, m^oxX^o^ 
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accomplishments in every particular were such as are in- 
dispensable in a thorough going camp-woman, and none 
prided themselves more in die possession of them than the 
redoubtable Joan Armstrong. By the practice of these 
and other arts not necessary to be enumerated here, she 
had contrived even in the confusion of a camp to hoard 
something considerable. There had long been a consul- 
tation between the Scotch drunamer and the damsel, re- 
specting the expediency of deserting and taking up their 
residence in America. The drummer was a very singular 
ibllow, and he had come to a conclusion which wiser 
heads among them rejected, that the country would not 
speedily be conquered. The very night before the fetal 
surrender of Burgoyne, the parties met to consult, and 
Joan having exacted a promise of marriage, concluded to 
put her little treasures in the hands of the drummer and 
elope with him. They deserted to the American encanq)- 
ment, and reached it in^safety, shortly after which they 
proceeded eastward, and finally took up their residence in 
one of the New England States. Here in the interior of 
the country they established themselves in a small puUic 
house. Meanwhile the boy Augustus continued to grow 
and thrive. Their house was in quite a rem(^ situatiiHi^ 
and what their views could have been, after being accus* 
tomed to such pubUc life too, can scarce be conjectured. 
Though k)nely and desolate in appearance, it seems how^ 
ever that it yielded a prc^t, for they certainly coatxived to 
grow rich, and as tJbie neighbors expressed it, * heaven only 
jknew how ;' steangn^ stories hav^ beea told, and are still 
renoembeiedia thatp^rt (kT (be.couutjryi ]:ei|>eetmg ibetUr 
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tie IniMLt the comer of — woods For many yews after 
their neighbcMrs would tell of seeing men walking about the 
premises by midnight with their clothes dabbled with blood, 
and the gho^s of several ancient pedlars hunting for goods 
without any heads on. But we f(»i)ear to retail all the 
gossip of the neighborhood, particularly as they are not on 
earth to defend themselves, and the little Inn has long been 
aheapofrubbi^. 

Fortunately John could read and write a little, and knew 
something. of figures, all of which knowledge he early 
c(»nmunicated to their <«ily boy, who to do.him justice, 
was an apt scholar, and socm knew more than his teacher, 
whereat they determined to give him as good an educa* 
tion as the country afforded, thou^ they lamented much 
and fin: the first time that they did not live in dear Eng- 
landf where he could have received an educettion worthy of 
the son of a gtnUeman ; such as it was, however, they con- 
cluded to avail themselves of it, and Augustus was sent to 
■ College, then an infant establishment. Very soon 
after his term had expked the old people both died, and 
left ti» son his own master^ He immediately di[q)osed of 
the place and effects, and taking his departure from a plaoe 
where no tears marked the leave taking, proceeded to ex^ 
plcMie the country, and finally located himself in a small 
town on the banks of the Ddaware,, allured as was 
supposed 1^ the charms of the lady whom he afterwards 
married. 

Here John Holbey and his wife Joan had never beent 
heard o^ and here of coarse Augustus covki swagger un^ 
chfiokcd^ and boa»tof his JBii^li^Aaficvilry, without the ftur 
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of detection, though where he could lay claim to such, 
unless in behalf of his mother, is hard to conjecture. 
. It was not long before the talents of Mr Augustus Hoi* 
bey as a writer, became known and appreciated in his new 
place of residence. He certainly excelled in that low kind 
of blackguard wit wliich is sometimes found convenient 
when the object is to hunt down a cliaractcr, cry down a 
measure, or to lay open pl(jts that never were formed, and 
detect conspiracies that never existed. Unhappily at that 
day such kind of talents were becoming in great demand, 
and sure to find a ready market, and a belter pkice for the 
exercise of them at that precise period could not have been 
chosen, as tlie town liad long been torn in pieces by two 
contending factions, neither of which seemed very con- 
scientious about the means employed to put down the 
dher, and had our hero confined his talents to the spot 
where they were first called into action, no mischief which 
he might have done would have been a subject of much 
lamentation. At first the business of Mr Holbey was ex- 
clusively confined to the town where he dwelt, the author- 
ities of which had become obnoxious to a certain party 
then out of office, and Mr Holbey had become a freeholder, 
and his voice was first heard in town*meeting, where he 
had been very useful for some time before he opened hi» 
mouth, in the same way that Trumbull's hero first exer-^ 
cised his talents in Boston at the commencement of the 
Revolutionary war, that is, in assisting to create confti-^ 
sipn, in his readiness to take a hint, to laugh, hiss, hem, 
CQUghf scrape his feet on the flocnr, or swing the door of 
wbeoi^ywMij one was apesla&gw\wiai\V>^ 




THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 57 

interest of his party to silence or distract. Of all the curs 
who crouched at the feet of the opposition, none could 
rival him in fawning obsequiousness, and it would have 
been a wonder indeed if such docile obedience had gone 
unrewarded. 

The wheel of State, as we all know, like the wheel of 
fortune, never stands still ; it chanced that the party to 
which our hero belonged came up heads, and then he was 
rewarded with an office, another and another followed in 
rapid succession, until his * blushing honors ' giew ax) thick 
about him, as to excite some little jealousy, even among 
his own cast, and had not his good genius helped him out 
of this difficulty, he might have been sacrificed to the re- 
sentment of some rival candidate, but just at this critical 
period, his amazing talents as a WTiter began to shew 
themselves. 

He began by attacking some high characters in the 
State, and the election for the highest office in the gift of 
the country being then pending, he ventured his talents in 
an attack upon hun who, in the order of Providence, was 
destined shortly to fill it. This attack for low bred wit, 
and vulgar insinuation, has rarely been surpassed during 
the eight or ten years that succeeded, (and that is saying 
much of it.) Even the best friends and warmest partizana 
of Mr Holbey were astonished, were amazed at his intui- 
tion, for mortal man, as they well knew, could never have 
informed him ofall he ventured toassert Thispaper, which 
was followed up by a series of nimibers from the same 
hand, did the business for him : they were published in a 
neighboring town^ and republished by the papers of the 
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opposition ni almost every part of the country, ascribed lo 
many of the first men of the party, while the real author 
was kept in the back ground, and very few even among 
themselves acquainted with the truth ; of those few the 
greater part, will it be believed, thought him an English- 
nuui born, and did not hesitate lo approbate and even em- 
ploy a foreigner, the natural bom subject, as they sup- 
posed, of a monarchical government, in intenneddling 
with affairs of State, and vilifpng the characters of our 
nilers.* It so happened that a person of Mr Holbey's tn- 
lents was then vranted at New York, and the fortimate 
Mr Ilolbey wa^j duly chosen to fill that department. 



• Mr Holbey, as he is here called, would not have been 
a solitary instance had his birth been as they supposed, of 
persons born under and attached to a monarchical govern- 
ment, employed to attack the republican one of this. Wc 
have a distinct recollection of a person of that day who came 
to this country and continued to reside in it under far more 
equivocal circumstances than the hi^ro of this tale, who was 
employed for some years in writing for the opposition a little 
subsequent to this period. Emboldened by the manner in 
which his lucubrations were received, he at length ventured 
to publish a series of essays in defence of the practice of 
Duelling. The simple inhabitants of the town where he 
ventured to recommend this transatlantic fashion of settling 
disputes, took umbrage, and he was replied to with som 
asperity, and among other things, bluntly asked ^ who b 
was, and what he came here for?' Either from negligen* 
of the writer or from some blunder of the printer, one or ti 
trifling mistakes occurred in a piece replete with go 
sense ; these, the Englishman, (unable to answer the sou 
arguments of his opponent,) eagerly caught at, and bo' 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

' I seek not to wax great by others' waning.' 

The ocquisition of the society of Mr Van Horn and 
wife to the coterie at Mrs Holbey's was of important ben- 
efit to Adelaide ; Mr. Van Horn was, as I before observed, 
a social, ftee-hearted, and benevolent old man ; he had 
none of the Dutch taciturnity, and as to his poHtical prin- 
ciples, he was a true friend to the best interests of his coun- 
try, call it what we choose, he was as equally remote from 
desiring French influence in the councils of the nation, as 
he was from wishing party domination ; whatever he said 
or did was from no interested motive whatever ; he never 
sought or s^ccepted of an office in his life. He had been 
bom and bred in affluence, as his father was before him ; 
yet he had no aristocratic notions whatever ; attached no 
ideas of fanportance to possession of wealth, but thought 
merit and talents alone entitled* to consideration. He 
was an admirer of our free institutions, because he believ- 
ed that *God had made all nicn by nature, free and equal.' 



fully replied, ^ That he came to teach the Americans Syntax 
and Orthography/,* 

Since writing the above, the a.uthor has been informed 
that those answers were the undoubted prodactions of our 
late lamented fellow citizen, the Hon JonathaikRuMell* 
The pabiic can judge whether his works needed correction^ 
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In whatever society he happened to fall, he always felt 
himself perfectly at ease ; if they were good, he feUcitated 
himself with the expectation of improvement by their con- 
versation ; if ignorant, or unprincipled, his benevolent J 
heart suggested the idea of instructing and happily con- 
ducing to their reformation ; and even where that were 
hopeless, still, while circumstances compelled him to en- 
dure their society, he was at ease, without having the 
least fear of contamination by the accidental contact, 
which as fellow lodgers or voyagers he was exposed to. 

The simpUcity of his manners and language on such 
occasions, and the unstudied politeness and kindness of 
his deportment, which put eviery one at ease in liis com- 
pany, furnished a strong contrast to many who would 
appear in pain lest some of their inferiors should take the 
liberty of being civil to them — (unnecessary pain, to be 
sure, since such persons in reality have no inferiors.) 

Mr Van Horn possessed an ever ready fund of wit and 
humor, and used sometimes to give most laughable anec- 
dotes of his excursions through the neighboring States ; 
frequently boasting, that if people had tongues he could 
make them conversable, and protesting he was never 
foiled in this way but once. The occasion was this : — 
he had been visiting one of the New-England cities, and 
was returning in a mail coach. Though rich, Mr Van 
Horn was always a great stickler for economy, and always 
kept some suits of indifferent apparel to travel in, which 
sometimes subjected him to the impleasant necessity of 
taking up with the forward seat, and obliged him to dis- 
pense with macy Kttlc civilities tendered to the well dress* 



the'holbey family. W 

ed, spruce looking traveller. Whenever anything of this 
kind happened in consequence of ignorance of his quality, 
it was a source of infinite diversion, and furnished him 
with many agreeable anecdotes for the fire-side. 

In one of the social sittings at Mr Holbey*s, the conver- 
sation chance^ to turn upon the subject of travelling in 
mail coaches, and the unpleasant circumstances of joer- 
sons of qtudiiy^ being obliged to be *cooped up,' day after 
day, with nobody knows who. The good natured and 
facetious Mr Van Horn thought this a proper opportunity 
to relate the history of his recent tour. He related the 
manner of his going through New-England, with a cir- 
cle of agreeable friends, who left him on his return, at 

city, from whence he departed for home in the 

mail coach. 

The incidents which occurred during this journey fur- 
nished, on his return home, materials for just such a story 
as the occasion called for, and the old gentleman gladly 
availed himself of if, and related the follo\ving adventure, 
which being interspersed with a few Dutch phrases, might 
not be quite so intelligible to our readers in his language, 
we shall therefore give in our own — 

THE ADVENTURE IN THE EASTERN MAIL. 

It was on a beautiful morning, in that season of the 
year when Nature, as the poets say, * puts on all her 
charms.' The carriage was well filled before the old gen- 
tleman took his seat, and he proceeded some way in si- 

6 
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leiice, until tl\e rattling over tlie pavements had ceased, 
and they found themselves on a fine smooth road, where 
suddenly descending, they wound through a beautiful and 
picturesque valley. The exclamation of 'charming,' es- 
caped the lips of Mr Van Horn, which seemingly was 
unnoticed, as no word of assent followed ; and he again 
sank back in his seat, endeavoring to recollect the subject 
that occupied his thoughts a moment before. 
• They were now ascending a hill, which shut out their 
prospect ; but upon gaining the top and 'merging from a 
little copse of wood, one of the most enchanting landscapes 
presented itself. 

The beautiful bay of lay before them, lined 

with villages and country seats, whose gardens and plea- 
sure grounds often descended quite to the water's edge. 
The mists of morning yet rested on the blue hills, and the 
curling smoke, fi'om many a low-roofed cottage as well as 
stately mansion, added interest to the scene. Mr Van 
Horn clasped his hands in ecstacy; * beautiful, enchant- 
big !' he repeated, 'the sweetest landscape' — but no voice 
re-echoed the sentiment, and he was obliged to admire in 
silence. He could not forbear on this occasion turning 
round to see if no glance of admiration enlivened the fa- 
ces of his fellow-travellers. But no— there was no 'spark- 
ling intelligence' in a single human face but his own. — 
Had the landscape been clothed in the snows of a Lapland 
winter it would probably have elicited the same notice. — 
Boon after this they passed a narrow defile between two 
hills, between one of which and the road lay a gorge, so 
nudden, deep and dark, as to cause one to shudder in pass- 
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ing ; the carriage actually past within a foot or two of its 
abrupt tennination- In the very bottom of this defile stood 
a house of singular beauty and most romantic appear- 
•ance ; on two sides the rocks rose to the windows of the 
second story, and the remaining two were nearly covered 
bv vines and fruit trees. An exclamation of astonishment 
from Mr Van Horn, was succeeded by the involuntary 

question of — • 

* Who could have chosen to bury themselves in such a 
nook V He looked around upon the conipany, but no one 
answered. Tlie gentlemen looked at him with much rwn 
chalance^ and the ladies — looked another way. 

Convinced at length there must be some strange reason 
for this obstinate taciturnity, the old gentleman relin- 
quished his efibris at conversation, and employed himself 
for the remainder of the time, imtil they stopped to dine, 
in endeavorii>g to discover the cause : once he concluded 
they must have suspicions of his character, and took him 
for some higliway-man, or something of that sort ; but 
tlien his appearance was so unlike, his hoar}'^ head, his al- 
most quaker simplicity of dress and language, forbade that 
conclusion ; at aH events he resolved Avhen he reached 
the half-way house, to make a business of perusing the ad- 
vertisements, and see if any person of his appearance had 
lately absconded from the Penitentiary, or been convicted 
of horse-stealing or some other high misdemeanor. Upon 
reaching the Inn he accordingly examined the advertise- 
ments, but nothing of that sort met his eye. His curiosity 
now gave way to the calls of hunger, and seated at the 
fax end of a long dining table, at a distance from his fel- 
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low passengers, he forgot the circumstaiicesof the journey 
entirely until called again to the coach. He contrived 
before ascending it to call the driver aside and i^iterrogate 
hull. ' 

* My good fellow,' said lie, *can you tell me what is the 
matter with your passengers 1 Are they really dumb or 
nol 1 For not one of them lias uttered a syllable since we 
stfirted, not even when we pasvscd that fearful gorge in the 
liills, where we came within a few inches of going over 
the ledge.' 

The driver happened to bo somewhat of a wag, and a 
sudden thought struck hinru 

' Yes sir,' said he, ' they are both deaf and dumb, they 
are a company of unfortunate persons I am carrying to the 
Hartford Asylum.' 

'' Oh dear, oh dear !' said Mr Van Horn, whose benev- 
olent heart throbbed with pity — * What a misfortune' — 
and asccruling the carriage he thiew upon his fellow trav- 
ellers such glances of com[)a8sioij. There sat a young 
lady in the bloom of flife, her dress bespoke her in the en- 
joyment of this world's goods, but her eyes he perceived 
were destitute of oxpression, and a kind of unmeaning 
simper sat upon her face, which discovered as he thought 
thc'ahiiost total absence of intellect : here an aged female, 
who might have been her grandmother, had not the 
knowledge of her misfortue precluded the idea of her being 
mariied. Opposite, sat two young men much dressed and 
perfumed. * Strange fancy, said Mr Van Horn mentally, 
to make such poor unfortunates dandies.'' Two ladies of 
no particular age^ and a middle aged man of most stately 
appearance, completed the group. 
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The carriage rolled on, while Mr Van Horn, lost in his 
own reflections, which certainly partook much of feelings 
of thankfulness that himself was hlessed with the gifts of 
hearing and speech, unheeded the distance. The remain- 
der of the day's journey was however comparatively unin- 
teresting ; a turnpike, opened lately through a dense for- 
est, mhabited by nothing except swarms of musquitoes, 
now and then a small cotton manufactory, with about 
half a dozen huts, and lastly, just before they reached the 
town where they were to quarter for the night, a scorched 
barren plain of about twenty miles circumference, certain* 
ly contained no very great claims to the admiration of the 
traveller. The extremity of tliis plain was however bound- 
ed by a strip of wild birch, whose thick underwood seemed 
so closely interwoven as to furnish a fine recess for wild 
animals did not its near neighborhood to the town render 
their riOtreat somewhat hazardous. At the m(»nent of 

■ 

passing this something black darted out of the brush and 
conmienced a kind of gambol round an old stump by the 
road side. Mr Van Horn, the only person who observed 
it, clapped his hands, exclaiming, ' a skunk ! a skux^ !' 

* Where, where !' echoed half a dozen voices at once, 
while the ladies drew their garments closer about them^ 
and the gentlemen pulled up their collars^ 

*Dunder and bHxum !' exclaimed the astonished Dutch* 
man, ^ what does this mean 1 the vrows all spake!' The 
object of their dread, alarmed by the shrieks of the femialcs,. 
buried himself in the brush, and the passengers again re- 
bpsed into their farmer imperturbable silence* ^i^o^^ 
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trick of tliat rascally driver I fear,' mentally reasoning the 
case, said the old gentleman, * if I don't get the truth out 
of him when we stop, I will take it out of— but stop, I 
won't judge him yet.' 

The carriage now entered the dusty streets of , and 

each one had as much as they could attend to, to prevent 
suffocation until set down at the Hotel. The first thing 
the old man attended to on his arrival was to beset the 
driver. 

* You arrant villain ! what sort of joke have you been 
putting upon me, tell me the truth or I will cudgel it out 
of you — a likely subject to crack jokes upon, to be sure, an 
old man like me.' 

The driver was convulsed with laughter when he heard 
the story of tlie skunk, so that the tebjs ran dowTi his sun 
burnt check. 

* I beg Icn thousand pardon?^ mister,' said he, * for the 
joke ; but the passengers are only some of the Aristocracy 

of the two towns ; the two parties did not know 

each othcr'by sight, and I told each separately that all the 
company except themselves were persons that nobody knew, 
I judged there would not be many words spoken.' 

* Pity,' said Mr Van Horn, * that these people could not 
like masons, have some sort of signal to make their quali- 
ty known to each other. But tell me, driver, do you 
know any thing of their pretensions, my curiosity is quite 
raised.' 

* Why something,' said wliip-lash, scratching his head, 
* there is old madam D and her two daughters be- 
long to the family of Mr D of , who has 
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contrived out of three bankruptcies to realize an indepen- 
dent fortune. The two young gt^ntlemen are sons to a 
man, who, as long ago as I can remember him, was 
hostler at the sign of the Punch-Bowl, and the young lady 
who looks as though she honored the earth by stepping 
on it, is daughter to a poor French barber, and educated 
upon charity ; but all these things happened ages since, 
and they are now I assure you, some of the very first peo- 
ple in the towns of .'* 

Of course Mr Holbey and his lady with tlieii* polite 
guests laughed heartily at the adventure of the stage- 
coach, as they made a point to do at all tiie stories of their 
rich neighbor. It cannot be supposed they could much 
relish jokes that often hit themselves, but the acquaintance 
of the rich Mr Van Horn was too solid an advantage to be 
relinquished at any rate, and they wisely resolved to tol- 
erate all his eccentticities as they chose to call them. 

To Adelaide Mr Van Horn paid very particul/u* atten- 
tion, and would not be pacified imless she \vas called m to 
make one of the party whenever he was visiting there. 

Every successive year has been levelling the distinction 
between young and old in our country, until it has become 
with us as with our friends over the water ; a woman of 
BBXty can scarce be distinguished from one of sixteen by 
her dress and aianners at least. The last thirty years has 
made a very considerable alteration in this particular in 
our country ; in the year 1803, the period to which we 
have brought our story, grand-mothers and grand-daugh- 

*The adventure of the stage coach is literally true in all its parts. 
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ters did not usually visit in the same companies, and pa« 
rents and children generally liad a set of associates of suit- 
able age. Though Mrs Holbey occasionally mingled 
with both, yet older persons formed even in her house a 
distinct company ; into the elder of these Adelaide through 
means of her friends, the Van Horn's, was finally intro- 
duced, while the daughters, of far more suitable age, were 
careering it in a circle of pleasure and round of amuse- 
ment adapted, as Mrs Ilolbey said, * to their age and Wo- 
tion,'* with no danger from the rival charms of the fair or- 
phan, whom her aunt now declared slie considered it a 
duty to have under her own wing, as ' slie felt licr ac- 
countability infinitely more than for tier own children. 

To associate with people older than herself had always 
been a peculiar pleasure to Adelaide, and she rejoiced at • 
her destination, for in that circle she promised herself both 
pleasure and profit : but alas 1 in this she was doomed to 
be disappointed. With respect to the subjects of conver- 
sation, religion for one was never introduced. Mr Van 
Horn and wife were members of the Dutch Church, but 
Mr Van Horn had an invincible repugnance to making 
religion the topic in mixed companies, and besides he ar- 
gued ^ talking such tilings to the Holbey's was like throw- 
ing pearl before swine,* and their guests, many of them 
members of the different sects in the city, who held such 
opposite tenets it was hazardous to introduce it Besides 
there was at that day an all engrossing subject, which 
seemed to furnish conversation for all parties, all ages and 
oompanicE^ and that was poiSict. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



* Yon that love the commons, follow me.' 

Henry the VL 



At ihe period of which we are writing political aniinosi- 
ity had akiiost amounted to a phrenzy, and the mania not 
only infected the males, but entered the fenuilu depart- 
ment. Females of America always have taken great in- 
terest in the political afTairs of the countr}'. From the fii-st 
breaking out of the Revolution they had signal iz<Hl them- 
selves for devotion to the cause of liberty, and were doubt- 
less many of them very useful at that period, but, when 
ambition sways the breast of a woman, we know it is 
boundless ; there was another class of females wlio could 
not so easily give up tlie splendors of royalty and tlic hon- 
ors of nobility, who were great sticklers for genih bloody 
and whose day dreams and night dreams were constantly 
beset with stars, garters and ribbons, wliich swept by them 
in splendid confusion ; some of these latter description 
effected prodigious mischief at that period, and their sen* 
timents, like those of the former, were transmitted to suc- 
ceeding generations. 

Now the society at Mr Holbey's embraced persons of 
all descriptions with one exception, i, e. * the poor of 
this world ;* even orthodoxy in politics was not a sure cri- 
terion of merit, nor always a card of introduction, although 
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the aristocracy as Mr Holbey often said, were the true 
nobility of the place. Yet there were persons who visited 
tliem whom the bare name of aristocracy would rouse ; of 
course dialogues were sometimes earned on there with a 
degree of asjxjrity that astonished and grieved the peace 
loving Mr Van Horn and the gentle Adelaide. 

And here perhaps it may be proper to state the subject 
of dispute, and to take a retrospect of the political afiairs of 
that day, though a very brief one. It is necessary in order 
to make the story understood, and we hope our readers 
will not be alanned, and suppose the future pages of this 
hook arc to contain a dry dissertation on politics, or that 
we arc about to renew a controveray at this day which the 
<x)mmon sense of the nation at large 1ms long since de- 
cided, and which will be a matter of wonder succeeding 
generations could ever have existed. 

Should the spirit of contention originated at that period 
float dowD the slruam of time eml)odied under some other 
name, pos«terity may make an inquiry that history will not 
answer: for the history of our country faithful to the 
truth, will only record the public acts of our national 
rulers, and as nmch of their private character as is suscep- 
tible of proof. The unblushing falsehoods, the base in- 
sinuations, the mistaken conclusions, and erroneous inter- 
pretations that assailed every act public and private of the 
then Chief Magistrate, the distinguished individual who 
was the chief subject of dispute, will then be forgotten, 
buried, lost in the rubbish of ages. There will only exist 
an indistinct idea that the great and the good have been 
persecuted even in our enlightened land, and that the 
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character under consideration had more than his share ; 
but the bitter animosity that was felt by the foes of the 
Administration of that day, and tfie unceasing efforts 
which were made (o distract the councils of the natiori, 
and paralize their eflbrts for the public good^ can scarcely 
be conceived of. 

But to go back to the origin of the evil so severely felt 
at the period of our history. Ever since the establishment 
of our present happy form of government, there had l)eeri 
a party who were continually tiding to excite discontent 
and rebeUion by that most artful of all methods, viz. con- 
stantly predicting the evil they pretended to fear. 

It was often asserted at the close of the Revolutionary 
war by these insidious meddlers, that the people were im- 
willing to be governed at all, "that each individual citizen 
had for so long a time been accustomed to vaunt about 
his rights, a great part of them had come to the conclusion 
that any sort of government was an imposition — ^that the 
lessons of rebellion and insubordination inculcated by the 
leaders of the Revolution, and treasured in the minds of 
tlie vulgar, was now about to be brought forth in domes- 
tic scuffle against the authorities of the country, or the 
very leaders themselves, and that the arms put into their 
hands to break off a foreign yoke, were now about to be 
raised against all government whatever which might be 
imposed upon them." 

This croaking wliich commenced at the very first or- 
ganization of the government, and disturbed the whole 
period of the administration of President Washington, 
(and in fact, on two occasions, nearly brought about the 
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v\\h it [n'cdictcfl,) routiniicd through the whole peridJI[ ol*^ 
Mr Adams' Presidciicy, and doubtless was the cause of"* 
fioinc of tlie very severe regulations adopted at that time, 
and wliich made his administration so deservedly unpopu- 
lar, and paved the way for a successor of a very different 
character. We have no disjx)sition to draw comparisons 
T>etwecn the two, where errors were more the fault of their 
counsellors than tliemsrelves, and occasioned by the pres- 
sure of existing circumstances; and whose virtues were 
their own. 

Wlicn Mr Jeficrson appeared as a candidate for the of- 
fice of Chief Magistrate, tlie atistocracy were at once in 
arms, and every engine speedily set to work to oppose liis 
election. And what, (it will be asked by succeeding ge- 
nerations,) what could possibly be urged against him V-^ 
A steady patriot, a warm friend of his country during that 
momentous contest that made her a nation, and one who 
had since that period been honored by holding offices of 
the greatest trust in the gift of the immortal Washing- 
ton. 

Why, first, there had been, and still was, a great hue 
and cry About French influence. In the first place, the 
very natural feelings of gratitude felt by the people of 
America generally, after the Revolutionary war, towards 
France for their timely interposition during the contest 
for independence — and which proved at least a republic 
can be grateful — ^was severely reprobated by the party of 
medlers before alluded to. They began by impeaching 
the motives of the King of Prance, calling his interposition 
in favor of America, 'State policy,* and denouncing the 
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'^Ctev^mment of France as the most corrupt on eartli, des- 
■"titute of every principle of benevolence and even integrity, 
and ^actuated wholly in their efforts to emancipate Ame- 
rica by a desire to humble Great Britain' — as intriguing 
and mercenary abroad, and voluptuous, luxurious and ef- 
feminate at home. While the subjects were pitied, as 
creatures compelled to fight the battles of foreign nations, 
whenever it suited the nefarious views of their corrupt 
n4ers. 

- Well the spirit of revolution began to shew itself in 
France in 1787. The storm which at first only resembled 
the growling a distant tempest, soon burst upon the nation 
like a deluge, and with overwhelming force carried all be- 
fore it. Those corrupt rulers were sw^ept from the earth as 
with the besom of destruction, and when the news of the 
decapitation of the King, of tlie slaughter of the nobility, 
together with the whole royal family, reached our shores, 
how did these self-same accusers receive it ? Why, they 
ran to the bells and tolled them long and loud, lowered 
every flag in the Union half mast, and appointed orators 
to pronounce funeral orations, in which the character of 
the deceased King was lauded to the skies, styling him ^ a 
martyr, and America's best fiiend,' and loudly calling upon 
the people to * avenge the torrents of noble blood that had 
been made to flow in France.' 

The aiders and abettors of the evolutiron they after- 
wards denounced as a set of ^ avaricious vagabonds,' who 
had arisen firom nothing, and set this hurly burly agoing 
in order to riot in tlie spoils of nobility ; and the people, ^ 

7 
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«el of * mad-braincil, blood-thirsty, Jacobinical enthusiast^ 
the very worst set of people that the Lord hi hits vengeance 
ever tasked a Christian King to govern. 

It was in vain that their opj^onents endeavored to reason 
the case with them, and refused to curse the nation in 
whose remaining population tlicy could still trace the lin- 
eaments of a Dc Grass and Lafiiyette, with many a sun- 
burnt warrior who had assisted to fight the battles of our 
country. No quarter was allowed to any who would 
venture to speak well of a single living Frenchman. — 
The people were ordered to bury every feeling of respect, 
gratitude, and even benevolence in the * grave of the mar- 
tyred King,' and the opprobrious epithet of Jacobin was 
aftcruards indiscriminately applied to the whole Demor 
cratic party by the opposition. But to the pretended proofs 
of Mr Jeflerson's undue partiality to France. 

That gentleman had never disguised his jealousy of the 
intriguing spirit of Great Britain, and of tlie hold sho still 
held upon the affections of too many, and for this of course 
he was accused of being completely under the control of 
Fnuice. His residence at the French Court, where it was 
asserted he must have imbibed French tastes, French 
principles, &c., was the chief reason given at first; in that 
they protended to trace the origin of such a predilection, 
and judging ot liers by themselves, the admirers of royalty 
and courtly splendor could not conceive of any one's re- 
jecting it from plain republican principles alone, who had 
once enjoyed the opportunity of witnessing its allurements 
and partaking its pleasures. Although it was known that 
Mr Jefferson upon coming over to make a short visit to 
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this countn* while Minister at the Court of Franco Y;a« 
oflei'cd liis choice hy Washington either to accept the of- 
fice of Secretary of Foreign Affairs, or return to France in 

:'■- liis station of Minister Plenipotentiary — that he unhcsi- 
* laiingly accepted the former ; still this made lio diirereiicc 
in their accusations. It was at oiks time urged too l»y liis 
enemies that Wasliijigton was wholly influenced hy frfir of 
his talents, in keeping him in such high and respon.^'iijle 
fitations, and not ])y confidence in his integrity ; and at 
another time, that his talents were hclow mcdi«wTityj and 
ought of thejuselves to prevent his Ixjing a candidate for 
I he oflicc of President, as he was perfectly incomplent lo 
tlie duties from [XHvrty of intellect. 

^ The fact was, that all jealousy of the domineering spirit 

•., of Great Britain, it was a&^erted by the opposition ])aper8 
of that day, * tended to keep alive a vindictive spirit, and 
cincc tlie ti-i^jaty of peace, coidd have nothing national lo 
foster it. Tliat it was uimecessary and illiberal, and that 
though such feelings were natural enough in savage life, 
they were perfectly inexcusable hi persons of polished hab» 
its, and ^^ell informed minds.' It could only then originate 
ia undue partiality to France. 

One other cliarge on the score of French uifluence, 
brought against Mr JelTerson, was his temporizing as they 
termed it, ui tlie affair of the saihng of the vessel sent by 
Mr Grenct, the Minister from the Republic of France, who 
whenm the United States, had the audacity to fit out and 
ami a vessel from one of the southern ports. It was dur- 
ing tlie recess of Congress, and President Washington was 

J tlien at Mount Vernon. Governor MiflSin, of South Car- 
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olina, ksiied orders to forbid the sailing of the vessel. It 
was rumored the vessel still coiitihued her preparations for 
a cruise, and Mr Jeflerson and Mr Dallas both called u|K)n 
Genet to know whether he meant to send the vessel out 
in defiance of the laws, and the orders of the Governor, 
and to them he pledged himself the vessel should not f^ail 
without the permission of the President, who was then 
daily expected from Mount Vernon ; satisfied with this, 
they departed, and the treacherous Frenchman caused the 
the vessel to sail in the night ; before the next morning 
she was completely out of their reach** Wlietlier they ■ 
thought the forcible seiZiUre of the vessel exceeded their 
powers, or whether, as is most likely, they relied implicitly* 
upon the pledge given them, we cannot say, but we can 
at least distinguisli in the conduct of Mr Jefferson tliat pa- 
cific temper that marked all his actions, that continual de- 
sire to avoid contention, and the resort to forcible and vio- 
lent measures, that distinguished all the acts of his public 
as well as private life, from this first public proof of it, 
down to the unpopular measure of the Embargo. For 
tills, however, l>e was most terribly abused by the opposi- 
tion at the time of his election ; the trio of course, Mr Dal- 
las, Governor Mifflin and himself, but upon him the weight 



♦ It is probable a mano&uvre of this sort would not have 
escaped the vigilance of General Jackson, in a similar situ- 
ation, but would the hue and cry of opposition have been 
less had be actually called out the militia and forcibly seiz- 
ed the vessel ? Would there not have been an immediate 
demand for his examination before the Slate authorities^ to 
see if he had not exceeded his powers ? 
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(^ anstocratic censure cLiefly fell, he was accused of being 
at the liead of a plot to get the vessel offy though the otily 
proof that could be given was that he did not cause the 
militia to be called out, and forcibly seize the vessel. 

Another subject of animadversion, relating to the pubhc 
life of Mr Jeflferson prior to this period, was change of opin* 
ions about introducing the manufacturing system into th& 
United States. 

In the year 1782 Mr Jefferson had pubUcly avowed his 
oiHnions, * That manufactures were a source of coiTuption ; 
ihb vast influx of foreigners it occasioned, mostly of the 
lower orders and frequently of doubtful morals, the source 
of great licentiousness.' Nevertheless in 179She saw fit to 
change his opinions on the subject^ and advise the patron* 
age of manu&ctures, and the invitation of manufactiuers 
and mechanics from foreign countries, believing as he said 
* That the information they would communicate, and the 
rdief they would afford from the petty exactions of foreign 
nations, would prove more than equivalent for tlie evils 
they would introduce,' thus shewing he could accommo- 
date his opinions to the exigencies of the times, and not 
for the character of consistency, or from an obstinacy of 
opinion sacrifice the public good. This was, however, 
brought up against him, and ascribed to a ^ spirit of hos- 
tility towards Great Britain, and a desire of pleasing 
France, by drawing so large a portion of her population 
fiom the shores of England, as it undoubtedly would'* 

* Language of the opposition papers of that p«rio4« 

7* 
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But there was one charge brought against Mr Jefferson 
which in a country where rehgious tests are not required^ 
may appear singular, namely, that he was not a believer' 
ill tlie inspuation of the sacred Scriptures, or in other 
words, an infidel. What effect this might have had od a 
Christian community if made in a different spirit and in 
different language we cannot now judge The manner 
in which the accusation was always worded, proved in- 
oontestably that they, his accusers, had no religion, what^ 
ever he had. 

One thing tlic public certamly knew, that wliatever tlie 
religious tenets of the President were, he had never en- 
deavored to make (M*oselytes, he had never sought to sap 
the principles, or undennine the faith of otliers ; and what 
tlie peculiarities of his creed were, except a few expressions 
casually dropped or wrested from him, and a certain sen- 
tence in letters of ccwifideutial conespondcnce, made public 
for the occasion, was altogether a matter of conjecture.— 
Yet taking these for eWdence, they inferred all was not 
right with respect to liis faith, and the bitterness of party 
animosity was strengthened by tlie spirit of reCgiouB intol- 
erance. 

To us we must confess, it has always appeared an un- 
generous method of framing our opinions from expres- 
sions casually mtroduced in private and confidential 
correspondence. We frequently breathe sentiments in 
the ears of our friends that would not bear the test of 
pubUc ciiticism, and as regards our religious feelings, tliey 
vary so much, that persons of the soundest faith, and most 
unexceptionable morals may sometimes use expressions 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 79 

that would seem to contradict the whole tenor of their 
lives, and the general tendency of their wiitings. Yet 
such was the unmanly and ungenerous course pursued to- 
wards Mr Jefferson, that a few detached passages from 
private letters were wrested to prove him an infidel, 
and by persons too^ and whole bodies of religious profes- 
sorai, who have since deserted the high stand they then 
look, and everi voted to expunge from tlieir creed the ob- 
noxious articles which related to the divinity of the Son of 
God, disbelief of which was the only real heresy they 
could honestly lay to the charge of Mr Jefferson. For the 
most that can be inferred from the passages alluded to, 
taken in their strictest sense, was that he did not under- 
stand our blessed Lord to be the Son of God in any other 
sense than we all are his chrildren. Some confused no- 
tions he certainly had on the subject of revealed religion, 
according to our understanding of it, if those letters since 
puUifihed in his name are genuine. 

It appears that Mr Jefferson insisted with all the perti- 
nacity of Thomas, in beUeving nothing but wliat he had 
demonstration of. He knew there must be a Grod of infi- 
nite power and excellence because his creation proved it, 
but although the Scriptures assert * God is a Spirit,' yet it 
a!{^ars he believed him to be corporeal and tangible. He 
had a most exalted idea of the chai^acter of the Lord Jesus 
Chriiit, asserting his belief that * he was the most perfect j 
character that had ever appeared on out earth,' and r®-^ 
gretted his want of time to write a book which he had*^ 
formerly contemplated, to prove, that in wisdom and vir- 
tue lie by £Bur exceeded all the sages of profane history;* 
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and thus they asserted, that bhnded by {diilosopby, he fell 
into the absurd error of supposing Jesus Christ a mere 
man, and yet a good man, two things irreconcileableif we 
had an accurate history of Iiis Ufe and death, since he per- 
mitted and received divine honors from men, andsufiered 
death upon the accusation of blasphemy, namely, ^ that he 
being a man made himself equal with Grod,' consequently 
if he were a man he suffered justly, since no human char- 
acter, however perfect in other respects, could be guiltless 
who arrogated to themselves the honor that belongs to Grod 
only. However logical this deduction may be, and we 
should be the last to refuse to subscribe to the truth of it, 
there was one view of the subject which these self-consti- 
tuted judges did not seem disposed to take. 

Mr Jefferson was a Philosopher in an enlarged sense, 
and it is not strange that his mind accustomed to ramble 
beyond the bounds of visible creation, should sometimes be 
bewildered and entangled by the magnitude and multiplic- 
ity of the objects upon which it dwelt, or strange that at 
such moments expressions of doubt respecting certain sub- 
jects should escape him. * Who by studying can find out 
GodP 

It was a subject for humiliation if it were so, not of ex- 
altation, enough to humble the proudest intellect to re- 
jSect that the mighty mind of Jefferson, with all its powers 
of discrimination, of perception and investigation, was yet 
incapable of receiving the Gospel scheme of salvation.-— 
That to him who heul such enlarged capacities the BiUe 
was a ' sealed book,' and admiring at a steady course of 
warsH FZitu^ a life of public utility^ of undeviating integ» 
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rity, of forbearwice and forgiveness of injuries, and philan- 
thropic love of mankind, in one destitute of the powerful 
stimulus of religion, of a person loving virtue for its own 
intrinsic loveliness alone, which might well put Christiana 
to the blush, instead of taking such a view of the subject, 
they wanted to call down fire from heaven as well as all 
the vengeance of earth to crush him, who according to 
their own creed, could not believe as they did. 

The famous remark so often quoted from Mr Jeflerson 
in favor of religious toleration, was made a great haiidle 
of to jHDve him an infidel, namely, * Of what consequence 
is it to me whether my neighbor believes in one God or 
twenty Grods V A question, which in our humble opinion, 
ought well to be w^eighed. Not that our sympathies should 
not be exercised. in favor of those who are in error that 
endangers their salvation ; benevolence alone should teach 
us in such a case to use all reasonable methods to enligh- 
ten our erring neighbors, and teach us likewise where to 
-stop^ and beware what aids we call in to assist us. What 
right can we have to cite our neighbor to our law ? To 
his own master he must stand or fall, and even if he 
chooses to be lost, it caimot affect our salvation in that 
sense, it will be of no consequence to us whether be 
chooses to believe in one God or twenty Grods. It- is ridic- 
ukms then to become contentious or unhappy on his ac- 
count. 

One reason perhaps, of so great a hue and cry about 
Mr Jefferson's reUgion, was the fact that it was at that 
time deemed sacrilege to touch upon certain articles 
of Christian faith set forth in the Scriptures ; the reasona- 
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bleness or uiireasoaableness of certain doctrines it was th^ 
tliought was not to be called in question. The mystery of 
the Godhead, (a thing entirely incomprehensible to finite 
minds,) it was thought was absolutely profaned if investi- 
gated, and the unity of the Divine Being was looked up- 
on as the union of lx)dy and soul, a ih'mg which we know 
does certainly exist, but wliich it is impossible for us to 
explain. It was not then conjectured thatii subject which 
was accustomed to be approached with such reverence by 
the Christian world almost universally, would m a few 
short years becq^ne a common topk of dispute and conten- ^ 
tion ; that men calUng themselves Clu'istians, and then 
condemning a person to perdition for having a doubt on the 
subject, would themselves one day stand forth as the op- 
posers of the doctrine, and make it the subject of as much 
profane remark and intemperate declamation as thoug}i 
they were disputing about the birth place of Homer. To 
make it a subject of even speculative inquiry, then, if 
known, was to excite a general shudder of horror. 

Let those who have never yielded to the seductions of 
pliiloeophy, ' That leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind,* 
take warning, and instead of pronouncing anatliemas up- 
on others, charitably indulge the hope that Christ maybe 
the Saviour of many who have him not, and dwell with 
rapturous anticipation upon the joyful surprise wiien tliat 
most perfect Being shall be revealed as Judge of quick and 
dead, and the darkness of Philosophy dispelled before the 
rising of the Sun of Righteousness. 

After the inauguration of the President, one would have 
supposed there must have been a season of comparative 
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quiet ; but no, the fire of the adversary was kept up witli 
admirable spirit. New charges were broug!it jigaiiihJt him 
daily, ohiiost hourly; some of which decency forbids us 
tomeAtion, and even females taking tlie field, would round- 
ly assert he was a person wliom delicacy alone should 
prevent their advocating, and that it was downright scan- 
dalous and immodest for ladies to speak favorable of a man 
whose character for gallantry, according to tlieir s\\\y sto- 
ries, exceeded all that ever went lx»forc him. 

If at any time the Republican papers answenul to any 
of the varied charges against the President, and exi>oseiI 
tlic falseliood of those charges, which they fietjuently did 
with some spirit, it was immediately circulated through the 
Uuioii, by the paiKjrs on the opixjsite side, that such print 
was supported by the President wholly, although perhaj>3 
the very week before it had been confidently asserted the 
very same paper was wholly supported by France ; how 
they understood this, unless they confounded him with the 
French Republic, is difficult to say. 

Mr JefiTerson's dislike to a Navy had long been knoi^Ti ; 
it was now re-urged with great wannth. He was continu- 
ally accused by the opposition of a determination to involve 
the country ui a w^ar with Great Britain, and at the same 
time strip her of the means of defence, so as to put her en- 
tirely at the mercy of .France for protection. His chief 
dislike to a Navy was on account of the vast accumulation 
of public debt it would occasion, and because he thought 
to use his own words, * it was the great cause of the op- 
pression under which the people of England groaned ;' all 
the dangers too wliich threatened that country he ascrib- 
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cd to it. lie thought it ' one cause, and not a lesser one, 
of the overthrow of the French government, and that 
some cheajwr sul)stitute for natural defence might be 
found.* For this, however, he was assailed with all kinds 
of abuse from the opposition. The fact was, thousands of 
n^^pirants stood ready for offices in that department, who 
considered themselves disappointed through his means, 
and it is impossible to conjecture how he could have given 
satisfaction could a Navy have been created on the spot 
unlor?s the whole could have been manned with officers. 

But of all the subjects of contention and crimination 
there is none perhaps that will appear more unaccountable 
to posterity than that resj^ecting the acquisition of Louis- 
iana by purchase, and yet it is a fact that more uik was 
wasted in wTiting abusive hivectives against the President 
for this act of his administration, than for any other, if we 
except the Embargo. 

The singular ingratitude of decrying a measure that put 
VIS in peaceable possession of this long contested territory, 
we must confess has often been a matter of astonishment 
to us. To make this subject understood it is necessary to 
look a great way. 

Every one at all acquainted with our national Iiistory 
will recollect the Western Insurrection, but every one has 
not taken the trouble to treasure up in his mind the cause 
of a revolt that so disturbed the mind of Washington, and 
tlireatened a dissolution of the Union, nor reflected perhaps 
that the cause can never operate again while Louisiana 
is in the possession of tlie United States. The whole 
seemed to have escaped the minds of the opposition, when 
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they commenced the attack about the purchase of Louis- 
iana. 

As this affair furnished the principal subject of conver- 
sation at the tea table as at the corners of the streets, in 
the drawing-rooms of the great, as well as in tlic bar-room 
<rf every petty Iim in the Union, at the precise period to 
which we have brought our story, we shall be pardoned 
perhaps for giving a brief sketch of the state of affairs re- 
specting the Teiritory before it became the property of the 
United States. 

In the latter part of the year 179S, the inhabitants of the 
State of Kentucky addressed a memorial to the General 
Government praying for measures to restore to them the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, and the privilege of using 
New Orleans as a place of depot, which Spain had lately 
taken a freak to deprive them of. The Senate of the 
United Stateii returned for answer that * negotiations were 
then pending between the two Governments, in which the 
right claimed by them w*ould be asserted.' 

Discontent and tiunult had for some time been foment- 
ing on this open abuse throughout the western countr}', 
and this answer of the Senate did not satisfy the hot- 
headed Kentuckians and Georgians, who making common 
cause, joined their forces and assembled in Georgia, with 
a party of French to cp-operatc with them, intending to 
move dow^n the river and attack New Orleans. It is not 
oeceasary to recapitulate here the whole particulars of these 
vicdent and unlawful proceedings ; by the prompt energy 

(rf Washington, aided by the Legislature of the country, a 

8 
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sufficient force was immediately sent to put them down, 
and the insurrection was quelled. In the succeeding year 
the Government of Spain thought proper to concede to the 
United States the privilege formally, viz. the right of navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, as well as New Orleans as a place 
of depot. The United States continued to enjoy it until 
October, 1802. Spain was now at peac^ with France, 
and in friendship with Bonaparte the First Consul, and this 
was seized on at once by the opposition as a handle when 
the Intcndant of Louisiana gave notice of an edict of Fer- 
dinand, by which the United States were again deprived 
of their privilege, and forbid the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, and the use of New Orleans as a place of depot, and 
by tliem it was asserted that a war with Spain was now 
inevitable. 

To war with Spain was now virtually to war with 
France, and to war with France, then rapidly extending 
her conquests over the Globe, was at once to throw the 
country into the arms of England, as without her aid, it 
would have been impossible under the then existing cir- 
cumstances to prosecute the war. The opposition now 
continually sounded in the public ear, * There was no way 
consistent with national honor to avoid a war with Spain.' 
A proposition was made in the House of Representatives 
to occupy New Orleans by force, and after a spirited de- 
bate, rejected by a large majority. Mr Jefferson deter- 
mined to avoid if possible a measure so ruinous, and with 
the advice and concurrence of the Senate, despatched 
messengers to Madrid to treat about the purchase of Louis- 
iana. When advices were received respecting the cession 
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of Louisiana to France, Congress deliberated with closed 
doors, and agreed to await the ellect of a similar applica- 
tion to Paris, and they did await in coolness and patience, 
though beset by all the tory faction in the countr}% who 
with incessant pehings, spared no terms of abuse ; curios- 
ity, restless and impatient was added to other causes of 
exasperation. Witli respect to the situation of affairs be- 
tween us and New Orleans, they were constantly dwelling 
upon the villainy of Ferdinand, and the vast importance 
of the privilege he had deprived us of, and the manoniver- 
ing spiiit of France, through whose machinations it was 
affirmed the injury was caused, &c. &c. 

The -territory of New Orleans was represented as a per- 
fect paradise, a source of immense wealth, a second land 
of promise, flowing with milk and honey, abounding with 
every thing rare and valuable. Most exaggerated stories 
of its riches and commercial advantages were circulated : 
alid this most desirable spot — this city of wealth, it was 
constantly affirmed, * ought to belong to tlie United States, 
that the acquisition of it was of immense importance ; we 
were continually reminded that Providence now held it 
out to our grasp, and it required nothing but resolution to 
seize it ; that nothing but the greatest improvidence and 
cowardice in the government prevented measures being 
immediately resorted to for occupying it by force ; that it - 
required nothing but resolution to seize it.' 

The plunder of New Orleans however desirable to some, 
would have been a subject of minor importance to the state 
of things, which the forcible seizure of it would have 
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brought about. A Western insurrection would now have 
been extremely popular with the fsu^tion, and a watchword 
for the rising of the whole company. 

Imagination recoils at the idea of the misery and blood- 
shed, of the despot ism and degradation which such an event 
might possibly have introduced, and an involuntaiy excla- 
mation of gratitude escapes from the heart to that Being 
who has thus far disappointed the schemes of the unprin- 
cipled and ambitious — * who has brought us through so 
many and great dangers, and still preserved us a free peo- 
ple, with vhrtuous rulers, and our present happy form of 
government. 

But when it was openly announced that New Orleans, 
with the whole Territory of Louisiana had quietly come 
into the possession of the United States by purchase, with- 
out the shedding of blood, or involving us in a quarrel with 
any nation, nothing could exceed the consternation of the 
oppositionists. Though staggering under the blow, their 
energies were soon aroused for a fresh attack, and every 
engine set to work to decry the measure. It was asserted 
in the first place that * while messengers were on the way 
to Paris, the Territoiy was privately ceded to France.' — 
The facts were not then distinctly understood by the pub- 
lic, which were afterwards developed. That the Territory 
"of Louisiana was guaranteed to France in a secret treaty, 
signed at Paris in 1800, by the Plenipotentiaries of France 
and Spaui, (the last year of Mr Adams' administration,) 
and the cession was actually made in 1801, and the Span- 
ish Intendant histructed to make arrangements to deliver 
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the country to the French Commissioners.* But to re- 
turn. 

The paltry sum, (in comparison of its real Talue,) paid 
for the Territory, was continually enlarged upon, as a debt 
which it would beggar the whole United States to pay. — 
The^ity of New Orleans, so lately the most desirable sf- 
quisition on earth, would they now insisted, 'only be a con- 
tinual drain ; with regard to its situation and value, it was 
now represented as a * dirty marsh,* the very * air of which 
breathed pestilence,' an inconsiderable miserable hole, des- 
tined to be the grave of thousands yet unborn, and on eve- 
ry accoimt a place we were far worse off for possessing, 
than we shoidd be without it. Thousands of our fellow 
citizens they prophesied, would yearly be slain there, iu 
the vain attempt to preserve it from Spanish and FrencJi 
spoliation. They foresaw it would be reclaimed at no 
distant time, though its intrinsic value was less they as- 
serted than one third of the money paid for it, and finally 
that there could be no possible motive in the purchase but 
to please France, who they said, * wanted money and must 
have it.* 

Finding nothing gained from all this, the enemies of 
the administration now changed the method of attack. — 
Some little difficulty arose in setthng the boundaiies of the 
purchase, and now the hue and cry arose * that the Presi- 
dent had suffered himself to be cheated, most egregiously 
duped in the purchase, since the boundaries had not been 
explicitly defined.' But although they said, 'the Piesi- 

♦ Goodrich's History of the United States. 

8* . 
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dent had acted with unparalleled folly, in purchasing it as 
he had done, yet they were ' ready to avenge the insult, 
and compel justice at the point of the sword.' But in vain 
did their generosity profler so great a sacrifice, no advan- 
tage was taken of such benevolent offers, in vain was the 
philosophic temper of the President assailed at all points, 
no vulnerable place could be found, nothing appeared to 
disturb the equal tenor of his mind, or alter his conduct in 
the least, calm and unruffled he bore the storm, as he 
did tlirough the whole of the stormy period of his admin- 
istration. The boundaries of Louisiana were now peace- 
ably settled, and the aU desolating horrors of war once 
more avoided. 

That national tumult of the description now under con- 
sideration, originated in disappointed ambition in nine cases 
out of ten, no one can for a moment doubt ; but in the 
scramble for power at that period it is difficult to say pre- 
cisely what kind of power was aimed at. Various surmises 
were hazarded by the friends of the reigning administra- 
tion, who exasperated by the continual accusations of de- 
votion to FrancCy would sometimes retaliate with great se- 
verity, though for the most part they were compelled to 
act on the defensive. 

The design to bring the United States again under the 
yoke of Great Britain, (as they were sometimes charged 
with,) seems scarcely probable, as in case of such a trans- 
fer, few could hope for reward or emolument ; such a 
swarm of needy nobility and gentry would have been first 
to be provided for, chance if even the very ringleaders of 
insurrection would have more than caught the crumbs that 
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fell from their table ; they could not at all events have 
been so much exalted but others must have been above 
them, and the ambition of many would not have stopped 
short of the topmost rounds of the ladder. 
, That it was the wish of the minority, or rather of their 
leaders, to dissolve the Republican form of government, 
and substitute an absolute monarchy of their own, was 
rather more rational.* 

Another suggestion, or rather charge against them was 
* that they aimed to divide the country into a number of 
petty principaUties, where each ambitious spirit could have 
found employment in lording it over a few acres, each lit- 



* Though in the age of childhood at that period, we re- 
collect some circumstances favoring such a supposition, in 
particular we have a distinct recollection of a certain aris- 
tocratical family who betrayed great anxiety to get the name 
of a y0ting son enrolled among the Cincinnati in the stead of 
his deceased father. With childish curiosity we teazed the 
mother to know * what ad?antage such an honor could pos- 
sibly bestow, and we recollect, that afler stating to us the 
origin of the Society, and its general objects, she added; 
* but there is another thing connected with it, which you 
must never tell — it is supposed the form of government in 
this country will sometime or other be changed, and if it is, 
ihey will be an Order of Nobility.' 

Child as we were at that period, we considered the keep- 
ing of a secret as a trust of inviolable honor, and though we 
sometimes used to contemplate our little friend as a future 
nobleman, never mentioned it ; by degrees, however, we 
began to think it a monstrous perverson, that the heroes who 
had staked their lives upon the principle, ' That all men 
were, and of right ought to be, free and equal,' should un- 
consciously be made the instrument of forging new fetters. 
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tie govereigii been independent in his own territory, and 
collected around him a choice little Court of all the wealth 
and all the talents comprehended within the circle of his 
own jurisdiction. This would have been aristocracy with 
a vengeance. Ridiculous as such a supposition may ap- 
pear, there was something to ground even such an opinion 
upon, and that was the manifest design to dissolve the Urdonj 
tlie great pains taken to set the middle and eastern States 
against the southern and western. 

But after all, these things were conjecture, it is impos- 
sible to tell what would have been done by persons who 
never had tlie power to do what they listed. 

As to the administre^tion party, they have not been 
without those errors which every thing human is subject 
Jo. But thirty years of republican legislation since that 
period has proved the charges then made against them to 
be false, and the prophecies vain. These latter, as we 
can now look calmly back and "smile to hear the distant 
tempest roar," it is quite amusing to recount. 

First, that "the country was about to be sold to 
France." 

Secondly, " that rank Jacobinism would immediately 
take the lead of pure republican principles." 

Thirdly, " that anarchy and wild misrule would imme- 
diately become the order of the day." 

Fourthly, " that more innocent blood would flow in our 
country, if the power continued in the hands of the repub- 
lican party twenty years, than ever deluged France during 
the time of revolutionary fury." 
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Fiftlily, " that in much less time, Atheistical principles 
would progress so fast as almost to banish the very name 
ofreligion.** 

Sixthly, " that our altars would soon be banished and 
our temples overthrown, the sabbath disregarded and even 
the very appearance of relfgion cease.'* 

Seventh, "that murder, adultery, and all the horrible 
crimes that ever scourged society would soon walk abroad 
unawed and unchecked." 

Eighth, " that the country was about to be oveiTun with 
Frenchmen, and that in a few years it would be difficult 
to distinguish our own countiymen or former language, 
as there would be througliout the country such a jumble 
of French and Enghsh as would surpass the confusion of 
Babel.'* 

Ninth, " that misery and speedy degradation awaited 
us at home, and abroad contempt and pity." 

These and many more such prophecies were continu- 
ally handed about, and foimed a subject of unceasing la- 
mentation and general conversation by the party inimical 
to the administration of that period. Nearly thirty yewra of 
peaceful legislatum^ we had like to have said, but peaceful 
it cannot be called, (constantly assaulted from foes with- 
out and opposition within,) but thirty years legislation of 
the same party, pursuing invariably the same policy, have 
since passed, and let us take a survey of the state of our 
country.* 

* Some difference of opinion may exist with respect to 
what constitutes that period, but we believe none will dis- 
pute that nearly thirty years of pure Republican legislation 
has passed since 1801. 
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Is there a nation on earth more respected abroad ? We 
are not, it is true, giving laws to the world ; but we are 
giving an example wliich every nation on the globe ia 
anxious to copy ; an example that has aroused many an 
oppressed people to struggle for their rights, and caused 
every tpant on the throne to tremble. 

The same wise policy towards France and England, 
has invariably been pursued by our Government. Wo 
hold tliem both in peace friends, but not allies, not at least 
in the sense implied by the opposition. 

The sabbath has continued to be regarded, as a day 
set apart for religious services ; and instead of our tem- 
ples being overthrown, there i^ no end to the new ones 
erecting. But amidst many contending sects, some hy- 
pocrisy, and more enthusiasm, pure and vital religion ne- 
ver probably had so great ati influence upon any nation. 
We see that liberty of conscience, so far from degenerating 
into licentiousness, has had an opposite tendency. It has 
caused the diflferent sects of rehgion to be more«reguIar in 
their walk, more exact in the performance of their duties. 
It has caused a holy emulation of who shall honor Grod 
most, and each is afraid to transgress his laws still more 
from the fear of being reproved by the brighter example 
of his neighbor. 

In all countries public opinion is somewhat fluctuating, 
and it is nothing imcommon to see one party up to-day, 
and to-morrow down, and vice versa — and it is somewhat 
singular that notwithstanding the untiring opposition of 
the minority, power has continued so long in the hands 
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of one party, and the cause is really a matter of intorest- 
iug inquiry. 

But to those who candidly and impartially investigate 
the subject, we think it must be obvious that one greui 
reason, and that perhaps the greatest, is the treatment of 
public officers of the administration party by the opposi- 
tion. Through the whole contest they have constantly 
maintained, (and it is the most curious af^crtion they have 
made,) that they were the strongest side; that all the 
wealth, talents, and erudition, as well as all the virtue, in 
the country, were on their side. If this be true, it is sur- 
prising that their opponents have for so many years held 
the reins of power, the first offices in the gift of the coun- 
try, and still do hold them. By what strange fatality 
does it hai^n, that none but the illiterate, the untalented 
and the poor, can govern 1 That the strong are overcome 
by the weak — the wise by tlie simple — ^the learned by the 
unlearned and illiterate. 

Weredlhis in any one instance the case, and we believe 
it has been in many, a very sufficient reason might be 
given for the exaltation of the humble and the abasement 
of the proud. 

People of very different sentiments liave reasoned to- 
gether upon the subjects of their difference and kept their 
tempers ; have kept within the bounds of decency an4 
good breeding ; have argued and even disputed without 
losing sight of politeness — ^but scarce ever has an argu- 
ment been conducted by the opposition without degenera- 
ting into scurrility and personal abuse.^ Thp private cho- 

* We allude particularly to the expressions common] j used 
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racteiv, ami family misfortunes, and hereditary defects of 
many a political opponent has l)een dragged forth, and 
exposed with malignant satire before an unfeeling world ; 
every political club of theirs was a circle of scandal, and 
every opposition paper a vehicle that conveyed it to the 
public. Male gossijw were continually prowling about, 
hunting for something disgraceful in the characters or 
families of their opponents ; and though the discoveries 
thus made has certainly disgraced some individuals, and 
killed more — though in some few instances a man may 
in consequence have put a pistol to his head, or a woman 
died broken hearted, yet on the whole, the discoverers 
have l>een the greatest sufferers. 

We do not say that the party thus attacked did not' in 
most instances retaliate. The great evil of any sin or 
folly, is that we cause others to imitate us. We do not 
say that the vulgar abuse so hberaliy poured out upon 
one party, was not often most abundantly returned. But 
we do say that they were second in the offencej and only 
followed the example of their refined and talented neigh-* 
bors who should have set them a better. The woe has 
fallen upon those by whom the offence came. 

Happily these things reach not beyond the grave, they 
affect not the memory of the departed, they seem indeed 
forgotten, while all the good in their character is remem- 
bered. Many a pen busy once in slandering the charac- 

in the opposition papers of that day. The polite epithetfl 
of *Deinagogues,' *Jacobin8,' 'Jackasses,' * Cut-throats.' 
''Hell-houndi^,' ^Blood-hounds,' &ic. &c. which were bandi- 
ed about in liberal profusion. 
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ter and impeaching the motives of the venerable states- 
man who dien presided over the councils of the nation, 
has since done ample justice. Many have actually be- 
come convinced of their error, and others having now no 
political purpose to answer, are glad to avow their real opin- 
ions, and would thankfully, were the thin^ possible, now 
make reparation ; that however is not necessary, since all 
attempts at injury have been like the snail, who under- 
took to obscure the beauty of a portico in a celebrated tem« 
pie, by dragging slime pver iL* 



*For the last few years prieceding (he election of the pres- 
ent Chief Magistrate, the spirit of party seemed to slumber, 
and so very quiet had it become, that souie even ventured 
to predict that it would be finally laid, that the two parties 
had melted into one, and become so perfectly amalgamated, 
we should soon be unable to distinguish either. Would to 
God it might have been so, but alas, the old enemy is once 
more awake, and like a giant refreshed, he has arisen, and 
is once more in the field. The same methods taken to 
blacken the character of the national rulers in 1803, has 
again been tried over. Then the country was about to be 
sold to France, now it was to be governed by ' military des* 
potism.' What is meant by this term the people do not per- 
fectly understand, but many a well meaning person has been 
inflaenced by it, and with his head filled with visions of 
standing armies, soldiers quartered in his house, eating up 
his whole substance, and his sons drag£[ed away to fight the 
battles of he knowa not what, and haunted by the imaginary 
sound of the drum and fife, has been induced to vote for he 
knows not what, and advocate measures of which he is i^ 
veiy incompetent judge, solely from fear of a ' military 

9 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



< Thai have we swept snspicion from our seat, 
And made our footstool of security.* 

ShakMpeare. 



Mr Cornelius Van Horn, and his old fashioned dame, 
Absolutely felt themselves in a new state of existence 
when first introduced into the circle at Mr Holbey's. The 
visitors almost exclusively consisted of persons of senti- 
ments, diametrically opposite to his own in most points.-— 
But he was astomshed to find many there whose proud 
aristocratic notions would, he judged, have made them 



chieftain.' This reminds us of an anecdote, so very appli- 
cable to the subject we cannot forbear the relation of it. 

Walking in a remote country place in the year 1809, with 
a party of young ladies, we came to a lonely ^ottace inhab- 
ited by an agedjoouple ; one of the ladies stopped Tor water, 
while the remainder seated themselves on a bench at some 
little distance awaiting her re-appearance. After some time 
we were aroused by violent ana repeated bursts of laughter ^ 
frem within, we immediately rushed into the house in a Dody 
to learn the cause of the merriment The old woman sat 
staring in stupid wonderment, while her husband ^iseovered 
a most curious physiognomy. Our rude young companion 
was seated on the floor, with her combs scattered about, her 
hair hanp^ns about her shoulders, and every feature con- 
vulsed with laughter which was renewed upon our entrance. 
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ynore select in their company, for the real character of Mr 
and Mrs Holbey was, notwithstanding their brilliant par- 
ties, and the display in their habitation, very soon gener- 
ally understood, and remarks to their disadvantage and 
cutting sarcasms were frequently made even by their 



We insisted upon knowing the cause, which, interrupted by 
many a paroxysm, she at length gave us. 

* You see,' said she, ^ how happy they seem here, should 
not you think these people were perfectly happy ? 

AU -'* Yes.' 

* Well, the old man has been perfectly miserable this eight 
years, for fear he should have to speak French in his old age, 
he had no other living trouble.' 

Here she rela|>sed into sueh along and violent fit of laugh- 
ter, that the dd man scratching his head two or three times, 
was compelled to finish the story. 

' They told me, (he proceeded,) eight years ago, if Jef- 
ferson went m, tJiis country was to be brought under France,^ 
•so says I, for martin, if Frenchmen are to rule over us, we 
shall have to speak French, shan't we ? Yes indeed, says 
they, there will be a law that every body that speaks Eng- 
lish shall be guillotined. Now the being under France or 
£ngland would not have made much difl^rence to me, as I 
shan't be here long you know, but to set about in my eld 
age to learn French, and^o have to Jabber, and mince, and 
'bow and scrape, why I thought I'd rather die first, and I 
liaive thought of BOthmg else for eight years.' 

We never saw the old man again, who died soon after, of 
the infirmities of age ; but we understood from one of his 
neighbors who witnessed his exit, that so completely had 
the idea of' coming under France,' as he called it, ^ot pos- 
■eflsion of his brain, that he raved incessantly about it in the 
delirium of death, and his last words were, ' My God, I cao 
never learn French!' 
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guests, while feaating at their board, some of which he 
felt assured, did at times reach their ears, but they were 
too pohtic to understand them. The good old gentleman 
felt even grieved that such expense should be lavished up- 
on such unthankful guests, and nooralized much upon the 
folly of human nature in thus perversely pursuing a 
shadow, when true happiness and contentment seemed 
within their grasp. As to conversation in these compa- 
nies, as politics was the unfailing and untiring theme, and 
he abominated a pitched battle, he was obliged to content 
himself with occasionally throwing in a remark, or telling 
a story, or chatting in a comer with the neglected Ade- 
laide, whose powers of mind he easily discerned though 
diffidence and the fear of ter domineering aunt and severe 
uncle prevented their development. The deep game Mr 
Holbey was playing with respect to her property, was 
something never suspected by him; he, nor no one pres- 
ent guessed at the nefarious villainy of his conduct to- 
wards that unfortunate orphan, for in' addition to the re- 
compense obtained for her education and board, Mr Mell- 
ville had lately forwarded large sums to be placed in one 
of the banks in New York in her name, in order to secure 
her a Uttle property, in case of those accidents in business 
which all are hable to in the fluctuations of trade. His 
fears of exposure had trebled since the announcement of 
the purchase of Louisiana by the United States, before that 
event he felt safe from being surprised by the appearance 
of Mr Mellville, as be had made a vow never to return to 
the United States, and Mr Holbe j knew he would be con- 
4wientious in keeping it; but now that the Territory in 
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wtiich he Iiad settled while a Spanish province, had come 
within our own jurisdiction, and was about to be admitted 
into the number of States,* he thought the prospect rather 
gloomy. Edward Mellville could now visit any part of 
the Union without an infringement of his promise ; one 
thing, however, still comforted him, and that was the over- 
whelming press of business that tied Edward to New Or- 
leans. This sihall source of consolation was destined to 
fidl subsequently, when the vexatious restrictions upon our 
conmierce obliged him to withdraw the vast amount of 
property afloat on the ocean, and become a man of leisure, 
but we will not anticipate. The thorns of conscience nev- 
er troubled Mr Holbey, yet his life had now for some time 
past been one of racking inquietude. No double-dealer is 
so securely masked but his villainy may some time come 
to light, and it often happens in a moment unlooked for ; 
all this he was aware o^ and peace was a stranger to his 
bosom. 

With the E" family Adelaide had kept up constant 

intercourse ; the letters of Sidney always made mention 
of her in a most affectionate manner, yet the health of the 
young man it appeared was by no means confirmed, and 
his great design in writing so often to his friends appeared 
to prepare their minds gradually for the change, which 
though protracted, he behoved to be hastening oru 

The f(Mtitude of Adelaide A is true, supported her, but 
the struggle between the fluctuaticms of hope, and alter'- 

* tt was not however admitted into the number of States 
nata 1612. 

5* 
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nations of despair, occasioned serious injury to her health, 
and her uncle approbated her going into the country for a 
time with the E— r — family, who were about to remove 
to a farm of tlieirs some miles from the city. They gave 
her a pressing invitation to go with them, but Mrs Holbey, 
however, to her astonishment and regret, absolutely re- 
fused, saying she was so useful to her in entertaimng her 
friends, that she could not spare her. This was really 
the case, but besides the«assistance which she gave to her 
aunt, there was another and a selfish reason why she could 
not be spared. 

Among their numerous vi&dtors was a family of the 

name of R y who at that time made a great figure in 

tlie city. They were esteemed immensely rich, but per- 
sons who had risen from greai obscurity, and the manner 
in which their wealth was supposed to be obtained, had 
rendered them rather more notorious than many whose 
rise in the world had been equally rapidt 

Just before the breaking out of the revolution in France, 
John R— ^ — r^ was a cconmcm sailor out of the port of 
New York. He had married the daughter of a fruit wo^ 
man, residing in one of those underground habitations 
that contain so large a part of the peculation of the city, 
and for three or four years they struggled through great * 
difficulties. Neither of them were gifted with much sen^ 
sibility, and Nancy, the wifc^ was as destitute of under- 
standing as a human being could possiUy be who was 
just capable of performing the commop offices of life.— 
However, they got along ; and John, from using great 
dilijfence on shores obtained some knowledge of tbfi sci^ 
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eoce of navigation ; and at length, in his seventh voyage, 
' iecame Mate of a vesseL This vessel was destined to a 

port in France, whither she arrived in the beginning of 

the uproar. 

The Captain had disposed of his freight, and nearly 
8hi[^)ed a return cargo, when he was taken suddenly ill, 
and died in a few hours — of course the mate became first 
ia Cinmnand. Previous however to the Captain's death, 
he had made preparations to bring away a noble family 
to the United States, and arrangements had been secretly 
made to accommodate them on board. Just before his 
death he held a consultation with, the mate, with whom 
he as was siy>posed, left instructions respecting the pro- 
scribed and persecuted family. The mate proceeded to 
Paris even before the captain was buried. One or two 
short but mysterious excursions followed, and the vessel 
was hurried away in the night on her voyage homeward. 
But DO passengers came ; something of the business had 
heea made known on board previous to the captain's de- 
cease, and to the honest questions of the sailors, the mate 
returned answer, that he could not find the family and it 
was hazardous remaining longer in port. 

The confused manner of the captain, his fi-equent fits 
of abstraction, and certain sentences tittered in his sleepi^ 
on his voyage homeward, excited the suspicions of the 
'Crew that the captain had secreted the property of the 
said f»miiy on hoafrd^ and Jbetrayed the owners of it to the 
fury of the Directory. No other proof of it «ver a|^are^ 
however, except from the circumstances of the family^^ 
vfaicb from that day were materially altered^ 
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In the course of a few years they ventured to come oul 
in full splendor — ^kept a glg» dien a carriage, took a large 
house and furnished it in great style, and sent their chil- 
dren to the first boarding schools, but as they were mostly 
too old to make over, there was after -all such an odd 
mixture of refinement and ^garity about -them as to 
cause much amusement 

The crowding themselves among people of ton was at 
first somewhat difiacult ; but what will not money efifecti 
In the enterprise of climbing into company, they were 
aided by the owners of the liltle vessel which still continu- 
ed her mysterious voyages, and still retained captam 
R— — as its master, and it was often matter of won- 
der, that such a little affair — ^for che was only ■ tons 
burthen — should be a source of such immense profit as it 
appeared. 

Captain R had one son, liis eldest cliild ; he 

was a hopeful youth, and seemed to promise to spend 
some of his father's ill-gotten wealth. He was much 
caressed, for profligate as his principles were' there was a 
certain air of quality and assurance about him that was 
extremely taking; he was not handsome indeed, but 
these helped to set off his well-made person to great ad- 
vantage, confirmed by the .reputation of his father^s inex^ 
haustible riches. 

The two daughters of Mr Holbey were both fascinated 
by young R— — , but unfortunately he had caught a 
glimpse of their cousin, and was captivated by her. Hie 
^character and principles had become known to Adelaide 
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from a moumful circumstance that had transpired in the 
imghborhood, and she justly abhorred him. 

He had won the afifections of a young orphan girl, a 
dependant in hisfather^s family, and left her a prey to 

ehame and misery. Captain R cmd his coarse 

wife had no charity for sins like hers, and they turned 
her from their door without pity or remorse. She sought 
and found shelter with a friend, though an humble one, 
who Uved in the same street and only a few paces from 
the residence of Mr Holbey. Here the misery of her sit- 
uation, combined with a broken heart, brought on a fever, 
Adelaide accidentally heard of her situation, from a ser- 
vant in the family ; she visited her frequently, and the 
wretched girl expired in her arms, after having given 
birth to an infant which happily followed her in a few 
hours. 

It seemed to be a great delight to Mrs Holbey to tor- 
ment her niece. As to nrnrryingher to Frederick R— — 
she could not have wished it ; as she had bng intended, 
if possible, to make a match for him with one of her own 
daughters ; and she knew her niece abhorred him. But 
he had deputized her to plead his case, and the spirit of 
^contradiction made it a much easier task than she had 
ju^icipated. 

^And so^ madam,* said Mrs Holbey, after an animated 
debate, ^and so, madam, you will not have any thing to 
•ay to Frederick R ■ , on account of that dirty minx, 
whom you degraded yourself by visiting a few months 
since.' 



/ 
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* Dear aunt, said Adelaide, *do not speak of poor So- 
phia in that manner ; consider she was, though basely 
betrayed, a true penitent, and doubtless now is a saint in 
Heaven.' 

* Monstrous I what, that Drab in Heaven 1 why what 
sort of company do you suppose are admitted there ? But 
this is nothing to the purpose ; those kind of things are 
nothing in a man — ^Frederick is not esteemed any worse 
for it' 

^ But,' retorted her niece, Hhe law of Grod makes no 
difference between the offenders on account of the opinion 
of men. The judgment of this world will be reversed in 
the eternal world. There the betrayed will be justified, 
and the betrayer condenmed.' 

* Why,' said her aunt, *do I understand youl do you 
pretend to say that a man is as bad as a woman in such 
cases I* 

* Worse, infinitely worse,* said her niece ; * who is the 
tempter 1 You might as well say that Eve was more 
guilty than the devil that tempted her. No woman ie 
tempter, imless some vile abandoned creature long addicted 
to a course of vice, and we are not speaking of sueh. 
Though the great Legislator makes no difierence in the 
ofienders, as I before observed, the world will not even 
divide the guilt, and let him who has caused it, come in 
for a share. And I must confess that of all the ftiults of 
my sex, I am most ashamed of that of endeavouring to 
screen the other firom blame, and lay all the fault to their 
own. There is in my opinion something not only im- 
&mixiine, and indelicate in it, but monstrously depraved. 
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And I neyer see a woman caressing one of those sort of men, 
I mean loading him with civilities, but I suspect in a 
moment the purity of her own principles.' 

Here Mrs Holbey stopped, utterly at a loss for an an- 
swer; the bddness of her niece amazed her, and the novelty 
€f the doctrine confounded at length tacking to another 
point, she went on^ 

'Now Adelaide think how much pains I have taken to 
ladk yon up a good husband, and here is one young, rich, 
and handsome^ one that half the girls in the city would be 
glad to have.' 

* I am very sorry indeed to ^sappoint you madam, but 
the heart is not to beforced, and my judgment here cor- 
responds with my feelings, I will positively never marry a 
man of his principles.' 

< Ridiculous,' muttered Mrs Holbey, as she ascended to 
the drawing-room to entertain a select party, * insuperably 
ridiculous.' 

This select party was a very few friends of the younger 

class, invited to keep Frederic R in countenance, her 

own daughters were present, and Adelaide together for a 
novelty. Condemned to pass the time in the society of 
one whom she both detested and 'despised, her niece en- 
deavored to conduct rherself with propriety, and yet so as 
to give as little offence as possible ; her coldness however 

was so marked, that Frederic R could not but feel 

mortified at it, and determined to revenge himself by flirt- 
ing with her cousin Miss Emeline, who was so good na- 
tisred as to endeavor to sooth the feelings of the mortified 
lover, and so successful were her efibrts, that the evening 
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passed off tolerably, and Adelaide came off with a far more 
moderate lecture tlian she expected. 

Mrs Holbey had designed to have the assistance of her 
husband in tormenting her niece, but the flirtation of her 
daughter this evening changed the current of her thoughts^ 
and she now resolved, to lend all her forces to accomplish 
ior Emeline,. wliat she had before despaired of doing. Her 
endeavors were well seconded by that young lady, and to 
make a long story short, Emeline Holbey in a few short 
weeks became the wife of Mr R much to the satis- 
faction of her cousin, who tried to treat him as a relative^ 
though the image of the betrayed and murdered Sophia 
would at times rise between them. 

One great object of the family was now accomplished ; 
they had disposed of one of their daughters as was sup- 
posed to a man of fortune, at least one who would be so. 
The idea of strengthening themselves by such an alliance, 
was ever uppermost, but in this they were doomed to be 

disappointed. Captain R had no respectable 

connexions whatever, and in fact he had none now of 
any kind, having frozen all his poor relatives out of the 
house long since ; by some strange acctderU his low origin 
was not known to the family he connected himself with 
until after the marriage; then it was a subject of great sat- 
isfaction to some of the guests of Mr Holbey to hint at, as 
also the indirect sneers by which he obtained his property. 
The first they were exceedingly mortified at, the last was 
a subject of perfect indifference ; no fears of a terrible re« 
tribution alaimed them. 



f 
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Much as Mr Van Horn saw to despise in this family 
he could not from the habitual benevolence of his feel- 
ings^ but feel a sensation of pity for the young lady, who 
had precipitated herself into a marriage with a iellow of 
Frederic'swell known principles. Once he ventured to 
bust something of that sort while the matter was pending, 
but finding it not very graciously received, forbore the sub- 
ject. 
- After the marriage of Emeline, the new couple were 

aecofiomodated with an elegant mansicHi in '- street, 

most splendidly furnished, and the pride of Mrs Hdbey, 
and mean ambition of her husband were exceedingly grat- 
ified Iqr the display of their daughter's establishment ; per- 
sons from their old placeof residence on the Delaware, 
with whom they were but slightly acquainted, were fte- 
quentty met in the city and compelled to call on their 
daughter, in order to excite the envy of their old associates 

j; by a relation of the splendor in which she lived, while her 
mother took care to insinuate that nothing but inclination 
prevented Augusta fi-om being settled equally eligible, but 
the dear girl loved her parents so much, she could not sup- 
port the idea of a separation from them. * And where,* 

i the country guests would sometimes ask, * is that lovely 
niece of yours 1 We should not have been surprised to 
have found her so well married.' 

* Why somehow,' her aimt would answer, * she does not 
seem to please the beaux's ; Adelaide is a very clever girl, 
but there is nothing fascinating about her.' 

10 
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The truth was^ the fiimily had discouraged several ap^ 
plications upon the score of her fonner attachment, for 
though she had never disclosed her sentiments, they took 
the Uberty of saying her heart was disposed of. Frederic 

R was the only person who liad ever persevered after 

such a discouragement, and he would not be put off with- 
out at least an effort The charge of stiffness, preciseness, 
&c., which was often indirectly aimed at her, was cer- 
tainly erroneous, as no one could be more easy, unaffected 
and conversable, except on one subject that unfortunately 
was the everiasting subject of conversation at her uncle's. 
Upon that Adelaide resolutely preserved silence; with a 
prudence much above her years, she resolved to avoid all 
occasions of offence or altercation. She knew Mr Holbey 
was extremely susceptible to every thing on thatflubjecl, 
and her reason and conscience both forbid her to go. all 
lengths in condemning with him. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



' Great men ofl die by vile Bezonians — 
A Roman soldier and bandetto slave 
Murdered sweet Tully ; Brutus^ bastard band 
Stabb'd Julias Caesar.* 



We have now brought our tale to the year 1804 ; it was 
now a very. busy season, the second term of Mr Jefferson's 
election approached, and it was necessary that every man 
should be at his post, and that every thing should be done 
Co impede so dreaded an event. The talents of Mr Hol- 
bey, like those of many other persons of like sentiments, 
were put to severe requisition. The bustling about, and 
ingress and egress of certain unknown visitors to the study 
to hold nocturnal consultations, increased nightly. Had 
Adelaide been in doubt respecting the business ti'ansact- 
ing there, her doubts must have been solved by the peru- 
sal of a scroll that accidentally fell into her hands in pass- 
ing the door one day ; as it was hastily shut, the paper 
blew towards her, she did not at first know where it came 
from, until taking it up she read a word or two that ex- 
cited her curiosity to see the remainder, as there was no 
name, and it was a mutilated sheet, she felt no com- 
punction at retaining it, and safely closeted in her room, 
nhe sat down to the perusal. The first and last part were 
torn ofT, but the paragraph left commenced thus : 
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* Tlius far you have dcme weUy biU you must not relax, fio 
matter upon wliat ground you go, so you blacken his clutracr 
ter. You say, ' tJie old charges haioe become stale^^ then invenl 
new ones, TIuU <mecdote that old -related^ tfumgh not 

a word ofUis true, wiU do niceh/y exceUently — make the most 
of it ; charge him stoutly with ****** and defy his friends 
and partizans to disprove it. The parties are all dead pretty 
inuchy a}id dead men tell no tales; — no nor deny none. 

Ills moral character^ his dangerous morab, be sure and in- 
sist upon thaty no matter about beUetmg tJic thing yourself you 
knowy t1\£ thing is to make others believe it. If we could con- 
trive something to gull the yeomanry, tliere is the rub, ITiey 
stand like a firm phalanx around tlie Presidential chmr; it were 
easier to beat down an amvy of spears tlianmove their stubborn 
metal. If any thing would do that, ilie cJuxrge of Ir^tdellty if 
well supported might. Do the best you can vnth thaty be sure 
and insist upon tfie speech of Randolpliy ahout the meeting- 
house in Connccticuty hisfriend*s sentiments c^e his own, cuul 
infiddiiy in him, is only a borrowed liglufrom the PresidenC — 

The remainder of this interesting communication wa^s 
torn ofl) much to the grief of A<lclaide, whose curiosily liad 
become quite excited by this specimen of diplomatic in- 
struction ; but what should she do vvilh the scroll after slie 
had perused it ; to destroy it might raise suspicion in her 
uncle should he miss it, tliat some of the family had in- 
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vaded his sanctum sanctorum, and his temper, already 
fractious and irritable to the last degree, might vent itself 
upon some unfortunate, domestic, or even upon herself, 
should he chance to suspect her. At length trusting to 
his halntual fits of abstraction, and hoping one of them 
might be on, she ventured to steal to the dooTy and insin- 
uate it under the crack ; the experiment succeeded, and 
she retreated to her own room undiscovered. 

In addition to the labor of writing, attending caucuses, 
&c., Mr Holbey had now to travel frequently from town 
to town, and State to State, and in these excursions his 
lady pertinaciously insisted upon accompanying him, 
though his journeys were generally conducted with such 
rapidity as to preclude the idea of pleasure. Her plea was 
ill health, and the benefit derived fh)m exercise, and to do 
her justice, we believe that was the case, the life of dissi- 
pation which she now followed, the late hours she kept, 
and the cares of ambition, had worn upon her constitu- 
tion, and disposed her to premature old age. Female di- 
plomatists were common in those days, as well as female 
disputants, but her talents unhappily did not qualify her 
for any such business; beyond match-making and match- 
breaking they had never been taxed ; hut the rage of trav- 
elling had seized her, and as her boys were away at 
sphool, and Augusta chose to stay with her sister, it was 
at length arranged that Adelade should pass a few weeks 

with her friend Miss E . The long desired permission 

was most thankfully received, and she wrote to Eliza to 
apprise her of the the visit, and received by return of post 

10* 
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n n)(Mt afllectiouate answer, and desire to baste her journey. 
A few days after found her an inmate of the peaceful and 
respectable fan^ily that inhalnted E farm. Most joy- 
ful was the meeting between the two friends, and cordial 
tlie welcouie from the venerable master of the mansion.— 

She found Mr E perceptibly altered for the worse, 

notwitlistanding the benefit of purer aii*, yet he still con* 
tinned to walk about, and daily went to view their beau- 
tiful garden, supported by tlie ami of Iiis lovely and pious 
daughter, who watched his countenance with looks of 
anxious tenderness ; he was frequently too feeble to walk, 
witliout sitting down often to rest, and the arm of Ade- 
laide was now added to his otlier support 

' Oh how difiercnt,' thought Adelaide after a few days 
rasidcnce there, * how different my time passes here ; here 
God is regarded in all tlxings ; here the day begins and 
ends in prayer^ no light, frivolous and scandalous subjects 
" of conversation occupy tlie time, the minds of this family 
are too well informed to need such food, besides that their 
pi'inciples would ibrbid such an abusQ of time. No an3dou9 
inquiries after the iiewest fashions, nor that constant la- 
]x)r of altering, cultuig, and contriving to keep pace with 
them, that makes Ulc house of my aimt such a scene of 
(X>n fusion. 

Her present residence must indeed have been a relief 
to Adelaide ; Mrs Holbey, since lier living in the great 
city, had been indcfatigabte to keep up with fashions, one* 
of the supernumeraries was emploiycd as a seamstiess, and 
lier niece who spent the gr^^ater part of her tiixie in assist- 
ing her, was obliged to take her share of the fietful and 
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sometimes passionate complaints of her aunt, whose rage 
to keep up with the pink of the mode, kept her constantly 
uncomfortable, and do the best they could, she was never 
perfectly satisfied ; the power of making her young and 
handsome was not delegated tl^em ; as to tlie latter, she 
had never been remarkable for beauty, and tlie mother of 
growu up daughters could scarce expect to p^iss for young. 
This was of course behind the scenes, for tlie moment a 
visitor was anrM)unced, her face was all smiles, and she 
would at once throw off the vexation of the work-room^ 
and appear before them with such an air of dignified ease 
that no one '^ould have in the least suspected lier late em- 
ployment, nor dreamed she had Just ceased scolding her 
unfortunate niece and attendant She used frequently to 
speak of her devoting a portion of her moniing to reading, 
and to impress the behcf upon her guests that this had 
been her. employment, would sometimes appear with a 
book in her hand ; in reality reading was one of the most 
unpleasant of all avocations,, unless it was something re- 
lating to fashions, or some scandalous pai-agraph in tlie 
newspapers. 

We cannot follow the family of Mr Holbey during the 
absence of their niece. What transpired in his election- 
eering excursions has never come to our knowledge. — 
Doubtless the particulars would be infinitely interesting, 
but for the present we must abide witJx his much injured 
xdece. 

Who can wonder at the happiness of Adelaide when 
released from the painful restraiats of her uncle's house» 
and transported into a region where every thing was.con-- 
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geuial to her tastQ and feelings— eniong those she loved, 
too, and who hesides were tlie friends of. Sidney, never ti- 
red of talking of tiim to her delighted ear, never weary of 
hearing his praises. The frequent anecdotes of his early 
Ufc, the various instances of his goodness of temper and 
correctness ef principle were ever pleosmg. How truly 
delightful to hear the praises of those we dearly love ! 

The eoily piety of his beloved son was of all others a 

favorite topic with the venerable Mr E . Frequently 

when mentioning Uie pleasing proofs of a Christian tem- 
per in hhn even in childhood, he would Uft up his aged 
hands and bless his Heavenly Father who had hitherto 
kept his child unspotted from the world. 

' Let others boast,' he would say, ^of the greatness of 
their change, of their being plucked as brands from the 
burning while wallowing in sin, (a thing truly to be 
thanldul for,) but my happiness is that my darling boy 
was led ^^to seek^^^ the kingdom of heaven and its right- 
eousness," that he was taught to love his Creator in the 
days of his youth, and gave his young heart first to Qod. 
He cannot, it is true, stand up in the pulpit and boost of 
his extraordinary change, he cannot describe the pollu- 
tions of the world in such a maimer as nearly to pollute 
the ears of those who hear, he cannot tell of his former 
crimes against the law of Grod, as well as of decency and 
common sense, and then cry, " behold the change ! come 
and see — if ever man had full assurance I may well have. 
Others may doubt, but of my conversion no one can." 




THE HOI.BET FAMILY. IIT 

^ He whO| (continued the old g«ntleman») from a villain 
liecQiBes an hcM&est man, it ifl true has incontrovertible ev- 
idence that a great change has taken place. Whether it 
be from &tigiie of the pleasure of the world and of sin, or 
«t'denre to acquire a new character, or a rising distaste to 
the gallows, or-— conversion to God, yet the evidence is 
certain ; and he who like my beloved Sidney, early rejects 
sinful pursuits because he knows them to be offensive to 
his Maker, as well as detestable in themselves, and pub- 
versive of all moral principle, he who like my son, rejects 
the vain pomp and glory of the world, whose gratifications 
£:>rtune has placed within- his reach, for the pursuits of 
piety and godliness has another sort of evidence. 

I know the ignorant run in crowds to hear a man who 
has been a notorious sinner, and many erithusiastic people 
absolutely shrink from the {s-eaching of a man who has 
always led a moral life ; but peftons of sense, of informa- 
tion, and real discernment, are nevertheless most edified 
by the latter. People of experience, too — ^that woful tea- 
cher !— who know all the deceptions of sin, and tliat it 
can occasioiudly a^stune almost any shape, are slow in ' 
giving credit to bucIi marvellous conversions. They re- 
member, in the strong language of scripture, *^ many a 
dog return to his vomit, and sow that was washed, to her 
wallowing in the mire." They know the polluting na- 
ture of sin, arTd that its motions are not so easily eradicated 
from the heart, or its images from the brain. 

* There is not,' said Mr E . ■ ■ , pursuing his sub- 
ject, Hhere is not to my mind a more disagreable and 
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repulave being than one of those self-righteous teacher^ 
coined out of the lowest and most profligate of sinners^ 
dictating to and overhauling other Christians, peofde who 
perhaps worshipped Ood in sincerity and truth before they 
were bom, and telling them ^Hhey have never experien- 
ced a change," because they can tell of no change like 
theirs. They have never given way to evil practices and 
corrupt propensities until they had become a part of them- 
^ selves. The person who has never given way to a re- 
vengeful teni])er camiot tell when he ceased to wish his 
ncigiibor ill and to seek his harm ; he who has confined 
hid ullections to one dear object cannot tell when he ceas- 
ed to desire his neighbor's wife ; nor will he who has been 
Kititified with the allotment of this world's goods which* 
Providence ha^^ bestowed upon him, be able to tell token 
he ceased to covet the possessions of others ; he who has 
always been honest in his dealings can name no time 
when he left oft' cheating or stealing, or who was always 
temperate wlien he began to hate spirituous liquors. 

Tlicre is however in moral persons^ when they begin to 
comprehend the great end of creation, and to feel interest- 
ed in the concerns of their immortal being, an increasing 
love towards their neighbors whom they have seen, as 
well as towards Him whom they have not seen ; they see 
too a beauty in holiness surpassing description, and their 
feelings are often too refined to meet the comprehension 
of such as I have been describing, who continue to in- 
quire, ' where is the evidence of his change V not discern- 
ing tiiat the evidence is, like the change, internal. 
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The pencils of wh(mi I have been speciking are not 
c<Nitented with the great enjoyment they profess to feei 
themselves, but they must ascertain precisely what state 
others are in and try them by .their own standard. They 
generally upon coming into a church want to ccxnmence 
a general overturn, or g^img, among the members; to 
make, as they call it, .*^a rattling among the dry bones f* 
that is, to carry on a kind of inquisitive process, by which 
Uiey expect to detect all false professors, and I have known 
a member of this description succeed in throwing a whole 
church into confusion before he had been in it six months. 
By degrees such persons draw a few to their standard, 
and tlien commences the Aristocracy of the Church— -and 
of all aristocracy, this is the most arbitrary and tyranical. 
Adelaide, did you ever know any thing of . aristocracy in 
churches V 

Adelaide rephed that she never did ; that she had heard 
something of the kind hinted, when speaking of the Bish- 
op of the church to which she belonged, but had been 
taught to believe there was a perfect equality in all secta- 
rian societies, not only among the members but their Cler- 
gy too. 

< Nothing can be a greater mistake,' said the old gen- 
tleman; *the baneful principleof aristocracy has every- 
where extended its influence. The desire of man to ex- 
alt himself above his fellow, is found cver5rwhere; and 
reUgioufl sects, far from levelling idle distinctions, create 
new and arbitrary ones. The purer the sect is esteemed, 
the greater in general is the tyranny of their government 
Religion itself however, always bear in mihd, is not to be 
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cliarged with tliis. The distinguishing charaQteristic of 
true religion is, and ever will be, humility; but it is the 
mistaken notions of it received from the traditions of noen* 
joined to the worst sort of pride, i. e. spiritual pride» that 
occasions this.' 

* Pity/ said Adelaide, *that pride should ever insinuate 
itself into spiritual tlungs. It is the most tyranical of all 
passions, and doubtless the cause of those bloody persecu^ 
lions which liave disgraced the church in former ages.— - 
The attempt to tyranize over the conscience of -another^ 
and above all to coerce in things indifferent in themselves, 
appears to me the most unreasonable of all the eflfects of 
[Hide. But I was just now tliiiiking, dear sir, of one sect 
of Christians whose manners I very much admire, be- 
cause of the appearance of humihty and perfect equality - 
among them. I mean the Quakers. I hope the spirit of 
aristocracy has not found its way into their quiet assem- 
blies.* 

* Hem,' said Mr E-^ ^ *of that another time. It 

remixuls me of a most interesting story, the whole particu- 
lars of which are undoubted matters of fact, and which I 
will relate to you the first opportunity that offers ; at pre- 
sent, I wish to make a few remarks respecting the gov- 
ernment of the church where you and I have the honor to 
be members. 

< I believe it is agreed on all hands that it is necessaiy 
that every thing should have some sort of government.— 
From the earliest ages of Christianity down to a period of 
time not more than three hundreci years distant, the whole 
Christian church has been governed by Bishops ; and we 
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have the fuUest' testimony that we can have, unlees a 
voice from heaven should proclaim it, that such an ar- 
rangement was agreable to our divine Master, the great 
Head of the Church. Since the discipline was decided 
upon originally by these, who must have known the mind 
of our Lord, either from his own lips, or from those of his 
iimnediate successors the Apostles ; if from the latter, 
there was no danger of deception, the office of a Bishop 
was then martyrdom. That the whole particulars of the 
disciidine directed by our Lord is not contained in the Bi- 
ble, is no evidence against it ; the book itself testifies that 
* there were many other things which Jesus did,* not con- 
tained there, and why not the directions for regulating his 
Church one 1 We know it must have had some sort of 
government, as it could not have existed without 

* But I am not going into an argument in favor of epiiEh 
copacy, but simply defending the Church from the charge 
of aristocracy. I assert that the government of it is such, 
as to cause a perfect equality among its members. With 
the necessary distinction between priest and people, and 
Bishop and Priest there are no other distinctions ; it is not 
possible for a lew designing or enthusiastic members what- 
ever their pretensions to extraordinary sanctity may be, to 
take the reins of power, and lord it over God's heritage. — 
It is as preposterous as to consider the King of England 
the head of the Church in his kingdom, because he styl^ 
himself the ^ Defender of the Faithful,' when it is known 
he has no more spiritual power in the Church than the 
meanest member in it The feet is, there are here no 

11 
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committees to set upon the charaotera or consciences of its 
members, and that is the true reason why persons of a cer- 
tain description choose to leave it, and go where they may 
possibly arrive at higher honors. Now Adelaide dear, have 
I not vindicated the Church? 

' Most ably, sir,' said Adelaide, whose reverential^-egard 
^ of the speaker made her almost fancy that truths divine 
came mended from his tongue — *but the story, dear sir, 
the stor}\* 

^Thou shalt have it this evening if no company calls on 

us,' said Mr £ y smiling to find his favorite, though 

exempt from many of the foibles of her sex, gave at least 
one proof of being a descendant of Eve. The evening 
proved drizzly and unpleasant, of course no company 
came, much to the satisfaction of Adelaide, who took par- 
ticular pains to get the cricket for the old gentleman, draw 
the great tsrmchair into his favorite comer, and beat up the 
cushion, after which she snuffed the Ught% and placing 
her basket of work on the stand, sat herself down with a 
look that seemed to say, I'm all attention.' Eliza smiled 
significantly, and the old gentleman commenced his story. 
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CHAPTER X, 



THE STORY. 

In oae of. the inland towns in the Slate of Massadio- 
t^tts, situated upon a rising ground that commands a view 
of four townsbipsy is a large white dwelUng-house, sm- 
xouiided by a grove of Lombardy poplars. A spacious 
porch in front shielding a handsome door-way^ together 
with the tasteful and sy metrical form of the building, and 
extremely picturesque situation, seems to mark it as the 
.abode .of opulence and refinement. Nevertheless, there is 
4a^»iaf ihis a kind of niggardness in tlie ihiishing, a some- 
thing about it that seemed to say, here genius was cramp- 
ed and invention turned out of doors 

The broad entry was once evidently adorned by a doub- 
le tier of glass that run lengthwise of the door, generally 
denominated side-lights, — as the patched places from 
whence they were taken is very visible ; and over the 
large door-way, which should have been surmounted by 
an arch, a single jow of small window-glass alone admit- 
ted the light. 

These, with some other singularities, would lead the 
traveller to suppose that the first owner had disposed of 
it in an unfinished state to some person who had not the 
ability to complete the original design. That however 
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would be erroneous, as the first possessor has alwajrs con 
tinued to be its tenant, unless debts occasioned by the vil 
lany of others and a long train of family misfortunes ma; 
liavG compelled him to part with it within a very fe\ 
vears. 

Hard by the building I have described, a little low 
roofed cottage, completely shaded by trees and close be 
side a very fine orchard, courts the attention of the wear 
and way-worn traveller, and seems to invite him to rcpoa 
and refreshment. 

This cottage was once the abode of Obadiah, for so w 
shall call the owner of the great house. Here he paspe 
years of comparative felicity, surrounded by his rhubb 
sons and blooming daughters, nor dreamed of the seem 
of afiliction and bereavement preparing for him when h 
should become the possessor of tlie long coveted grci 
house 

The wife of Obadiah was a shrewd, intelligent womai 
very notable, and in her youth gifted with an uncx>mmo 
share of personal l)eauty. This latter qualification, if 
can be called one, was probably the most coveted by Obi 
diah ; for this he had wooed and won a woman wh< 
whatever her pretensions might be, (and they were mi 
ny,) possessed not one single sentiment in unif^n wit 
her husband. Their tastes were diametrically oppoi-i 
in all things ; and although the cares of a' young fami 
and the vast assemblage of persons continually ilockir 
to their hospitable mansion did not for a time scarce pp 
mit them to realize it, yet they were destincci in after li 
to feel the bitterness of an ill-assorted Union. 
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Obadiah aod his wife both belonged to the peaceable 
sect of the Quakers, it cannot therefore be supposed there 
was ever any thing Uke contention between them ; yet 
tbe want of unison in their modes of thinking and acting 
vag often the subject of remark. 

It is well known that there are two or three sects in 
our country that from the very nature of their constitu- 
tions are involi^ed in a continual round of visiting. The 
Btated meetings held in various places and demanding 
the attendance of both sexes, and the custom or law that 
requires every family to drop their work in the middle of 
the week, generally the most busy part of it, and certain- 
ly the most busy part of the day, and assemble for wor* 
ship, greatly promotes this sort of intercourse. 

Obadiah was aplain-deahpg, honest man, but wedded, 
strcmgly and irrevocably wedded to the forms of the peo- 
ple in whose creed he had been educated. Whenever 
there was a meeting be was sure to be tliere ; whatever 
the business he had in hand, it was all thrown by, when 
the stated day and hour arrived. If his horse was draw- 
ing} or ploughing, or grinding, it mattered not ; he must 
be taken oif immediately and harnessed to carry the ipas- 
ter to meeting ; and the children generally, unwilling to 
work whUe their parents enjoyed relaxation, followed his 
example, while his numerous work people on such occa- 
sions were generally left to oversee themselves. 

Buch devout attention to meeting did not pass undb- 
senred or unrewarded. The meeting, taking into consid- 
eration his great zeal and exemplary deportment, and re- 
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ligious attention to the traditions of his fathers^did at sun- 
dry times confer upon him the high honor of escoiting the 
sisterhood on their travels when called to preach; and 
forasmuch as it was then a rule in the meeting, that no 
sister called to officiate as a travelling preacher should be 
gallanted by her own husband, Obadiah found himself 
frequently appointed to protect the sisterhood on these ex- 
cursions, and most comfortable and edifying he often de- 
clared they were, to the great annoyance of Sabrina his 
wife, who was rather heterodox on such subjects, protest- 
ing that she thought a woman's duties were at home, and 
that her call was to guide her own house and bring up 
her children, and that they were more profitably employ- 
ed thus than in the work of the ministry. 

Now Sabrina, to do her justice, though as I before said 
ratiier heterodox, had not a single particle of jealousy in 
her composition ; nevertheless the very mention of a Jatir- 
ney never failed to elicit from her some cutting observa- 
-lion, which usually drew from Obadiah along deep groan, 
but this did not in the least alter his purposes. 

In addition ,to this, his fame fast increasing, brought 
crowds of company to his house, insomuch that its dimen- 
sions could in no way accommodate them, and hastened 
the building of the large house, which they had for years 
contemplated erecting, but meant to defer until their pro- 
perty should be greatly tiugmented. It liad however now 
become absolutely necessary to provide accommodations 
for their numerous visitors, and the plan of the house wm 
awMX)rdingly drawn. 
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The greater part of the property of Obadlah had come 
by his wife ; it was not then a wonder that that lady 
should wish to have a voice in building it, and besides this 
die had much the most taste of the two, and her rew)ark- 
aUy prudent and industrious liabits had been the means 
of saving much that but for her management would inev- 
itably have taken wings. Her station as a wife, too, she 
thought entitled her to be consulted in the busincsjs, and 
finally her taste selected the site for the new house, and 
her judgment devised the plan of the building throughout, 
which had it been faithfully pursued would have produ- 
ced a house of remarkably neat and tasteful appearance. 
It would besides have been the very handsomest hou^ in 
that part of the country. 

£lated with the prospect of her success, Sabrina could 
not bwt occasionally felicitate hei-self upon the growing 
success of her undertaking. These innocent feelings of 
pleasure and self-gratulation were often expressed in pre- 
sence of her friends and neighbors, and they were not to 
be borne ; and the fiend of jealousy and spirit of domina- 
tion, taking the form of the genius of bigotry, soon found 
means to check such exultations. 

A great stir was soon set on foot in the meeting, ' that 
Obadisdi was building a house beyond his mean'b,* and a 
select committee appointed to look into his affairs, to find 
out whether the said Obadiah was able to go through th« 
4indertaking, J 
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Tliis was like a thunder-clap to both husband add wife, 
nevertheless there was no help for it, unless they choee to 
lose cast, and accordingly they prepared to display tlieir , 
books (o the meeting,) as the power embodied iu the com- 
juittee was tenned,) ond inform that august body of the 
state of their affairs, even to a singfe fraction. 

The proud bosom of Sabrina swelled almost to bursting 
at the indignity, but jmtient Obadiaii, after many a leng- 
thened groan, prepared to obey ; and when the commit- 
tee arrived to uiquire into the state of his finances, he re- 
ceived them with the meekness of Moses — kept nothing 
back, but submitted all his books, notes of hand, &c. &c. 
to their inspection. 

After a great deal of figuring, questioning and cross- 
questioning, (all which Obadiah, beluga very fair decder, 
stood the test of,) the committee were constrained to con- 
fess, and give tneir affidavit, 'that the said-Obadiah was 
fully able to build the said house.' 

Well this business hapfrily over, the persecuted couple 
supposed there was an end of examination for the present, 
and that they should.now be permitted a breathing spell. 
But no ; they were now to be tried upn another indict- 
ment, viz : "that of having planned their house too much 
in conformity with the fashions of the world, i. e. too much 
with regard to exterqal appearance." 

Obadiah, to use a vulgar phrase common in that day, 
was stumped. He stared, and hem'd, and groaned audi- 
bly, and then demanded in some confusion, * if the plan 
of his house embraced any thingimnecessarj' T 
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* Yesy' was the reply, 'the sashes m each side of the 
front door were unnecessary, and looked like pride and 
conformity to the world.' 

* The entry would be dark without them,' was Obadi- 
ah's nieek reply.' 

'They must be takeif out, and a single row of small 
glass substituted over the door will answer every purpose 
except that of pride,' responded the speaker of the com- 
mittee of vigilance. 

Here Sabrina ventured to remonstrate. ' They are al- 
ready in, and cannot be taken out without additional ex- 
pense and injury to the house ; the places must be liUcd 
up and the patched plastering will not be strong, besides 
which the sashes taken out will be useless to us.' 

It was in vain she reasoned. Obeyy was the word, and 
Obadiah, who had daily been in the habit of congratula- 
ting himself 'that he lived in a land of gospel liberty, with 
none to make him afraid/ and thanksgiving that it was not 
liis wretched lot to be bom in the dominions of the Pope, 
or even in England, where he might have been tythed 
and Priest-ridden, submitted to an act of tyranny which 
even the Pope in the very zenith of his power never tho't 
of inflicting. Some other alterations were proposed, in a 
manner that amounted to a command, and the committee 
withdrew. 

It was not in the nature of woman to sit down in si- 
lence and see her plans frustrated in this manner, and to 
do justice to Sabrina this was not all ; she wisely argued, 
that any thing so trifling was. unworthy the notice of the 




130 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

meeting, and that no possible harm could be done by re- 
sisting what she conceived to be usurped power. 

Not so reasoned Obadiali ; he, good man, had often sat 
in the seat of judgment when the characters and fortunes 
of his neiglibors were the subject of debate, and had nev- 
er hccn known to lean to the sido^of mercy when a viola- 
tion of disci])Iine was the offence. Condemned by tl>c ve- 
ry laws he had so rigorously enforced upon others, he felt 
himself finable to resist, or in other words, *caught in hia 
own net. The remonstrances of his spirited wife were 
totally disregarded and the alterations suggested were 
immediately made ; and among others that of the sashes, 
though op])oscd by ahuost every individual of his whole 
familv^ 

* This circumstance in the life of Obadiah was what I 
wished to call your particular attention to,' said Mr E— ^ 
but as you cannot but feel some interest in tliese persons^ 
and some very singular and romantic events are connect- 
ed with the remaining part of their history, I will if you 
wish, relate all of the remaining part with which I am 
acquainted.' 

Adelaide entreated him to go on, sayuig she liad be- 
come so much interested m the story as to forget (nat it 
was only related as an illustration of his sentiments on (he 

subject of church discipline. Mr E accordingly 

continued. 

* These troubles, quite serious at the time, no doubt 
were soon erased from the minds of thg family by real ca- 
lamities. Death entered his house and swept in success 
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sion his oldest daughter, and youngest son, not less belov- 
ed by his doating parents. I have said Obadiah and his 
^e had no sentiment in union, but that of parental af- 
fection was certainly an exception. They not only loved 
their children but were both proud of them — both cherish- 
ed a sentiment so hostile to their own peace and so oppo- 
sed to the spirit of the religion they professed. Pride was 
never made for man, and oh, how idle to feel pride in that 
which the breath of the Almighty can in a moment dissir 
pate. And yet if pride in a child could have been excus- 
ed, the attractions of these children might plead powerful- 
ly. I still remember the channsof the young Quakeress, 
and surely never did a plain bonnet hide a lovelier face. 
Her blooming cheeks, ^pencilled eyebrows, and full black 
eyes, are now in imagination before me ; so lustrous and 
tender, they looked as if floating iu some liquid element. 
There are only two sorts of black eyes ; those which I 
have.described have the softest possible expression ; the 
other kind, small quick and piercing, are the most disa- 
grcable feature that a woman can possess ; and are as 
surely indicative of pride, malevolence, and ill temper, as 
any of the signs in heaven are of tempestuous w^eather. — 
But to return. 

Both parents felt the blow severely, and both stmggled 
for resignation to the Divine will. Sickness frequent and 
long continued in the family, and continued and fresh in- 
undations of company seemed conspiring to destroy the 
means of the family, assisted in its way by occasional fail- 
ures by which from time to time they were losers. 



132 ARlSTOCRACYj OR* 

Sabrina, whoee early and great exertions had injurf 
ber constitution, sunk into a state of jiervous debility thi 
{irevented her attention to business she had been in tl 
habit of attending to during her husband's long absence 
Those journeys did not grow more rare, but on the contn 
ry now succeeded each other in continued rotation ; io 
added to his calls to accompany others, he had now b< 
come a preacher himself, and frequent and long joume} 
had become matters of course. 

It cannot be said that Obadiah altogether neglected hi 
business during those seasons, for he somehow contrive 
to make business and religion go hand in hand, and i 
eveiy town he passed through look out new customei 
and extend his trade. 

Every thing too about his habitation looked in order, i 
particular, a new and spacious and well filled bam, boi 
witness to Ids care of dumb nature, and this brings me t 
a most important part of the history of Obadiah. 

About the period to which I have brought my stor 
the family of Obadiah were one night awakened by 
very bright light : they arose in haste and foimd the 
barn in flames. Its very near neighbourhood to the how 
seemed to render it an impossibility to save that, but ha{ 
pily not a breath of wind was felt : the flames rose uj 
ward to a tremendous height, throwing their red an 
fearfU glare for many a mile around, and arousing pec 

With prompt humanity, Obadiah and his family hai 
pie from a very considerable distance to come tg their ai 
sistauce. 
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tened to ftive the lives of their creatures, that were hap- 
pily safe, being in a kind of cellar in the building which 
stood OQ a side hill : this accomplished there was nothing 
to dot, but to stand as silent and anxious spectators of the 
coQiQagratiDn. 

The youngest boy, a very active and intelligent little 
fellow, had mounted a rock on the hill side of the barn, 
Inhere he could see more distinct than those below ; the 
flames had burst out on every side, so that the building 
was literally consumed before the hay inside. In tiie 
nndsfof the scene of terror and amazement, the boy cried 
oat, father, mother, I see three people walking in the 
flames, there ! there ! A kind of shudder crept over 
the mother, but as they all treated it with disregard, as a 
. child's story, she too, thought no more of it for a time; 
but what was the horror and astonishment of the specta- 
tors^ upon raking open the embers in the morning, to find 
the bones of three persons beneath. 

Now the burning of the bam had been a great mystery, 
&rnone of the family had been there after dark, and it 
was a moral certainty, that Obadiah, meek, patient, hum- 
Ue minded Obadiah, could have no enemies bitter enough 
to set fire to his territories, conjecture was baflled entirely, 
but now the mystery was imravelled; some poor houseless 
wanderers had taken shelter in the bam for the night, 
and firom a pipe or segar, or from some such means, acci- 
dentally set fire to it. But who were they? long and 
ihxitlesa was the enquiry, until at length it was discover- 
ed that a party of strolling Indians, tliree in number, had 
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on that very day past up the road, and never been seen 
beyond it, and as it was known they generally go with a 
pipe in their mouth, there was no more doubt on Ihe sub- 
ject, but the loss fell heavily on Obadiah. He had, to say 
the least, gone to the extent of his means. His valua- 
ble bam, winters hay, grain, &c, all gone, was a loss he 
knew not how to re[dace, yet it must be replaced, and was 
though at great hiconvenience. 

Tears rolled on, and the daughters of Obadiah grew to 
be fine young women, and the sons industrious, steady 
young men. Obadiah and his wife were treading the 
downhill of life surrounded by their numerous progeny 
and a kind set of neighbours and acquaintances, mostly 
of their own persuasion. The loss of the bam had ceas- 
ed to be a subject of conversation except as some stranger 
would occasionally enquire the particulars. Sabrina con- 
tinued to be afflicted with nervous complaints, and Oba- 
diah'si traveUing malady had not in the least abated, bu 
on the whole seemed rather to increase. Whether th 
cares attendant upon this way of life, had a tendency ^ 
make him look old we cannot say, but the hand of tir 
appeared to have been laid heavily upon him, and 1 
habits of abstraction become m(»^ confirmed, a thing tl 
often displeased his wife who felt the necessity of atte 
ing to their daily business, to be more pressing than 
merly. 

It was in the year — — the family of Obadiah 
seated around their breakfast table, Sabrina the mif 
of the mansion, had taken her place at the head as v 
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but this morning was observed to look more serious than 
common. 

* Mother are you ill V said one of the children, *more 
unwell than usual V 

*No my son,' said Sabrina, 'but I had a dream that 
makes me feel certainly very disagieeable.' 

' Foil ! fob !' said Obadiak, 'you are always distressing 
yourself about something, if nothing else it is an idle 
dream — dreams are nothing.* 

* But' said his wife, *my dream was no idle one, some- 
thing threatens the peace, or property, or life of our good 
neighbour A. down yonder, I dreamed of seeing a tre- 
mendous thunder-cloud approaching our dwelling, it 
seemed to gather blackness as it approached, and I await- 
ed it with fear and trembling, fearing it might explode, 
when it reached us, but to my surprise it passed over our 
dwelling without injury, and sailing along in awful gran- 
deur, it at length settled down upon the house of neigh- 
bour A., and his whole habitation was at once completely 
enveloped in darkness.' 

' It was only a dream, mother,' said one of the children, 
and the remaik was responded by Obadiah, who wwuld 
probably have made it the commencement of sorne most 
edifying discourse, but a loud and hasty jrap at the door 
prevented further comments. 

The door was opened, and a messenger from faraier A. 
<1csired the attendance of Obadiah immediately, ' Go my 
husband,' said Sabrina with almost convulsive energy^ 
^lemeinber my dream,' something dreadful must have 
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happened there." Ob2idiah did not need urging; the 
messenger had disappeared, but he followed close upon 
his heels. As nothing was said to the rest of the family, 
it was deemed intruding to send any one after him, but 
such was the feeUng of anxiety, that no one wonld leave 
the room unless it was to look towards farmer A., to sec 
if Obadiah was corning^ More than an hour elapsed 
during this state of suspense, and then another messen- 
ger came to request the presence of Sabrina. With 
tottering steps she followed and entered the mansion of 
fanner A. seated by a table, pale apd agitated sat Obadiah 
leaning on his hand, while the guilty caTise of his per- 
plexity was walking the room with hurried pace, seeing 
Sabrina he covered his face with his hands, and soblxjd 
with anguish. 

" What is the matter 1 what has happened T was rc- 
peatly asked, before Obadiah could find breath to answer ; 
at length making an effort he informed her that fanner 
A. had sent for him to inform him, he was the person 
who fired their barn. 

" Impossible ! impossible said Sabrina, so good a neigh- 
bour, so decent and moral a man.'* " He certainly did 
do it, said Obadiah, and he wishes us to name the amount. 
He fired it with his own hands and staid to blow the 
coals so as to light the hay before he departed.'* 
A Oh conscience ! exclaimed Sabrina, and what possible 
motive could he have to injure us, that never injured him.** 

" Jealousy ! jealousy ! envy and the temptation of the 
devil,** said the wretched man speaking " for the first time 
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I thought you felt yourselves above me, and had heard 
you spoke diminutively of me." 

It appeared from his own account that the terrors of 
the scene, together with the fate of the three mysterious 
beings who peri&hed in the flames, had haunted him ever 
since, he could not rest days, nor sleep nights, until his 
misery became eo intense, he was constrained to disclose 
the traiisa£ti(»a, to throw himself upon the mercy of those 
he had injured and offer all the aUmement in his power. 
This he did, and after telling him, at what amount they 
estimated their loss, he deliberately counted them out the 
money, which it seemed he had aiready got by him for 
that purpose. We cannot tell you all that past at thii 
interview ; it wais a scene of deep humiliation on one side, 
and of painful regret on the other. When arrived at 
hcHue, Obadiah, began to ask his wife what was to be^ 
done. « The man said he has certainly forfeited his Ufe 
or Uberty to the laws of the land as well as his property, 
to be sure he appears very penitent, but who knows he 
may not do the same to another as he has to us ; he has I 
know thrown himself upon owr mercy, and made restitu- 
tion as far." 

< My husband said Sabrina solemnly, remember mercy, 
you will not expose a man, who has given such proofs of 
repentance, and who has an innocent wife and childrei^ 
to be involved in his ruin. Take my advice and keep 
still, if the Lord requires any thing more of him he caa . 
exact it, our part is to forgive and if possible forget,' ai^ 
with many other words Sabrina argued, and as sh^ 

12* 
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thought preyailed, and probaUy would, had not Obadiah 
felt it his duty to open his mind to some of the faithful, of 
both menimd wmnen. 

Now it 80 haj^ned that there had not been a case of 
scandal in the neighlxMrhood for some time, and the story 
wsls devoured with greedy ears. Punishment, condign 

punishment, was at once decreed poor A . No 

argument of Sabrina for mercy would now be heard, and 
Obadiah, pushed on by his unmerciful neighbors and con- 
trary to his usual kindness of heart, proceeded to the 
county court to give the necessary information. 

The victim was secured, tried and condemned, stripped 
of his property in the first place, and then sentenced to a. 
term of years in the county jail. What was the reason 
(Mfthis instead of the State's prison, to which offenders of 
that sort are usually condemned, is uncertain. Perhaps 
it was because he had property, and they could punish 
him that way ; or perhaps it might have been, and we 
hope it was, because he confessed the crime and lament- 
ed it. 

His property was all taken, except what belonged to 
his wife, which she sold, and wandering with her babes 
&r from the sbene of their disgrace, found a refuge among 

the Shakers. Here also A was received, after his 

tentence of tmpriscHiment had expired. But unfortunate- 
ly his mind, long agitated by the pangs of guilt, combin- 
ed with ^e public disgrace that fdlowed the ccmfession 
of it, had become completely unsettled, and the poor Sha- 
kers experienced the fote of the snake in the fable, who 
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invited the hedge-hog to her cell. He had not been there 
long before he attempted to poison the whole settlement, 
by putting arsenic in the wells. The attempt was discov- 
ered in time to prevent the consequences, and poor dis- 
tracted A once more delivered up to the vengeance 

of the law. He was tried a second time, and condemned 

to mines for life, where he has now worn away 

fourteen years, with only occasional glimpses of reason. 
But if exemjdary punishment has followed him, peace 
and prosperity has not been the lot of those w^hose mis* 
taken notions of justice drove him to the precipice down 
which he has plunged into destruction, of tliose who 
ciiaused the shipwreck of his already shattered senses. 

As to Obadiah, tlie hero of our tale, troubles of a do- 
mestic and pecuniary nature have followed him for the 
last few years in rapid succession. Among other losses, 
he has been drawn in to become surety for a kinsman, 
whose unexpected failure, combined with that of others^ 
to whom he had extended the hand of kindness, stripped 
him of his property and plunged him into a state of com- 
parative poverty, and if Uving, it is not probable that, any 
of his p'operty will ever pass to his descendants ; he has 
the consdation, however, to know that the integrity of 
liis dealings or intentions have never been doubted. 

Adelaide thanked Mr. E for his exertions to ^- 

tertain her, and expressed a Uvely interest in the charac- 
ters he had been endeavoring to portray. 



140 ARISTOCRACY, OR 



CHAPTER XI. 



* Why I can smile. 

And murder while I smile.' 



A few days after Adelaide observed Eliza in tears, and 
observed also that she tried to conceal them from her fa- 
ther and wear a face of €miles to hinu Impelled by the 
truest friendship, she solicited the sufferer to disclose tlie 
cause of her grief; slie knew it could not be on Sidney's 
account, because they had just received a most encour- 
aging letter from him, but she judged Eliza had some se- 
cret cause of grief which she sedulously concealed, and to 
her faithful bosom Eliza confided it. She had been en- 
gaged two years to a worthy young man of excellent 
character and good prospects, but had refused to marry 
him during the life of her father, from whom she could 
not bear to separate herself That kind parent did not 
know of the sacrifice she made for his comfort, and she had 
diat morning received a Uiw from Frederic D to 

say he was about to embark for England on business con- 
nected with the firm, and that he should probably be ab- 
flent a year. The letter contained some reproaches for 
withholding his happiness so kmg, and expressed some 
doubts as to the strength of her affection, and a wish that 
she would remove them by consenting to accompany him 
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In the voyage to seal those vows which had been made so 
long before. This was the cause of Eliza's tears. ' My 
father,' she said, * did he know of this would not permit 
me to defer it, but how could I leave him at this time V 

Adelaide was constrained to confess she saw no way 
but the one her judgment had aheady marked out, and 
breathing a sincere wish that all would turn out happily 
for her friend, she sought to strengthen her in her pious 
resolutions. Mr E— — — - it was evident ^as not long for 
this world, and it certainly would be an excess of cruelty 
to deprive him of his daughter at such a tmie ; yet she 
advised Eliza to disclose her engagement after Frederic 
had sailed ; this she thought might relieve his mind about 

the future destination of his child. Frederic D had 

always been a great favorite of Mr E ■ ■ ■ , and he had 
often secretly wished he might become attached to his 
daughter ; he received the disclosure therefore with trans- 
port, folded her to his aged breast, and gave her a father's 
blessing, after expressing the wish, * he might see them 
united before h^ departed,' and then he added, ' I sh6uld 
have but one more wish that relates to earthly things- 
poor Sidney, if he could live I could wish to see him united 
to some such women,' and he fixed his eyes steadfastly on 
Adelaide, who, however, lost the glance, as she found it 
impossible to raise hers from the floor, and after a long 
pause he added, * I dare not however plan for him, and 
must leave his destiny in the hands of Him who threatens 
to ccJl him to Heaven before me.' Poor Adelaide found 
it impossible to restrain her tears. 
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A few weeks passed over the head of the fair orphan 
and still found her a resident in the family of Mr E ■ , 
hut she was now called to bid adieu to those dear friends. 
A letter arrived from Mr Holbey, announcing their intend- 
ed removal to the city of Washington, and requesting her 
to conclude her visit with all imaginable despatch. The 
heart of Adelaide died within her at this summons to leave 
her dear Eliza at such an interesting season, when she 
was watching the last hours of her father, for it was evi- 
dent his time was nearly over, every day he failed percep- 
tibly, but she knew there was no help, she knew a request 
£)r a longer visit would only irritate them, and with a 
heavy heart she prepared to obey. What the removal to 
W^ashington could mean, she could not imagine, as it was 
now settled Mr Jefferson would be elected for the next 
term, what had he to expect 1 She was only the more 
|)uzzled the more she reflected on the subJecL 

Adelaide arose from her sleepless pillow on the morning 
48he was to bid adieu to E— — farm with pale cheeks 
and swollen eyes ; breakfast was passed in silence, when 

the cloth was removed Mr E called her to hiip, 

End bidding her be seated, he took her hand afiectionately 
in his, while he went on to give her some parting advice. 

' My dear girl, I fear new trials, different from any you 
have yet experienced, are preparing for you ; keep near to 
iGod in tlie first place, remembec that. In the next, feajr 
not man, ' who can only kill the body, and after that hath 
no more that he can do :' Mr Holbey is your guardian for 
two years yet, you cannot very feasibly leave liim, but 
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Adelaide, I didike to say it, he is a very great villain ; cir- 
cumstances have come to my knowledge Fately about that 
man that makes me tremble for the mischief he may do, 
A friend to whom he had formerly rendered some service, 
has been interceeding for an oflke for him at Washington, 
and I very much fear he has procured it ; if he has ob* 
tained the place of private Secretary to that gentleman, it 
may enable him to do incalculable mischief; may God 
preserve you from sharing the punishment of the guilty ; 
one only pledge of safety to the state is your residence, in 
his family — I would not prevent you if I could. Go then 
dear Adelaide, and let your vigilance never slumber nor 
sleep, and remember there can be no obligation upon any 
one to conceal treason. Should you ever need another 
home, my doors I am sure, let which of my family may 
inhabit them, will ever be open to receive you. In Eliza 
you will ever find a sister, and Sidney — ^but Adelaide I 
dare not raise a hope h\ you or myself — Grod*s will be 
done,' and he folded her in his arms and sobbed upon her 
neck. The carriage was waiting, and after a hasty em- 
brace fix)m Eliza, she looked a last adieu to E— 

farm. 

* What strange ideas,' thought Adelaide, as the carriage 

drove off, _' could Mr E have had of danger, that I, 

a poor, ignorant and feeble girl coiJd ward ofl-— was there 
ever such an idea ? I fear the brain of my dear venerated 
friend has become a little disordered — why he spoke a9 
though the safety of the state absolutely depended upon 
my vigilance : it is not very likely that Mr Holbey would 
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make me the confidant of any desperate plan should he 
have the courage to form one.' 

But all recollection of his parting speech and peculiar 
manner of expression towards herself was now effiiced by 
more pungent reflections, when she recollected she liad 
just seen the father of Sidney for the last time, oppressed 
with a melancholy which she could neither shake off nor 
disguise. Adelaide arrived at Mr. Holbey's near the close 
of the day. 

She found the family busy in preparations for a wed- 
ding, instead of a removal, though the latter event was 
soon to follow the former. Miss Augusta had made such 
good use of. her time during her visit to her sisters, as to 
captivate the fancy of a gentleman who frequently visited 
there, and as the family were so soon to remove, it was 
agreed the marriage should take place immediately. This 
marriage the Holbey's did not consider quite so splendid an 
alliance as the other, the bridegroom though rich, did not 
make so fashionable an appearance, and beside was fiill 
twenty years older than the bride. 

Mr. Bancroft was in reality a very fine man ; he had 
selected Augusta because he believed, (from a peculiar soft- 
ness of manners, she liad deceived him,) her to possess a 
most amiable condescending temper. She had too expressed 
a high admiration of the pleasures of Ufe, a subject that 
with him never tired, he had proposed whenever he mar- 
ried, retiring to a farm near Albany, and making it a per- 
manent residence. There he possessed an elegant seat, firom 
his ancestors, and any one fond of retirement might have 
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been comj^tely happy there with such a ccmipanion, but 
unfortunate!/ Augusta had acted the hypocrite here as 
she had been taught to in every thing in reality ; she only 
existed in a crowd, and never did a look of meekness and 
humility cover a prouder or vainer heart — ^never did ex- 
pressions of singular disinterestedness proceed from one of 
more selfishness and meanness. Every word and look in 
her appeared like pure nature, while she was within, the 
very depth of art. She could assume any thing at plen^ 
sure; she had been trained by an artful mother, who could 
herself appear angelic when she wished to, and she had 
improved under such teaching until she had outdone her 
instructress. Without remorse Holbey and his wife saw 
the respectable man whom she had inveigled into her 
snare, unite his fate to a woman who had not a single 
good quality ; a wopian who in extreme youth had given 
proof of shocking depravity of heart, and of total want of 
feUing ; they saw her wedded to a man of real worth, and 
acccmipanied her to the rural palace fitted up for her re- 
ception, where the heart of that deceived husband exulted 
to welcome the syren whom he had taken to his bosom. 
Mr Bancroft was a very public character, and at the 
time mentioned, held ah ofSce of trust under the adminis- 
tration of Mr Jefferson. To him Mr Holbey had been 
very qparing of his words on the subject of politics, and the 
condescending Augusta was willing to think whatever 
her husband thought. Of course it would have been ver}' 
idle in any man to inquire the political sentiments of the 

13 
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f&mily in which he connected himself in such a country 
as ours. So thought Mr Bancroft 

Nothing could have happened just at this time more ao 
commodating to Mr Ilolbey than such a disposal of his 
yoUQgest daughter, for reasons which the reader may here- 
after understand ; they did not expect to be seen much in 
Wasliinton, and as Augusta could not live without com- 
pany^ and Mr R y her sistei'tfhusband, expressed no 

wish to have licr remain with them, the case appeared' , 
rather diiTicuIt until apprized of the manner in which she 
had been so fortunate as to dispose of herself. 

To make a confidant of a child, and confide afEiirs of 
slate, matters that involved fortune, reputation, and per- i 
haps life, to a dauglitcr, for the purpose of securing a coaju- ' 
tor in the most nefarious transactions, appears incredible 
at first, and it was doubtless not without many qualms, 
but not of conscience, that Mr Holbey brought himself to 
such an act of self-degradation ; the fact, however, was 
certain, though in what language it could have been done 
no one can imagine, but from cit'cumstances that after- 
wards came to light, it appeared that every thing had been 
talked over between father and daughter, previous to this 
most imhappy and fatal marriage, and that she made no 
scruple of promising to get at all the information pbseible 
on a certain subject, and communicate it to her father from 
time to time, and tliat he evei) instructed her in the means 
of obtaining such informatioq. That she should have 
used a different way, And one so fatal to herself, as it ap- 
pears she did in the sequel, was something that could not 
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possibly have entered his head at the lime. But whoever 
undertakes to corrupt the moral honesty of a child, and 
make their [H'inciples subservient to their own convenience, 
does it at their peril, and may think themselves happy if 
condign punishment does not finally overtake tliem. 

But strange as such an attempt may appear in Mr 
Holbey, it appears still more surprising tliat a young lady 
about to comiect herself so respectably in life too, should 
engage beforehand to betray him;, should resolve to poison 
ibe cup of her own happiness herself; yet such was the 
fact, though the consequences were probably never thought 
of; besides the habitual thouglillcssness of vanity, her 
course of life had been one that precluded reflection, and 
Augusta was not about to marry from motives. of affec- 
tion, she had. not even a preference for the husband she 
had consented to wed, she had strong inducements to wish 
for a respectable settlement in life just at this precise pe- 
riod, and tliis determined her. 

Mrs Holbey had preferred sending for her niece home 
as soon as she was apprized of the engagement, but from 
tliis Augusta dissuaded her, and induced her to defer it un- 
vl a few days before the marriage ; she had penetration 
sufficient to discover Adelaide's superiority, and reason and 
conscience told her how much more adapted to the taste 
of her intended, was that poor orphan cousin than herself. 
Mr Bancroft had made inquiries concerning Adelaide pre- 
vious to liis engagement with Augusta, who as well as her 
sister, described her to him as a dowdy, and he dropped 
all further inquiry. He could not endure the idea of an 
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awkward and illiterate woman for a wiie^ yet he had 
thought if the orphan Adelaide was poaseseed of half Au- 
gusta's attractions^ he should have preferred her to the 
daughter of such a man as Mr Holbey. 

The farm of Mr E was not far from the city, and 

Adelaide arrived at her uncle's at an early hour in the day. 
Finding her aunt out shofq^ing, and the sisters doseted in 
Augusta's apartment, determining the fashi<m of the wed" 
ding garment, she caught up her bonnet again and strolled 
to the foot of the garden. It was at a season when thd 
beauties of nature no longer charm, and the fading land** 
scape forcibly reminds us of the decay and destructioit 
of all things here. But here she ha(\ been accustomed to 
moralize, and after retiring from the confusion of the 
house, and jangling of contending parties, had found ai> 
asylum in the little arbor at the tcmiination of the walk.. 
Bej^nd it from a small opening there was a glimpse of the 
Hudson, upon whose glassy bosom, reflecting the lustre 
of a brilliant sun, the little boats were gliding to and fro, 
and now and then a white sail fluttering past. * Sweet' 
npot,' she softly said, * I shall soon see it no more ; what 
new and untried sorrows await me I know not, greater I 
fear than any I have yet endured.' * Strengthen me 
heaven !' she added after a pause, and the ejaculation wns 
accompanied by a deep sigh ; the sigh was reverberated, 
and looking up she saw standing alone behind her a gen- 
tleman who had indeed but just stepped into the arbor, 
but who had overheard the soliloquy from the outside. 

Adelaide's first motion would have been to flee, but the 
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figure was not one to alarm, still delicacy suggested she 
ought to leave the presence of a person who had obtruded 
himself by such an unceremonious introduction, but she 
felt as though nailed to the spot. Tall and graceful, the 
figure of the stranger yet betrayed a slight inclination to 
sloop fixnn a weakness m his chest, which rather added to 
the interest of his appearance. He had been eminently 
handsome, and in fact still was, for sorrow more than 
years had left its traces on his cheek, and deepened the 
wrinkles on his brow ; the lustre of his dark and piercing 
eyes was not yet dimed, and the soft black hair that 
shaded his temples had not yet * blossomed for the grave.' 
The blushing fair one who stood before him felt she had 
never seen but one figure quite so interesting. * And what 
sorrows dear young lady, (said the strajiger seating himself 
gracefijUy by her side,) what sorrows can pain you so 
much even in retrospection 1 What dangers tlu-eaten a 
being whom all might be proud to protect V 

* Indeed, sir,* said Adelaide, half rising, and confused 
beyond measure, * I — I cannot tell, doubtless they are half 
imaginary, but I must go, my aunt Holbey must have re- 
turned by this.' 

* Then you are Mrs Holbey's niece,* said he, taking the 
hand of the gentle and agitated girl, * you shall not go 
then, I am privileged to detain you as a relation. You are 
a persoij I have much wished to see,* and will it be believ- 
ed the bridegroom elect actually wished he had never seen 
her, for re-seating herself with an air of dignity and com- 

13* 
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placcncy that no Holbey ever could imitate, she quickly 
said — 

^ Mr Bancroft, I perceive ; I am pleased to see you, sir.' 
Bancroft scarce knew what he did, he held her hand in 
his, but now respectfully relinquishing it, he surveyed her 
with a half pleased, half wondering glance ; at length re- 
collecting himself, with the air of a man just awakening 
from a dream he said — 

^ Well, this then is Adelaide,' and a deep sigh followed 
the conviction — * I have often heard your cousins speak of 
you.' 

^ And better of me no doubt,' said Adelaide, (for the 
first time deceived,) Uhan I deserved — they are very 
kind.' 

Mr Bancroft cleared his voice once or twice, but being 
unused to deception, was unable to give an answer, auid 
relinquished the effort. Mrs Holbey had entered the gar- 
den unperceived with her two daughters, and seeing her 
niece and intended son in law in earnest conversation, her 
suspicions were immediately aroused. What kind of sus- 
picions she had we cannot tell, but people that are always 
plotting are watchful and suspicious, and never see two 
persons talking apart without suspecting some mischief. 
Pointing out to the observation of her daughters the spot 
where the unsuspecting pair were seated, she softly led the 
way to the arbor, and very unexpectedly and somewhat 
rudely rushed in, exclajjjjing — 

* Upon my word. Miss Adelaide, you are vastly easy to 
get acquainted with.' 
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' Yes madam,' said the indignant Adelaide, 'I belong to 
a family never remarkable for bashfulness,' and the blus^h 
of soft embarrassment was exchanged for one of anger 
which now crimsoned her cheek and extended itself even 
to her neck and bosom. The malign glance of both moth- 
er ajod daughters was not unnoticed by Mr Bancroft, who 
intent only upon rescuing Adelaide, immediately changed 
the subject of conversation, and rising and offering his ami 
to Augusta, led the way to the house. 

From that time Mr Bancroft saw little of Adelaide until 
the day of his marriage, just a fortnight after her arrival. 
Upon some pretence or other she was generally excluded 
from the domestic circle, though he frequently inquired for 
her. Meanwhile the shade on the brow, of the intended 
bridegroom had perceptibly deepened, while the manners 
of Augusta towards her cousin when he was not present, 
were ten times more insolent than formerly. Indeed the 
deportment of the whole family, except Mr Ilolbey, had 
become insufferable, and Adelaide at length pro[X)sed to 
her uncle and aunt to leave them, and put the talents she 
pofisessed in requisition for a liveUhood, saying ^ she had 
understood from hints dropped at various times she had 
been a great expense to them, and it was not her wish to 
encumber the family with further trouble, and that she 
should most cheerfully labor for a support, and doubted not 
of finding friends to aid her.' 

The blood mantled to the face of Mrs Holbey at this 
proposal, and she was in such a rage as absolutely to be in 
danger of suffocation, and was commencing a tirade of 
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abuse against her niece, accusing her of ingratitude in 
wishing to leave her just as her presence had become ne- 
cessary to her, being about to lose both daughters, and go- 
ing to a strange place. Mr Holbcy, however, on this oc- 
casion asserted his right to be master in his own house, 
and stamping his foot furiously on the floor, conmianded si- 
lence. 

* Now Adelaide,* said he after he had quelled the riot, 
* tell us child what is the matter ; why do you wish to 
leave us at this time T 

Adelaide briefly stated her objections to remain in a 
family where, notwithstanding her utmost efforts to please, 
she found herself treated with distinguished insolence. 

' The daughter of Mr Mellville shall not be treated thus 
in my family, nor snlfcred to labor out of it for support,' 
said Mr Holbcy sternly — * say no more niece, you shall 
have no cau.^ of complaint in future, go to your chamber 
and compose yourself, and let us hear no more of your 
leaving your aunt,'-T-that aunt sat bursting withjage, but 
a look from her husband silenced her. 

m 

As soon as Adelaide had left the room, turning fiercely 
to his wife he demanded, *What does this mean ? Are you 
mad, madam? Have you lost all discretioi\to wish to 
Wake a breach with her, now when you are about to need 
her services so much ? Besides, this would be a bad time 
to call us to a settlement which she possibly might do, re- 
collect yourself, and give timely warning to my daughters 
to do the same,* so saying, he left the room, and his part- 
ner to her reflections. What they were or what influenced 
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the younger part of the family we cannot say, but from 
this day they all altered their deportment entirely, and 
from downright insolence, became absolutely fawning. 

Among other acts of complaisance and condescension, 
it was insisted upon that Adelaide should upon the mar- 
riage accompany the bride and bridegroom to their new 
residence on the banks of the Hudson in company with her 
aunt to pass a few days with her. For many reasons, she 
tried to excuse herself from this visit, but no excuse was 
allowed, the bride even compelled her husband when the 
day came to urge the request, until she was obliged to 
comply^ 

The wedding was at length celebrated witli much 
pomp^ a numerous acquaintance graced the feast, and ev- 
ery thing was done to giv^e eclat to it that the ambitious 
Mrs Holbey could ask. On the following day the parties, 

accompanied by Mre Holbey, Adelaide, and Mrs R ^ 

proceeded up the North River to the residence of Mr Ban- 
croft The two gentlemen of tlie family had declined ac- 
companying them, Mr R having as he said indis* 

pensable business to attend to, and Mr Holbey being 
obliged to stay, and see to the preparations for their remov- 
al to Washington ; l.)oth tlie gentlemen engaged to come 
up in a few days to escort the ladies Iiome^ 

It was on one of the fuiest mornings of October, that 
the happy pair commenced their trip, interesting in the 
highest degree to Adelaide, who had never before seen the 
Highlands, or sailed on the majestic Hudson, and as her 
,«ye rested on the enchanting scenery of this beautiful rlv- 
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er, unconsciously to herself her spirits rose ; she had much 
leisure to note the prospect, being three days in ascending 
the river. They had embarked in a new and beautiM 
sloop belonging to the bridegroom, and were therefore the 
sole occupiers of the conveyance with the exception of the 
necessary hands on board. Adelaide wislied in her heart 
the voyage could have lasted a fortnight, so much did she 
enjoy the sail, and was by far tlie happiest and most cheer- 
ful of the party. Well might slie be so, with the excep- 
tion of the deceived bridegroom, she was the only innocent 
one of them ; but deceived or not, he was evidently not 
quite at his ease, he could not be cheerful ; the woman 
who sat beside him in listless idleness had no more taste 
for the beauties of nature, which she had professed once 
to have such raptures for, than, (to use a vulgar but apt 
comparison,) a horse-block. Her languid looks too plainly 
told the ennui that was consuming her ; the idea of the 
pomp in which she should appear in her new residence, 
which she had heard described as splendid, and frequent- 
ed by the very first people^ was all that occupied her mind, 
and until this triumph of her vanity, she barely endured 
existence. Tlie bride groom felt more and more that he 
had forfeited liis all of eartlily felicity ; he saw in the or- 
phan cousin of his bride just the woman he had been so 
long in search of, and he felt he had been deceived, great- 
ly deceived in his wife, who had represented that cousin 
altogether diflfcrent from what she was. Strange that this 
first proof of duplicity in Augusta had not taught him 
caution, that he could after this have felt the least confi- 
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depce in her. Had he after this have regarded her with 
jealousy and suspicion, have held her at arms length, and 
watched her as he would have done some venomous ser- 
pent, h^ might have escaped many pangs — but we are an- 
ticipating. 

• Yonder, said Mr Bancroft, pointing to a building ftir 
up the hill, sheltered by a grove of trees, * yonder is the 
residence of my ancestors for three generations. Adelaide 
hastened to the side of the sloop to catch a distant view of 
the stately fabric, which emerging partially from the dense 
forest that surrounded if, displayed the gable end of the 
building and part of a spacious row of outhouses in the 
rear. The fine proportions of the front were still concealed 
by the remaining foliage of the trees, which though now 
discolored and drooping, seemed to interpose their envious 
shade between it and the anxious eyes now strained to 
obtain a distinct view of it; still they could discern a struc- 
ture of singular taste and extensive dimensions. The 
windows were illuminated by the last rays of the setting 
sun, and they gazed after the disappearance of that lu- 
minary, by the beautiful reflection from the clouds of va- 
ried dyes, which the evening of autumn in this latitude 
usually present. Presently the sloop was moored in a little 
creek at the foot of the cliff, around whose base the com- 
pany wound their way after landing, until at some distance 
they stopped before a large iron gate which formed the en- 
trance to a thick and somewhat gloomy grove ; here two 
or three domestics waited to receive them, having been 
apprised of their vicinity by a signal from the sloop ; one 
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of these attendaiUs from his veneraUe appearance, looked 
as though he might have served there for at least half a 
century. 

Adelaide gazed with ever new delight at the varied 
objects that met her view on their road towards the house. ' 
Clothed as it was in the enchantment of twUigbt, the 
grove appeared of unmeasureable extent, and the trees of 
most unusual proportions, and the irregular path they were 
treading like a labyrinth from which they could never 
emerge. It terminated at length in a kind of pleasure- 
ground, sunnounted by a number of terraced walks, lead- 
ing to the front entrance ; ascending a few stone steps 
they were admitted to the porch, and here the party stop- 
ped to take a view of the landscape, but the vapor from 
the -river was now rolling in and enveloping all below in 
one sheet of mist, while the cliiliness of the air and damp 
feeling of their garments warned them to hasten to a 
shelter. Passing through the long arched entry they were 
now ushered into an elegant sitting room, where a com- 
fortable £u:e and plentiful repast was provided. Here they 
were met top by the housekeeper, a respectable and gen- 
teel looking woman, now for the first time introduced to 
the new mistress of the mansion. 

The youthful bride as well as the lady mother appeared 
all smiling candescensUmj and the bridegroom had thrown 
off much of his habitual seriousness of deportment ; he 
appeared what in truth he was, tlie finished gentleman 
and hospitable hosL The meal was conducted in much 
good humor, and all seemed pleased and satisfied Mrs 
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R— — very feelingly regretted her husband had not the 
{Measure of being of the party, and Mrs Holbey deplored 
the necessity of her husband's seeing to the preparations 
for their removal. Whether this was really the case, or 
whether that gentleman was for the first time in his life 
troubled with some conscientious scruples about eating the 
bread of the man whom he was plotting to betray, is un- 
certain, but he came not, though Mr R who arriv- 

ed next evening coxdd not devise an excuse. 

Adelaide after a night of most refresliing sleep, arose 
strengthened and invigorated. The sweetest visions had 
hovered around her pillow, and she now sprang from her 
bed to enjoy the waking delight which the view of a fine 
landscape always afforded her. Throwing up her case- 
ment to inhale the breeze of morning, she felt herself sur- 
. prised and delighted by the view presented on this side of 
the building. At a little distance the peak of a towering 
precipice presented itself, and below this flowed a moun- 
tain rivulet, leaping from clif to clif, until about midway 
it formed a reservoir in the hollow of a rock, then burst in 
one entue sheet over its edge, displaying one of the finest 
cascades imaginable. An opening between this and a 
smaller hill gave a view of the country for some consider- 
able distance ; fine farms and gentlemen's seats appeared 
peeping out from the woody country beyond, and the 
tower of a neighboring Church seemed to bound the pros- 
pect. 

14 
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*Qh what a paradise is here,' exclaimed Adelaide, *whclt 
a situation for a soiA that could enjoy it, but can she 1 — 
Alas, I fear this Eden contains a serpent,' added she men-, 
tally, while a sigh partly of regret and partly of envy, as 
•he afterwards said, escaped her bosom, and she became 
absorbed in gloomy reflection. 

There is" a strange tendency to melancholy in the ad- 
mirers of nature, even wliile wonder and admiration arc 
excited by the view of her chamis. Even the most enchant- 
. ing landscapes, the most resplendent beauties of creation 
once seen, fail to satisfy, and there is left in the heart that 
aching void which the absence of something desired or an- 
ticipated creates ; indeed it is most felt at such times, and 
although feelings of loneliness and desertion to persons 
whom a long train of wordly misfortunes has rendered 
melancholy is most felt in a crowd, amidst scenes of mirth 
and liilarity, where the ^ heart distrustful asks if this be 
joy,* yet gloomy and unsatisfied feelings do sometimes 
arise even iii the most delightful scenes of nature. There 
are persons who cannot look at a fine landscape or hear . 
. jGne music without tears. But may we not suppose it a 
proof of something beyond this world which the mind 
grasps at, something yet unattainable, a proof of the im- 
mortality of the soul of man, destined to higher views, no- 
bler joys, and to behold more glorious prospects. * Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard ' of the gloxies to be revealed 
to the disembodied soul. 

A few days more of bridal splendor, visiting, receiving 
visits, &c., passed quickly by, and the unwelc<)me sum- 
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mons carac to return to New York ; those few days had 
been a season of great exuhation to Mrs Holbey and h«r 
daugliter, and of innocent gratification to Adelaide, and to 
the bridcgiooni, ' the last of peace on earth he ever knew.' 
Again the delightful labyrinth to the shore was retraced, 
though with more reluctance than before. Several friends 
who were visiting there accompanied them to the boat, 
which gave Mr Bancroft an opportunity to ofier Adelaide 
his arm ; after some time he succeeded in getting her be- 
hind the company, and prefacing with some.remarks that ' 
led to the. subject, informed her of his observations with 
respect to her unhappiness in lier uncle's family. * Thitf 
is taking a great liberty I know dear Adelaide,' eaid he, 
* but you know not how near you seem to jnic from a re- 
semblance to one who once ix)sfees'rcd my heart's best af- 
fections. Your cousin Augusta I thought a likeness, and 
had I never seen you ' — he stopped — * you know not what 
your presence has cost me, it has conjured up the memo- 
r}' of joys departed never to return, of scenes never to be 
realized again ; but this is not what I was going to say, 
which is this, for time presses and I must be brief: should 
any new affliction overtake you, or old ones become intol- 
erable, remember me as an assured friend ; my house I of- 
fer as an asylum should you need one, a house where you 
could not fail to be welcome while I am its master, or my 
protection or assistance in any way needed ; forgive me 
Adelaide, something tells me 3'ou may yet need it, and if 
^i fail not to let me know.' His quivering lip and glow- 
ing cheek attested to the effort he had made, and Adelaide 
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scarcely less disturbed than himself, though by differei 
feelings, made two or three unsuccessful efforts to answ< 
him, when the voice of her aunt loudly demanding whei 
she was, arrested her attention, and happily put an end 1 
a conversation exceedingly painful. Mr Bancroft hastil 
dropping her hand, rejoined the company. 

* How very much like a fool I must have looked,' st 
Uiought, * not to utter a word, but perhaps it is as weH 

what could I have said ; dear Mr E made near! 

the same remarks, certainly there must be something vei 
strange about my guardian, that all my friends fear fi 
me.' 
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CHAPTER XII. 



* And 80 I say I'll cut the causes off. 

Flattering my minji with things impossible. 

My eye 's too quick, my heart o'er weens too much, 

Unless my hand and strength could equal it.' 



Upon arriving at home, they found Mr Holbey actively 
engaged in preparing for their speedy departuie, and by 
no means in a desirable state of mind ; something seemed 
to have crossed his path of an unpleasant nature, even the 
glowing description of the establishment of his favorite 
Augusta failed to give him pleasure except for a moment, 
a smile of sullen satisfaction was all that his wife or Ade- 
laide could extort ; the latter could not help suspecting 
that however satisfactory the settlement of his daughter 
naight be, his own was rather a doubtful case, ' the man 
that lives upon plotting and promises,' she thought, * must 
be wretched indeed.' 

. * Oh,' exclaimed Adelaide upon retiring to her cham^ 
ber that evening, ' could my uncle but be cured of this 
restless, soul destroying ambition, all might yet be well, 
but my heart forebodes mischief from this visit to Wash- 
ington, is there no way to persuade him to abandon it ? — 
Here he might be happy if he would, there is nothing 
now to harrass or perplex him but his ambitious projects, 

14* 



162 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

both his daughters are settled to his mind, and in this re- 
gion he has friends. Would that I could persuade him, 
young as I am I might possibly prevail ; I will atieast try 
and fail, or not fail, shall at least have done my duty.'— 
The evening of the next day unexpectedly offered the 
chance she sought. Mrs Holbey was at her daughter 

R ^'s, and left her niece as usual to pour out tea for 

her uncle and bear his suUemiess or ill temper. 

* Wliat a tremendous labor it is to move,' said Mr Hol- 
bey to himself, as he was straining a cord to make it meet 
round a package he had just done up, %hen one has once 
got well settled too.' 

* Then why do you move, sir T said his niece, * every 
body wonders you can bear to leave this place, so near the 
seminary where the boys are, and yoiir daughters so hap- 
pily settled neaY you, and surrounded by such aa^agreea- 
bie set of friends too.' 

:* Friends indeed,' exclaimed Mr Holbey, while his Up 
curled in high disdain, ^ are you such a child as to suppose 
any of these people that feast at my house are friends I — 
Friends while their own ends are answered ; why two 
thirds of them now would send me to purgatory if they 
could procure any benefit to themselves by it.' 

' Well then, so much reason,' she replied, * for toiling 
no longer for a world you have proved so ungrateful.' , 

* What do you know about their ingratitude T replied 
Mr Holbey, with a look of alarm. . * 

* Why nothing uncle, except what you have just told 
me, but every thing teaches us the world is a hard master, 
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and .1 must say it grieves me to see you toil so hard at 
your age, when you ought to repose at your ease. Uncle 
you have property to set down here in contentment and 
roam no more, where can you be so happy as in the bos- 
om of your family 1 I fear you would not be so in Wash- 
ington.' 

Mr Holbey started as though an arrow had pierced him: 
* May be so,, may be so, but I have staked my salvation 
upon it,' and clenching his fisf and striking it violently up- 
on the table, he added, * if I go to destruction there is 
Enough will go with me.' 

Terrified at the violence he betrayed, Adelaide dropped 
the subject, and sought by every method m her power to 
soothe' his perturbed feelings ; her efforts were not unsuc- 
cessful, for mortified to have appeared before her so off his 
guard, he strove to smooth his brow, and appear like a ra- 
tional being for the remainder of the evening, and during 
their repast, was unusually civil and good natured, he 
even cohdescended to apologize for his late violence, and 
say Uhat he was going upon business to Washington, 
which might detain him some time, but it was very per- 
plexing to have to remove at this time, and having ^very 
thing to attend to in a moment as it were, his patience 
sometimes entirely forsook him, and he scarce knew what 
h%said.' 

Of course the apology was accepted by his niece, who 
strove to forget it, and inwardly resolved never to attempt 
to reason with him again. From this time she never men- 
tioned the removal, but joined in the preparations for their 
departure with a heavy heart. 
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In the course of a fortnight; every thing was arranged^ 
and the family took their departure from New York and 
proceeded to Pliiladelphia ; here an unexpected disap- 
pointment awaited them ; letters were brought Mr Hol- 
bey wliich altered his destination for the present, and the 
winter was passed in that city. Adelaide's presence now 
became indispensably necessary to her aunt, as she was * 
confined most of the season, and unable either to go out or 
see company. The greatest trial her niece experienced 
was being obliged to read to her all the light trash of the 
day, the more extravagant the fiction was, the better suit- 
ed to her taste. However, as she could derive no amuse- 
ment from any thing else, Adelaide complied with her 
wishes after many uieffcctual attempts to make her relish 
solid subjects. 

The spring opened early, and the health of Mrs Holbey 
now permitted a removal to Wasliington, whither it was 
at kngth decided they should go. The travelling, always 
bad at this season, was unusually so at the time they com- 
menced their journey, nevertheless the impatience of Mr 
Holbey could not be restrained, and they sat out in a dark 
stormy day, threatening every moment a deluge of rain. 
The ill health of Mrs Holbey compelled them to travel 
slow, they might though, Adelaide thought, have arrived 
there on the morning of the fourth of March, and she aj- 
dently wished to have witpiessed the ceremonies of the 
day. It was that on which a free people had again placed 
in the chair the man of their choice, the one who had 
come out from the furnace of political persecution after 
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foor years trial purer than ever, and she could not con- 
ceive of any person being so near and not wishing" to enjoy 
the spectacle ; but for reasons which she was wholly una- 
We to account for, he declined entering the suburbs until 
evening. The population of the country around was now 
^ pouring out of the city, and their progress was so much 
retarded, that they did not reach their lodgings until late 
in the evening. Occasionally they met some merry com- 
pany on the road who would hail them, and tell them 
* they came a day too late,' and one or two rode up and 
seriously enquired * if they had supposed the Inauguration 
was to take place next day V 

As the carriage slowly made its way through the streets 
of the metropolis, they had leisure to make some remark^ 
most of which however were made in silence. The tu- 
mult of the day had long since subsided, and the streets 
of its scattered population no longer resounded ^vith the 
busy hum of men. Yet here and there a brilliantly light- 
ed carriage, or a merry company would occasionally cross 
their path. 

Some of the buildings dimly lighted or left in total 
darkness, announced their inhabitants either retired to 
rest or absent at other houses. The latter appeared most 
probable, as they would not proceed far before some build- 
ing would present itself splendidly illuminated from the 
attic to the basement story, presenting one blaze of light 
and literacy overflowing with company through every 
room. The sound of music, of mirth and hilarity resoun- 
ded from every part of the dwelling, whose appearance 
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could not but forcibly remind one of the description of 
some enchanted palace in the "Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainment.'' 

•* Doubtless this day has been oner of real enjo3niient 
here,' said Adelaide* speaking to herself, as they passed 
one of these scenes of almost fairy splendor, a house of ra^ 
ther unusual dimensions, even in this handsome metropo- 
lis — *of real enjoyment,' she softly repeated, but not so low 
as to be unheard by her uncle, who, wrapped in his cloak, 
was leaning back in the carriage, apparently absorbed in 
gloomy and sullen reverie ; but aroused by the word en- 
joyineray he started forward and eyed the scene with some- 
thing such a look as we may suppose Satan surveyed Pa- 
radise, before his ibfernal arts had poisoned every pure 
foimtain and caused every herb to wither. 

' Enjoyment indeed,' muttered he, * these people arc 
teady at any time to enjoy a carousal ; small difference it 
makes to them who is President ; little difference to iheir 
enjoyment whether he be Turk, Jew, Mahometan or Pa- 
gan. The man they are now making this hub-bub about 
is worse than either, for he has no re ^ 

* Stop, stop, Mr Holbey, for heaven's sake,' exclaimed 
liis wife, laying her hand upon his arm ) *you forget we 
are now in the enemy's camp.' 

* It is a free country,' responded her husband. 

* But you know, my dear, politics are not to be named 
here ; we have other* business at Washington. Adelaide, 
child, we are all Democrats here — you understand me.' 
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* No madam,' said her niece, * I do not ; I thought, as 
my uncle observed, that this was a free country, and that 
people had the liberty of speaking their sentiments in any 
part of it.* 

* Thou art mistakeQ in the inference, child,' said her 
uncle. * Things are-now so situated that I cannoC speak 
mine, and I depend upon thy prudence. The ignorant, 
swinish multitude have now got the reins of power, and 
are trampling over the necks of those better born and bred 
than themselves. Talk does them no good ; too much of 
argument has been already thrown away upon them, and 
it is time other weapons were used.' 

'Do you tliink, uncle, there has been much judgment 
used in the maimer of talking to them ]' said Adelaide ; 
do you think, for instance, that personal abuse can be the 
most successful weapon to convert people to our-own way 
(rf belief? 

*Why no — ^for one, I have always disproved of such 
measures, which nevertheless I have been constrained to 
assist in. No people, in my opinion, were ever won over 
by the language of invective and scurrility — which it must 
be confessed has been most liberally dispensed ; but they, 
trouble take hold of theip ! why nothing moves them ;-;-. 
they are a set of mules, and cannot be driven, unless* he 
added in a lower key, ^at tlie point of the bayonet .'' 

The carriage now drew up to the inn where they were 
to take lodgings, a very seasonable relief to the conversa- 
tion ; for Mr Holbey, who did not like to commit himself 
even in his own family, felt he had gone too far, and got 
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himself into just such a place as he could not well ^ back 
out of .^ 

The inn was so much crowded that it was with dilfr 
culty our travellers could procure a lodging. At first mioe 
host positively declined to accommodate them, but upon 
their mentioning that they should probably remain lod- 
gers for several weeks, the selfishness of human natutt 
prevailed, and some of the lodgers for the night only, were 
turned out to accommodate them. 

From this place Mr Hoibey waited on the gentleman 
to whom he had letters of introduction and fi*om whom he 
expected employment ; and after finally settling the pre- 
liminaries, he commenced writing in his study; having 
firsf looked out a convenient suit of apartments, in a ra- 
ther retired part of the city. 

The apartments they were now to reside in, though 
pleasantly situated, airy and comfortable, as well as gen- 
teelly furnished, were nothing to the display which they 
made at New York. It was very evident, whatever their 
reasons were, that they did not calculate upon an expen- 
sive style of living here. Though in a part of the coun- 
try where many servants are required, they had less than 
at New York, and consented to live in a house tenanted 
by another family too. 

The other occupants, a family Yrom the West Indies, 
tenanted the opposite wing of the building, being divided 
by what appeared to be the main body of the house, and 
might have contained a handsome suit of apartments ; 
but the whole space was thrown into an entry, occupied 
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by a staircase of stupendous dimensions. This entry or 
gaUery, for it was both, with the piazza to which it open- 
ed» was the only part of the tenement common to both 
fiimilies. 

Here they sometimes met of an evening, where poor 
Mrs Holbey, now a confirmed invalid, often resorted for 
the benefit of the evening air ; and by this means a sort of 
neighborly communication commenced between them, 
very agreeable to both pailies, especially to Adelaide, who 
?ery much missed the society of the kind Van Horns, their 
old neighbors in New- York, into whose house she often 
went without ceremony and from whom she uniformly 
experienced the most fiiendly and afiectionate treatment, 
and from whom she had parted with very poignant feel- 
ings of regret. 

The excuse given to these neighbors, the West Indians, 
fef the extreme, indeed total solitude in which they Uved 
was certainly plausible, namel)', Mr^ Holbey's ill health. 
That lady had contracted a nervous disposition during her 
late illness at Philadelphia, and the solitude in which she 
lived added greatly to her complaint, not that a life of 
quiet is unfavorable to nervous complaints in general, but 
company, dress, show and parade had been her life, and 
it was depriving her of her natural ailment, besides which 
her spirits contracted a gloom that tended to increase the 
malady, and place it beyond the reach of medicine. 

Dismal indeed were the hours that Adelaide was com- 
pelled to pass in the apartment of her aunt, to endure her 
querulousness, and listen to her complaints and repinings^' 
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yet most sincerely did she pity the unfortunalc woman 
whose mind was not stored with any thing calculated to 
make solitude tolerable. To read and play to her, and 
assist to make her personal appearance graceful and be- , 
coming in an invalid, was all she was compelled to dp, 
though this took up two tliirds of her time, the good na- 
tured girl would willingly have done more. If permitted, 
she would gladly have exerted herself in assisting to prepare 
the mind of her aunt for that final change, which though | 
slow, yet too surely approached. Fain would she have 
called olT the mind whicli clung to the varieties of earth, , 
and directed its contemplations to heavenly things, but as i 
yet the effort was a vain one. The mind of Mrs Ilolbcy 
was not in a state to receive religious instruction ; the fal- ; 
low ground of her heart had never been broken, and con- i 
sequcntly the good seed would have been sown in vain. 
To leave metaphor, lier heart had never been broken by 
affliction nor a sense of its own sinfulness, she had never 
been brought to feel the enjptiness and nothingness of this 
world, of its pleasures, its pursuits and possessions ; she 
had never realized their insufficiency to satisfy the crav- 
ings of an immortal soul, or dreamed that heaven's eter- 
nal habitations contained any higher gratifications than 
the vain pomp and glory of this world were capable of be- 
stowing. She thought herself whole, and therefore need- 
ed not a physician ; in reality her sickly and vitiated appe- 
tite rejected every thing solid; every thing approaching 
serious subjects depressed her spirits, and as she said, tend- 
ed to increase the irritability of her nerves, and Adelaide 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY. 171 

I despair, gave over for the present all attempts to lead 
er to such subjects. 

Example, it is truly said, is more efficacious than pre- 
ept, both appeared to be lost on this unfortunate lady ; if 
he beauty Of holiness could have allured her, the exam- 
iiiQ now before her would have done it ; the mild forbear- 
ng temper, and condescending manners of her niece, at 
Ins tr)ring season, were truly admirable; that young person 
lad now an opportunity to test her religion to the utmost. 
For mere hiunan patience could never have endured the 
provoking humors and unaccountable caprices of her 
aunt, but like gold from the furnace, she came out 
brighter. 

Few things in the capricious temper of Mrs Ilolbey 
gave Adelaide more pain than her conduct towards her 
neighbors, the kind hearted West Indians. This family 
consisted of a gentleman and his wife with her mother 
and two children. They had made many advances to 
good neighborhood, and in particular to friendship with 
Adelaide, appeared very amiable, affable and unassuming, 
and were beside decidedly religious. Whenever Adelaide 
went to church it was in their company, but this was hot 
frequent, as her aunt most generally insisted upon her 
staying at home upon the Sabbath, saying there was more 
religion in attending to her than in going to worship. It was 
some months after her residence there before she was able 
to attend the Communion, altliough Mrs Malcomb always 
called in to invite her company to that solemn and inter- 
ing ordinance. 
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^ What do you want to go with those people for V said 
Mrs Holbey one day with more bitterness than nsualy 
* they Jiave no religion.* 

^ If that were the case/ said Adelaide meekly, ^ it could 
not affect me, I have no sins to answer for but ray own, 
but I firmly believe they are all very sincere christans ; 
pray what have you observed unchristian in them T 

* Why their dress to be sure,* said her aunt tartly, • did 
you not see they were covered with gold and jewels, a 
pretty figure they would make at the communion table 
truly, I wonder where christian humility is ]' 

* Not in dress certainly,* said Adelaide, ^ the cross laid 
upon the christian is much more afilicting to flesh and 
blood than sackcloth would be. I should not think peo- 
ple would think of altering their dress unless it had once 
been their idol ; we are commanded to renounce idols, and 
a person who had been daily devoted to the study of be- 
coming dresses, might well consider it a duty to dispense 
with the ornamental parts of it upon becoming religious ; 
such persons can scarce have an idea how perfectly indif- 
ferent it is to those who have never made it a study.* The . 
cheek of Mrs Holbey glowed for a moment, but unwilling 
to give up the subject in this manner, she continued — 

' It is true the Malcomb's do not make much account of 
it generally, but I never knew them to go to the Commun- 
ion table without being tricked out in that manner.' 

* They scarce ever dress much on ordinary occasions, I 
know,' replied her niece, * and I confess I at first thought 
it singular and asked the reason. Mrs Malcomb answered 
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her taste led her to prefer a plam dress on ordinary occa- 
sions, but^if invited to. the table of an earthly prince, she 
should think it proper to wear her best clothes, * and can 
I do less,' said she, * when invited to the table of the King 
of Kings 1 I know it is a very small thing in comparison 
of a preparation of heart, but it is an expression of respect, 
and imposing to young minds. My family scarce ever 
wear their jewels on any other occasion. * For my part,' 
continued Adelaide, * I am satisfied no person has a right 
to find faiilt with another's oflfering, any more than Cain 
had with his brother Abel's. The box of ointment poured 
i^n the head of our Saviour excited even the censures of 
Ite Apostles, yet it appears the offering was graciously 
received, and eUcited the promise that * In every nation 
where the Gospel should be preached, it should be told 
of 

In this manner would Adelaide endeavor to improve 
the subject of conversation to the spiritual instruction of 
the poor invalid, but alas, it was as water spilt upon the 
ground. But there was one subject that ever powerfully 
interested Mrs Holb«y, the prosperity of her childien ; of 
their splendor and riches she would often talk, and eagerly 
devour the contents of their letters. One thing that often 
surprised Adelaide was the frequent and voluminous epis- 
tles of Augusta, fcut she reflected that her^jousin, though 
naturally indolent, was now so much secluded, that writ- 
ing might have become an ismausement to her. Mr Ban- 
' croft too, she began to think exceedingly communicative, 
as her uncle would often detain part of the packets, saying 

15* 
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it wafl from him^ and on business ; as she knew their sen- 
timents on most subjects to be so dissimilar, it was a mat- 
ter of surprise, but she forbore remark. 

Very soon after their settlement at Washington, Eliza 

E wrote to Adelaide ; her father had just taken a 

peaceful departure from this world, and Sidney was still in 
Europe, his health by no means establislied, a kind re- 
membrance of Adelaide, she said, was contained in all his 
letters. Eliza was in daily expectation of the arrival of 
her lover from England, from whence he had been recall- 
ed by the sudden death of his partner in business, and their 
marriage was to take place immediately on his arrival, but 
where they should settle was uncertain, but she would 
apprise her of their place of residence as soon as it was de- 
termined, conjui'ing her if any thing happened to her aunt, 
to come and reside with her, or .if her residence in Wash- 
ington should become unpleasant. Months and months 
followed the reception of this, but no letter came to hand, 
although the answer to the former one gladly accepted 
the invitatiou in case of ^frs Holbey's death. 

As time rolled on and Adelaide saw her gradually fail- 
ing, her anxiety increased, until finally she concluded that 
the husband of Eliza, (for the papers had annoimced their 
marriage,) was imwilling to receive her as an inmate of 
their fomily, and tliat Eliza felt so tenderly on the subject 
«s to be unable to write. The person in question did how- 
ever write, but the reason why her letters were not receiv- 
ed, belongs to another part of the story. 

The dull monotony of Mr Holbey's house at this time 
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may easily be conceived, Adelaide continually anxious 
roapeciing her aunt, and the silence of Eliza, her aunt 
cdDtinually fretting and uncomfortable, evidently failing 
My in constitution, and now giving infallible sjniptoms 
rfthat most insidious and fatal disease, consumption. 

Mr Hdbey's conduct had not been less mysterious since 
his residence in the metropolis, nor his temper better ; he 
still continued to write for the character mentumed^ but that 
gentleaian never called on him, and there was no appar* 
eat intercousre between them except what civility re- 
quired ; a few gentlemen occasionally called of an even- 
ing, but they were always entertained in the study, and 
the family did not appear even to know their names, and 
the family saw no company except the kind West Indians, 
who would persevere in bestowing their civilities, and who 
iQ time became not only agreeable, but absolutely neces- 
sary to Mrs Holbey. 

Afl^rs continued much in this state until the winter of 
1807, but in order to make the subsequent events of this 
story imderstood, it will be necessary to take one more 
view of the poUtical horizon. Before, however, doing this, 
we must look back to Edward Mellvillc, then in New Or^ 
leans ; he still continued his remittances to Mr Holbey, 
md often expressed a wish to see his niece, but such was 
the situation of his business he found it mipossible to leave 
there, and he had determined not to jAo so, until he had 
accumulated a fortune equal to his wishes, but such was 
now the posture of affairs, that Holbey had serious reasons 
to fear bis coming shortly. He had been gradually call« 
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ing in his property for some time, and endeavoring to ( 
centrate his business, in apprehension of a war witli G 
Britain, which lie in common with a great part of 
country foresaw to be inevitable some time, (thought 
supposed it much nearer than it was,) and in case off 
an event, he would undoubtedly come in search o: 
iiiece. Mr Holbey endeavored to be prepared for sucl 
event ; he had friends abroad and at home that w< 
give immediate notice of his setting out and of his an 
before he could possibly learn the spot to make inqu 
that must cover him with confusion. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



' How now ! What say the citizens ? 

Hie citizens are mum, say not a word.' 

,Every one at all acquainted with the political history of 
the United States, will recollect the measures adopted by 
Government at that period with relation to foreign pow- 
ers, nor will they speedily forget the provocations. But 
fiuch was the state of exciteinent between the two great 
parties in cur country at that period, that nothing in rela- 
tion to the subjects of dispute could be fairly stated ; even 
the debates in Congress, those which werepMiCy were gen- 
erally given to the world with such distortions, that it was 
difficult to understand them, and it was so of every thing 
else. Historj'^ has now placed the subject in a fair point 
of view, and it is not to inform our enlightened readers 
of what they already doubtless know, that we take a .e- 
trospective view of some of tjie public proceedings of thai 
day, but in order to bring them into one point of view, to 
bear upon our narrative, and that the reader may under- 
stand the story without the trouble of a reference to the 
pages of history. 

The two great powers of France and England were 
now at war with each other, and in their disputes had in- 
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volvcd most of tlie (^Dtinental powers. Towards the bel- 
ligereut^ America .was desirous to maintain a strict neu- 
Uality, every thing in the first place had been tried to se- 
duce her to the one side or the other, there was, it was 
said, * a British and French faction in the country.' Of 
the existence of the former, there was incontestable proofs 
to every rational mind, but of the latter we have some 
rea.sons to doubt, not tliat we doubt the fact of their being 
French emissaries in the country at that period, but as it 
would have been the easiest thing possible at that time to 
liave formed an alliance with France offensive and defen- 
sive, and it wtis not done, we can have no rational ground 
to su[)ix)se the administration favored that power. The 
injurious and insulting conduct of Great Britain towards 
us, would have rendered such a step plausible, since every 
thing calculated to injure our commerce and disturb our 
l)cace was resorted to by that power. We were not \Yith- 
•out uijury from both parties, and it seemed to be the in- 
tention of both finally to drive us into a war with one or 
the other. The idea of America's remaining at peace 
was something that neither could endure. 

But above all acts of provocation, the right presumptu- 
ously claimed by the British to search our vessels and im- 
press seamen from them, was certainly the most insolent, 
daring and attrocious. There were found a few native 
born subjects of Great Britain who had voluntarily enlist- 
ed on board American vessels, which they seized and for- 
cibly bore away to fight the battles of a country to whom 
they were probably under no obligation but the accidental 
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circumstance of having been born in it. But their num- 
ber bore no sort of proportion to the thousands of Ameri- 
can seamen impressed into their service on board Ameri- 
can vessels — torn from their friends and country while 
engaged in peaceable commerce, and compelled to fight 
for a government in wliich they had no interest whatever, 
and against a people towards w4)oni they had no unfriend- 
ly feelings, and obliged to submit to the rigorous discijdine 
of their ships of war. Tlie situation of these unfortunate 
persons and the grow^ig increase of tlie evil, had for some 
time called for prompt measures of the Executive, and if 
tliey were to blanle for any thing it certainly was for not 
adopting such before the evils had progressed so far, and 
been followed by fresh acts of hostility. 

The evils arising from the celebrated " orders in coun- 
cil" in a moral point of view, was nothing in comparison. 
They soon however followed upon the heels of the other. 
On the sixteenth of May, 1806, the' British government 
issued an order in council, declaring all the ports and riv- 
ers from the Elbe, a river in Gennany, to Brest, a iowti in 
France, to be in a state of blockade. By this order, Ame- 
rican vessels, trading to these and intervening ports, were 
liable to seizure and condemnation. This was followed 
on the part of France by the Berlin decree, prohibiting in- 
tercourse with Great Britain and her dependencies. 

Another order of council was issued on the seventh of 
January, 1807, by which all coasting trade with Frani 
was prohibited. While measures were thus taken 
by both the belligerents to involve us in a controversy wi 
both, an affair happened which seemed to turn the tide 
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popular indignation into one channel. This was the at- 
tack upon the Chesapeake by the British. Many even 
of those who had been most forward in apologizing for 
Great Britain hitherto, now suddenly turned about, and 
on the ensuing fourth of July, (this outrage was perpetra- 
ted on the twenty-second of June,) from many a pulpit 
was sounded the trumpet of alarm. Some of these ora- 
tors loudly called upon the people to rise and assert the 
rights of the nation, and avenge the insult oflfered to our 
Flag. The most patriotic toasts were drank by the o{qpo- 
sition, and in short, if a disposition to push the country in- 
to an immediate war with Great Britain was proof of loy- 
alty, they now gave it ; as nothing was wanting on their 
part to effect it.* 

The language they had hitherto adopted when speak- 
ing of England was was all at once entirely change^ and 
in some instances persons of that party did not hesitate to 
contradict themselves, and to unsay what they had before 
been sa}ring. But when a man gives himself the lie di- 
rect, who shall resent it 1 

In the meantime the president had issued a proclama- 
tion dated the 2nd. of July ordering ^^all armed vessels of 
Great Britain to quit the waters of the United States, and 

• 

•We perfectly recollect hearing one of these fourth of 
July orators of the opposition, who had oflen talked himself 
hoarse in praise of the government of the fast anchored Isle, 
while endeavoring to raise the feelings of the populace U8« 
these remarkable words, that 'though the English as a peo- 
ple might be kind and hospitable, yet as a Government they 
were 'arbitrary tyrannical^ and unjust P 
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forbidding them to enter xintil satisfaction should be made 
by the British government for the attack on the Chesa- 
peake," 

Mr. Monroe was then minister to the court of St. James, 
and he received immediate instructions to demand repa- 
ration of the British government, for this outrage, and in 
addition to that, security against the future impressment 
(tf seamen from American ships. 

All this was done in as short a space of time, as it could 
reasonably have bfeen etfected in, but the cautious niove- 
ments of the president, did not keep pace with the im- 
patience of the opposition. They loudly enveighed a- 
gainst his timd policy as they called it, and demanded if 
he "was going to commence a war of proclamations'!" 
And some of them whose voices had just been loud for 
war, once more veered round, and assented their belief 
that the seamen taken from on board the Chesapeake, 
were in reality British seamen, and that therefore the 
United States government dared not demand such satis- 
fection as they might, had the case been otherwise ; al- 
though it had been satisfactorily proved, that the said men 
were not only American citizens, but native bom citizens 
of the United States,* this made no difierence, still they 
contended the shedding the blood of our seamen, and 
firing upon a ship of war sufficient provocation, and that 
nothing but rank cowardice prevented the immediate con- 
vening of Congress, and declaration of war. Congress 
did meet this year much earlier than usual, on the twenty 

•American Register, Vol. III. 

16 
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seventh, of October, having been sununoned before the 
regular time, by proclamation of the P resident 

In his message to Congress at this time, ^^ the President 
entered fully into the state of our relations with Great 
Britain, he informed them of a treaty v<rhich had been ne- 
gociated with the British government, which he had re- 
jected, principally because it made no provision or no 
sufficient one, on the subject of impressments — stated the 
affair of the Chesepeake, his proclamation to British armed 
vessels to quit the waters of the United States, his instruc- 
tions to the American Minister at London in relation to 
reparation expected from the British government, and hib 
expectation of speedily hearing from England the result of 
the measures which had been taken ;' in short, nothing 
was omitted calculated to set every thing in a true light, 
and it must be to this day a subject of admiration to ob- 
serve the spirit of candor, of mildness and moderation ap- 
parent in this able state paper, written as it was under the 
goading of the most insulting provocations^ fioth ifrom 
without and within. From without, by a government of 
whom he had felt an early jealousy, in whom he had dis- 
cerned much of this encroachment and insult in long pros- 
pective, and from within by the very party whose contin- 
ual justification of British measures and British aggres- 
sions had invited this very insult, for which they how in- 
sisted upon plunging the country in a war before the ne- 
cessary means of defence could posably be adopted. 

Congress immediately proceeded to take into considera- 
tion the state of the country, the hostile attitude of Great 
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Britain, and her recent aggressions, together with our fee- 
We means of defence. They immediately appropriated 
one million of dollars to be applied by the President in 
equipping one hundred thousand of the national miUtia ; 
eight hundred and fifty-two thousand five hundred dollars 
for building one hundred and eighty-eight Gunboats ; one 
million of dollars for building and repairing Fortifications, 
and for raising six thousand six hundred men, infantry, 
riflemen, artUlery and dmgoons, as an addition to the 
standing Army. Never perhaps was more business trans- 
acted in the House in a shorter space of time, and never 
were more cogent reasons. Many prophesied that war 
would be declared before Congress rose, and many more 
wished it. Several deliberations with closed doors excited 
great sensation at this time, and at length on the 22nd of 
December it was announced that an Act laying an Em- 
bargo on all vessels within the jurisdiction of the Unit^ 
States, bad passed both Houses of Congress. This was 
understood to have been done by recommendation of the 
President, though it was not carried through without vio- 
lent opposition. In some instances persons opposed this 
measure upon the giound that our injuries called for im- 
mediate and more sufllcient redress, and preferred the al- 
ternative of a resort to arms, who afterwards loudly in- 
veighed against that measure when it was finally resorts 
to in 1812, after every thing else had been tried, and o|| 
posed it too upon the ground that it was altogether unnei 
easary, and not called for by any suflicient provocation. 
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The trials of the Cliief Magistrate at that period were 
neither few nor small, and they assailed him from every 
quarter. 

To guide the ship of State in a smooth sea requires but 
little skill comparatively, but now wheii the billows rolled 
mountains high, and the lieavens gathered blackness — 
when her course lay between Scylla and Charybdis — 
France like p. giant polypus, extending its hundred arms 
on the one side, ready to give the fraternal hugy and the 
British lion shewing his teeth on the other, and by his tre- 
mendous roar frightening even the very monsters of the 
deep, with shoals on every side, and breakers ahead, who 
would wonder if the ship should founder ? Who ! stand- 
ing at the helm at that fearful hour but would have yield- 
ed to the blast, or been swept by the current ? Yet even 
in those awful moments the pilot never lost his self-pos- 
session nor relaxed his hold ; still firm at his post, though 
winds howled, seas roared, and lightnings flashed around, 
his quick eye discerned the only safe course, and unawed 
by the terrors of the moment, unastounded by the hello w- 
ings of the tempest, still kept on the track, until the gal- 
lant barque, safely weathered the strait, outrode the storm, 
and with all her sails set, and every spar standing, came 
to anchor in a safe place. 

And shall her treacherous crew now hang out signals 
of distress ? Ah ! would they could have been content to 
remain in quiet haven, would that the horrors of all devas- 
tating war had ever as then, been avoided, the brows of 
many of our brave would have been without laurels, but 
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what atonement is that for the countless tears that have 
been shed ? and what treasure can repay the parents piade 
childless, and the widows and orphans made desolate, rob- 
bed of all that made life valuable, can glory ? 

No sooner was the proclamation of the Embargo law 
made, than the flood-gates of opposition were again open- 
ed, and such voUies of abuse poured forth, as had not been 
called forth in such violence since the announcement of 
the purchase of Louisiana. Pasquinades were written, 
and caricatuies posted up in all directions, some of which 
represented the Embargo as a huge monster, and the Pres- 
ident leading the militia men lately equipped by Congress 
to his capture, &c. &c. These things, though to be suie 
they hurt nobody, certainly disco vcicd more malice than 
wit ; but this was not all in wiiich wit and malignity 
seemed to combine their forces. The proceedings of Con- 
gress previous to passing the law were termed the moun- 
tain in labor, and the Emba»go the mouse. The allusion 
to this fable w^as even made in the House afterwards when 
speaking of this bill, by one of uie opposition, and he might 
very properly have been answered in the words of Prince 
Edward in Henry the Sixth. 

* Let ^Esop fable in a winter's night, 

His currish riddles suit not with this place.' 

To such a pitch of insolence was opposition carried at 
the tune, that dark hints were sometimes thrown 01 
the opposition papers respecting the means which 
might take to lift the burthen from their shoulders ; 
insinuations ihat certain persons who had rendered I 

16* 
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pelves most ol»noXiUUs 'miiiishusineos, * had beiier lock to 
themselves.* This was doubtless done to intiiniciatc, bu*. it 
wnp perfectly unheeded. 

That Mr Jefler&on was a man of peace, every thing 
proved. At the time of the attack on the Chesapeake, 
nothing could have been easier than an immediate dccu> 
mtion of war, had he been desirous of it, and had he been 
ilesirous of what the hue and cry of opposition hail so long 
accused him of, namely, of wishing to throw the country m- 
to the arms cf France^ nothing could have been easier titan 
that too, both points could easily have been carried at once, 
as the vulg-ar proverb goes, * two birds killed with one 
stone.' For once, and it was the only tinie^ both parties seem- 
ed agreed and unanimous in demanding redress I y such 
a Ji^casures, yet he saw it would have l)een madness at 
that time. It would have been throwing an immense 
amount of property then afloat into the hands of the ewe- 
my. To call home this property iii case war should Ijc. 
unavoidable, as well as to tr^ a fuir experiment upon the 
nations so dependant upon the cor.uaerce of the United 
States^ was doubtless the object of tie vcvy unj»opular 
measure of tlie Embargo. And v/ould the people have 
(iuictly submitted, (uithoiit constrntl} contriving means 
to evade it,) it is very piobable it mi^lit lia i' answer'^ J. all 
t]\c purposes designed. But unroaiii;rtvny the lav /as 
evaded hi every [)Ossiijle \v:\5, in nvxc 'oaijs •'!:. .:: r £ <t r 
dul or shall know. Our opposition papers rci.lii/ued to ^? 
circulated in England, in which they were constantly in- 
formed Hhat the peopic ucu. no' tlisj .' 1 to sulniii ju ir, 
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iml the majority of the nation at hrj'^ wag reprcsentetl in 

;them as ahnost in a state of revolt.' AVhat ef?ect can wc 

suppose this language v%'ould ha Vi' r.^^on that power? W'lat 

Fiemptation could they have to a! atr ir. tlieir insolence in 

order to be rcUeved from the pres-Tirc nf an evil which they 

were constantly told the people v:err about to reme'iy 

: themselves, * that if the Eiiibar^o a~ not sjeedijy ta' • n 

off, the people were determined to talc it oT thsmselves.' 

This was their very language agciin and again repeated in 

tlie opposition papers of that da v if ever tlie psep.r felt the 

want of a aedUion law it was then. 

It is true that the Embargo vrar. \y tar the most unpop- 
ular act of Mr Jefferson's administration, and wJiy 1 It had 
no partialities, and of course fewer fiiriid^. The hfirdships 
it imposed were almost equally laid upon all classes, )vith- 
out respect U) names or parties. Tl:e merchants felt it 
first with sea-faring people, next the farnie •=, and lastly 
tradesmen of all sorts, and even day laborer. * Touch 
but'his flesh,' said Satan, of Job, ' and !ie will curse thee,' 
and we'fear the repinings of too many in oiu* country went 
far to justify the reproach of our neigliix)rG ever the water, 
*Th^t the love of mondj'^ is the i t'lii:?: passicjx in our Re- 
public' 

But although all sorts compjaii-c^^ y.t did not the peo- 
yle at large, (as was asserted,) lose their confidence in the 
Government. Most preferred var to that state of things, 
!)ut there were very many of o^ir wisest and best citizens 
:hat continued to approbate the measures to the last, and 
who still consider the experiment as one of consummate 
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\i;isdoai. Tlie Dcxt electiou. and the next, and tbe next, 
has sufficiently demoustated that the murmurs of the Gov- 
enimont parc}- at least did not arise from disaffection to 
their rulers. 

Three days after the passing of the Embargo Act, Mr 
Rose, the British Minister, appointed to treat respecting 
this burliness; arrived in the country, but all hopes of an ac- 
commodiition through that means were speedily disap-^ 
pointed, as he stated his Government had forbidden hini 
,to make any proposal touching the great subject of com- 
plaint, unless the President would recall his proclamatiou 
cxcludujg JJritish anned vessels from the waters of the 
United Stales ; this the Pres^ident deemed inexpedient, and 
the discussion ibr the present closed. 

Among those to \v horn the late Act of the Legislature 
was a sore annoyance, was the hero of our tale, not that 
he had anv immeiliate inlereat in the commerce of the - 
rountry, but he hc-i!, .is the reader already knows, an im- 
mense mtercst ai ? :iike nevertheless. He had confidently 
asse] ted in his letters to i - Jwaro M Jlville, that the Em- 
bargo was only a lenjpor:, y measure, but in liis heait he 
had many fears that it would hold on long enough for thai 
gentleman to ' 'sil Wcishington ; his anxiety and uneasi- 
ness may well be conceived. The day after the passing 
of the Act he did not go out of his study ; the nex;t he was 
out, not only all day, but ail night, and whenever in his 
own house dicxovered a restless and uneasy manner re- 
marKablc even in hrm, habilually uncomfortable as he had 
been for some years past. 
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Since his ccmnection with his employer, he had almost 
dropped the subject of politics in conversation, but in spite 
of all his resolves, a few curses, mixed with broken and 
incoherent accusations of the Legislature of the country 
occasionally escaped him now. His heavy tread while 
pacing his apartment, had often been observed by the do- 
mestics, even after midnight, and his study had lately been 
frequented, at a late hour too, by more company than he 
had received before since his residence in the capital, but 
who they were, or what their business was, was entirely 
unknown to liis family. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



* Which reformatioii most be Badden too. 
My noble Lords, for tboee that tame wild horses 
Pace 'em not in their hands to make 'em gentle. 
But stop their months with stobbom bits.* 



The lodging room of Adelaide Melville had hitherto 
been situated at the opposite extremity of the wing to those 
occupied by her uncle and aunt, but the increasing ill 
health of the latter had caused her to remove to a room 
hitherto kept for a spare chamber, adjoining that of her 
aunt, and separated from the study by a passage com- 
municating with a side stairway, and a clothes room in its 
rear. This clothes room had once formed a kind of re- 
cess in the study, but was now separated from it by a 
slight partition. A door still communicated with it, which 
as it fastened on the other side and formed part of the par- 
tition, had escaped the notice of the present occupier. 

A few days after Adelaide had become the possessor of 
this apartment, being afSicted with a violent head-ach, 
she had returned at an earlier hour than usual, and as 
was her custom, stepped into this closet to hang up the 
dress she had just taken off. She started at hearing the 
door of the study open so near her, and a voice ask — 

*Are we safe here T 

* Perfectly so,' was the answer. 
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SbBMtliifig Was now said in a low voice by the stran- 
ger^ which she SA not hear^ but the voice of Mr Hdbey 
in re]^y Was perfectly intelligible. 

* I would pledge my life for its success ; only get the 
{Hot matured and I will see to all the rest. I never had 
any opinion of these half-way measures. Gvy Faux was 
DO fool to plan ; if his associates had all been of his me- 
tel-^— •» 

*"Hush, hush,* said th^strang^r, *you are too vehement, 
you may be overheard.' 

' That is impossible,' responded Mr Holbey, *there is no 
ooft to hear us ; the servants are all out and Adelaide is 
Dursbg her aunt.' 

An indistinct feeling of impropriety in continuing in a 
place to overhear confidential conversation, had hurried 
Adelaide in disposing of her dress, and she was about to 
leave the closet, when the sound of her own name arrest- 
ed her steps. Her interest was not lessened by the ab- 
rupt question that followed, in the voice of the stranger. 

*Ahd who is Adelaide T 

* Why, only a little rustic, a niece of Mrs Hdbey's— 
one wlio does not know enoughto do us any harm, even 
if 8he did hear. But let women alone, let's talk of busi- 
ness. Do you think they have all the courage necessary 
tchc ^uch an undertaking 1 will none of them flinch when 
it coioibs to the onset 1' 

*Of that you need have no fear,' said his companion ; 
they are men, not babes or wcwien. But though they 
have the utmost confidence in the justice of their cause. 
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yet I think they would hesitate to employ the meaiiB yoa 
propose; they are men of hanoTy not cut-throats* 

It was evident from the stifled hem that followed, that 
Mr Holbey found it hard to digest the last part of the re- ^ 
ply, he was silent a few moments, but recovering himsdf ' 
with admimble dexterity, he said— {^ 

* Why perhaps you do not perfectly understand mc^ I ^' 
am a believer in moderate measures while there is the least \ ' 
prospect of success, but * peaceably if we may, forcibly ifwi '^ 
musty' is my motto. Now if you think reason, argument, 

or persuasion will avail any thing, why try it ; you know " 
whether it ever has effected any thing with this deluded 
people, or their rulers. Suppose we should dmw up a plan 
of the reform we propose, and present it to his Higfa- 
mightiness on our knees, with a halter round our necks, 
do you think that would move him to adopt it V \ 

* Ridiculous ! why no, we know the President well ; * 
the d — «— 1 cannot make him move one hair*s breadth ; 
we can have no chance in the way of argument or even 
persuasion, unless Bonaparte should come over and shake 
hands with Iiim and recommend the measure. The most 
provoking feature in his character is his impurturbability. 
Those persons who always carry their points are always 
so perfectly quiet and immoveable, so—* 

* We are idling,' interrupted Mr Holbey ; ^ let us to the 
point. Since I am too rash in my proposition, and no pa- 
cific measures will answer, what is to be done T 

* That is a question I am not prepared to answer,' said 
the stranger ; but I will see all the company, and be here 
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ttgl^ three evenings from this.' So saying he arose, and 
bidding Mr Holbey good night, Avithdrew. 

Enough had been said to awaken the attention and al** 
most absorb the faculties of Adelaide. The parting words 

of good Mr E recurred to her remembrance, and 

she felt convinced the time had arrived when they would 
be accomplished. His prayer that she might not be in- 
volved in the ruin that would finally overtake her guar- 
dian was not forgotten, but urged on her knees in her own 
behalf before she retired to rest. 

No person could despise the mecuiness of hstening, or 
in any way prying into the affairs of others, more than 
Adelaide ; but amazement had at first chained her to the 
spot, and when she had reason to suppose treason was 
the subject of debate, she felt no scruples whatever, and 
upon serious consideration of the subject afterwards, she 
came to the conclusion that it .was her duty if possible to 
be a hearer at the next interview ; she felt assured that 
something dreadful was meditated, and hoped in some 
way to be able to frustrate the plot if it involved the life 
or safety of any individual. Yet the painful thought that 
she was the depository of secrets of such momentous im- 
portance could not fail to agitate her, and she looked for- 
ward to the proposed interview with trembling anxiety. 

Once and once only did the thought cross the mind of 
Adelaide that she had better acquaint her uncle with the 
fact of her having overheard the conversation in the study 
and entreat him to desist or threaten, exposure ; but rea- 
son told her that this would have been the height of te- 

17 
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merity, and that if her guaxdian were vile eiiough to plot 
against the life or safety of any individual he might as 
well sacraJSce her as another. 

Oppressed with a thousand contending emotions, she 
resolved though to await the time in silence, and school 
her looks to appear composed before the family. A faint 
hope that something might occur to change the purpose 
of the conspirators, if indeed it was treason they meditated, 
helped to support her. How the three days were passed 
she scarce could tell ; she saw but little of her uncle du- 
ring this time, and she felt it a favor, as it seemed almost 
impossible for her to conceal the feelings his presence un- 
avoidably called forth. 

The third evening found Adelaide in attendance upon 
her sick aunt, who evidently failed very fast She was 
on this evening unusually peevish, and uncomfortable, 
and no persuasion would induce her to retire early, al- 
though her physician had expressly ordered it. It seem- 
to the agitated gui as though she was in a league to de- 
tain her until it was too late. However between ten and 
eleven the poor invalid was glad to retire. 

Miserably had the hours passed to Adelaide : the con- 
sciousness of the dreadful, though as yet undefined mis- 
cliief plotting in the very house where she was an inmate, 
the certainty that her guardian was involving himself in 
some terrible business and drawing upon himself the pun- 
ishment of guilt, and the singular providence that seemed 
to mark her out as the depository of the dreadful secret, 
all together weighed heavily upon her spirits. Yet did 



THE HOLBEY FAMILY 106 

not her resoludon to perform what she c6iiceived to be an 
imperious duty, fluctuate in the least. She had heard 
company go up to the study and had not heard them re- 
turn, and when she retired to her room, she prepared for 
the first time in her life to listen to eommunications not 
intended for her ear. 

A feeling of something like conscious shame detained 
her a moment after her hand was upon the closet door^ 
but urged by higher motives than curiosity, she softly 
opened it. 

The persons within were conversing in a very low key, 
and seemed about to separate. It was evident she had 
lost the particulars of the plot from her being so long de- 
tained below ; yet she heard enough. 

*Be sure now, Holbey, you make no mistakes. Here, 
put the hst in this secretary drawer, and keep the key 
about you. Remember the place of rendezvous is in — — 

street. No ; recollect if any thing intervenes to make 

it imprudent to meet, there will be no signal, and if all is 
well, there will be a light visible from one of the upper 
windows of the capitol at ten oclock, they all know which, 
and be sure and pay attention to the signal at that hour, 
for it will not answer to have it there long ; it will be pre- 
pared to burn for just as many minutes as is necessary to 
be seen by all. If you see any thing like reluctance in 
any of them, let them stay at home — ^we want no cow- 
ards.' 

^ You can take the list, I reqiember all the names,' said 
Mr Holbey. 
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* You had better keep it, you may overlook some one^ 
and if all our members were not present we should have 
to adjourn, and the fewer times we meet for consultation, 
the better for safety, as you know doubtless.' This was 
spoken by a voice heard there on a former occasion, who 
continued — 

* I think you had better bring those precious communi- 
cations, contained in the bundle of papers tied with a red 
string.' 

* I will think of that,' said Mr Holbey — ^ I ratlier fear 
though it wpuld not be prudent, should any thing happen, 
to have those about me would be fatal.' 

* Happen man,' said another voice, * why we are not 
sure of proceeding to action so soon, and you can have time 
to xeconvey them back ; what can happen pray T 

* Well,' ^responded Mr Holbey, * I yield to your advice ; 
it is proper that all the company should see these ; if sur- 
{nrised, and we secure them, there is no evidence against 
us ; we appear only as a social party, met for convivial pur- 
poses. No arms, no means of defence, shews we had no 
reason to fear an attack.' 

' One thing at least we may be sure of,' said the first 
speaker, ^ there will be no traitors among us, all are too 
much interested in the business.' 

* Don't boast beforehand,' said the stranger, heard there 
on a former occasion, * the best plans ever laid have some- 
times miscarried through means of tmitors in the camp, I 
think, however, we have no such danger here ; there is 
but one thing about which I have any migivings — ^ and 
he appeared to make a most ominous pause. 
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* Well, what troubles your conscience now T mad one. 

* It is not a trouble of conscience,' replied the other, %ut 
the idea of the immense responsibily we are incurring, by 

•acting in the name of the whole party. If after all our 
labor in setting this enterprise on foot, they should gener- 
ally desert our standard, and take part with the Adminis- 
tration in putting us down, we are lost. If they should 
join in the hue and cry of treason^ rebdUoriy &c., we should 
have jeopardized our necks in vain. Man is a strange 
compound, often times the very thing he has spent his life 
to promote, that all his arguments, writing, reasonings &c. 
has had a direct tendency to bring about, let but another 
bring it to the desired point, I mean reduce his thewy to 
practice, and he will be the first to execrate it. It would 
Doi be the strangest thing that has happened, if the very 
persons who have been laboring for so many years to bring 
matters to this crisis, and for the last few months espec- 
ially have sought to rouse the minds of the populace to the 
highest pitch of desperation, should back out^ as the phrase 
is, and lay ihb whole upon us when they find the reform 

commenced with murder ^ 

Hush! hush r said Mr Holbey,"^we are not to use 
such words, was Brutus a murderer 1 Was Bradshaw and 
that set of w^orthies who condemned Charles the first to the 
Uock, murderers 1 Who talks of murder 1 And as tq the 
bug-bear you have just started, there is no danger of that 
unless you should desert us — ^has your mind changed — 
you seem to have some doubts V 
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* No> I have [hedged rayiel^ and am ready to go with 
you, I only suggest this that we may provide for our own 
safety in case of any accident of that sort.' 

* That advice,' returned the other, *ifi good ; to provide* 
for our own safety in cas^ of failure or desertion, is just ahd 
reasonable, and the plan mentioned in the eatly part of the 
evening I perfectly approve for the sake of the company, 
but as to myself I have detenniiied my safety shall be in 
a pair of loaded pistols, which if brought to the shortest 
turn, I intend to use if it is only to cheat the hangman.' 

A united laugh from the company stamped this as a 
witticism, and a motion Was now made to adjourn until 
ten o'clock the next evening, in case the signal should be 
visible. 

Whatever the scruples of Adelaide had previously been 
about the part she was herself acting, they vanished at the 
hearing the word murder^ and her only trial now was to 
prepare herself for the part she felt Providence assigned 
her, and if there was a lingering wish to be absolved from 
a painful duty, yet most devoutly did «he pray on that 
evening to be strengthened and enlightened by the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding. * It will briog destruction,' 
she said mentally, ^ I fear upon the house wliich has shel* 
tered my helpless infency ; my uncle I believe I may 
say, has been uniformly kind to me, kind at least as far as 
his nature would permit, and my poor avint stands upon 
the verge of life, the flame does but just glimmer m the 
eocket, a slight shock would undoubtedly force her from 
Uie stage of existence ; but then again my duty to God, to 
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the country that gave me Wth, to the uoknown perBon or 
persons whose blood is about to be offered on the altar of 
political enthusiasm, ali^ all, call on me to go forward, I 
Boay call down vengeance upon myself, but my own life 
if it can conduce to the welfare of my distracted country I 
freely give. The Lord gave, if it is His pleasure to recall 
the gift. His will, not mine be done.' 

When retired for the night, the subject again occupied 
the mind of the distressed Adelaide ; «ome tender feelings 
oould not but mingle with the thought of the fearful dan- 
gers that surroimded her ; she felt as though her own life 
would bang upon a thread from the moment that a di»- 
closui:e was piade, ^ but perhaps,' she thought, ' for this 
veiy sacrifice my heavenly Father has been training me, 
by Jeaving me little to live for, and certainly none to mouni 
for* me, an only child; melancholy distinction ! never to 
know the endearing ties that bind the hearts of the chil- 
dren of one family together, no brother or sister to love and 
cherish me through ibis cold world. Oh, when such a 
child is bereaved of its parents, liow doubly desolate they 
are ! But is there none V she asked, pursuing the tenor 
of her mournful reflections, ^ is there none who could have 
atoned to me for the deprivation of all these 1 None to 
whom my heart could have clung^ and loved as father, 
mother, sister and brother 1 Alas ! there has been one, 
and that one if living, has forgotten me, that cherished 
one, for whom I would cheerfully have encountered any 
of the hardstiips of life, with whom I could have endured 
unshrinking the cold blasts of adversity, with wly>m I 



300 4KIST0CRACY, OR 

would have been content to traverse the burning plains of 
India, or the frozen deserts of Siberia. 

Long and dreary w^re the watches of the night that 
preceded the final meeting of the conspirators, but not more 
trying than the day that succeeded to the feelings of Ad- 
elaide, for it was impossible for her to conceal the agita^ 
tion she felt, and had not the vtand of her uncle been whol- 
ly absorbed, he must have seen it. His wife too, was un- 
usually indisposed, and occupied much of the time and 
attention of the family, but as usual with invalids of her 
description, promised a better night's rest, after an un- 
commonly restless day. She retired early, and dismissed 
her niece from her laborious attendance, who retreated to 
her own room, where she had leisure to review .^r own 
conduct once more while waiting to hear the departing 
footsteps of her uncle, and a solemn review it was, im- 
pressed as she was with an idea the development would 
be fetal to herself ; her mind was however made up as to 
the step she meant to take, come what might ; she had 
during the last twenty-four hours reflected not only upon 
the probable consequences to herself, should her own part 
in the affair be discovered, but also contriving the best and 
safest way to act, with respect to the manner of commu- 
iiicating the information she possessed, which after all 
without further evidence, she knew must be a very con* 
fused and incoherent story. To give information of the 
existence of a plot, and not be able to explain any thing of 
the particulars, or of more than one of the names concern- 
ed in i^ would place her in rather awkward circumstances. 
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but then again she was foitunately apprised of the place of 
meeting, and the signal agreed upon. While meditating 
on this circumstance, she heard some one knock gently 
at the door of the study, and immediately the voice of 
the stianger she had first heard there, accosted her un- 
cle: 

* Ih the name of common sense, Holbey, what do you 
linger for, you ought to be the first man aboard, and be 
there long before the signal is given. I can tell you some 
news man. Rose has had another interview with the Pres- 
ident to-day, and they are further from an accommodation 
than ever, that last ridiculous proclamation is still in force 
and like to be, there is the rub, if we had but a few Brit- 
ish seventy-fours on the ocast, all would be easy, but never 
fear man, it is but to strike one bold stroke, and the coun- 
try is free — are you ready ? 

* I will be with you in a few moments,' replied Mr Hol- 
bey, * do you go, I will follow.* 

Adelaide Ustended with breathless attention while Hol- 
bey made his preparations after the departur#of the guest, 
she heard him load a pair of pistols, and concluded he se- 
cured them about his person, he then departed, carefully 
locking the study door after him ; with a beating heart 
she heard the last sound of his footsteps on the stairs, and 
the heavy grating of the front door as it slowly closed upon 
him, struck to her heart as the knell of a departing soul — 
its sound forcibly reminded her of a coffin descending to 
the earth — she listened a few moments, then shaking ofi*. 
these visionary terrors, proceeded to try the door comnui- 
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Dicating with the study, it jrielded to her hand, and taking 
up a lamp, proceeded to ex[4ore the apartment. 

The door which opened into the closet discovered a 
writing table placed directly against it, upon which stood 
a small mahogany secretary. In attempting to lift this 
in order to gain a passage in to the room, she discovered 
the key lying beneath it. This was by far the hardest 
part of the enterprise, and she stood a moment holding the 
key in her hand irresolute, until the word miurder sudden- 
ly flashed upon her brain. The key was instantly ap- 
plied, and the first thing which presented itself was the 
important list of names. She stopped not to peruse it, but 
hastily tlirusting the paper into her bosom, proceeded to 
search for the bundle of papers tied with a red string, de* 
signated as precious communkations. It was not there, and 
re-locking the secretary, she placed it agaiz^ on the table ; 
and afraid of being too late she prepared to close the door, 
without daring to search the apartment furtlier. 

Bhe had by mistake turned the table round, and dis- 
covered the drawer towards the door, it had escaped her 
eye before. She tried it ; it was locked, but the key of 
tlio secretary opened it, and great was her joy to find the 
important pacquet tied with a red tape. This she suppo- 
sed was the one at least, and securing it about her person 
and turning the table rounds she now fastened the door, 
having as she believed replaced every thing just as she 
bad found it, except the papers taken away. She then 
proceeded to array herself in a long cloak with a hood to 
it, and taking a daik lantern, descended the staira before 
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described at the end of the passage way leading from the 
room, having taken the precaution to lock her own apart* 
tne^t and secure the key about lier. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



* Methinka a Woma^x of this valiant spirit, 
Should if a coward heard hef speak these words. 
Infuse his breast with magoanimity. 
And make him, naked, foil a man at arms.' 

ThiiH Part of King Aenry VL 



Fortunately the servants were out of the way, and our 
heroine escaped imobserved out of the house and safely 
gained the street The evening was dark and unideas- 
ant, and she pui*sued her venturous path^in great trepida^ 
tion. Scarce knowing which way to go^ she had to pause 
often in order to ascertain the names of the streets, and to 
calculate up(m the nearest way she was acquainted with 
to the- place to which she had determined upon going.—- 
This caused her to be more observed by the pa&iengers in 
the streets than she otherwise would have been, and pla- 
ced her in an awkward and dangerous predicament Se- 
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veral times she stopped, almost bewttdered ; then quick- 
enmg her pace from seeing herself observed, hastened for- 
ward again. Her heart tlirobbed violently and her Iknbs 
almost refused support. Thus sl^e proceeded until to her 
great joy she found herself safe in the Pennsylvania Jlvt- 
nue, and the Capitol in solemn repose and gloomy grand- 
eur rose before her. 

The Hally which on that day had exhibited a scene of 
spirited contest, now slumbered in silence and darkness. 
Its spacious courts, its lofly porticos, its i^lendid galleries, 
were all now desolate; even the air around seemed hushed 
to a fearful stillness. She listened ; the clock struck ten, 
and at the same instant the fatal signal appeared at the 
window. 

In a moment Adelaide gained strength — her thoughts 
travelled back through the long lapse of ages; she thought 
of other climes— of the tyranny of power— of feudal times, 
when the beacon from the watch tower of some barbarous 
chief was the signal for thousands of ignorant vassals to 
leave their cheerful homes and happy fire-sides to engage 
in the work of carnage and death. 

^ And shall those honible scenes be renewed in our hap- 
py land V said she mentally, * shall Liberty's last home,* 
be polluted by ihe footsteps of those who would introdu9e 
such horrors here ? ^all the savage scenes of those teriri- 
ble herder wars be acted over again in our country 1 Fo^ 
bid it Heaven ! Better that the lives of all these plotters 
of * refofrm^ as they call it, should at once answer for their 
crimes, than that such a state of things should exist here.* 
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Armed with fresh courage the adventurous heroine 
once more stepped forward with renewed strength, and 
gxiided by her knowledge of the bearings from this quar- 
ter, proceeded the remainder of the way in safety, imtil 
she gained the door of the President's house; fatigued with 
her long walk, she stopped a moment on the threshold to 
take breath, and looked back to see if she could discover 
the capitol, and if the tight still gleamed from that upper 
window. That day had been a busy day in tlie House, 
the Senate had adjourned at an early hour, the lower 
house likewise, either fatigued with the business of the 
day or in order to prepare for a splendid entertainment 
given that evening, had rather hastily dismissed an im- 
portant debate — scandal said the latter, but as it is no way 
likely that such an august body would be persuaded to 
hae any portion of their time which could possibly be de- 
voted to business, and receive, seven dollars a day of the 
people's money to spend that time in balls and fetes, 
doubtless it was unfounded. — The recollection of this en- 
tertainmeixt though, and the fear that the President might 
be there, was now the greatest subject of apprehensitm to 
her, who with a gentle hand ventur^ to pull the bell, and 
enquire in a voice soft as summer's gentlest sighs — * If 
the President was within V 

* He is, but rather indisposed with a cold,' replied the 
domestic, ^ and has given orders to be excused to any 
who may call, unless on urgent business.' 

18 
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* I am not one then, to whom he is to be denied,' said 
Adelaide, with much dignity, 'for my business is of the 
utmost importance.' 

Walk in then madam,' said the servant with a respectful 
bow, at the same time ushering her into a spacious apart- 
ment, he rang a bell saying, * you can send any message 
you wish up stairs in a moment,' and disappeared. 

* This augers well,' thought Adelaide, * we can telJ 
something of the master, by the manners of the servant. 
Happy nation ! Blessed simplicity ! One is not obliged 
here to fight their way throught some forty Ventinels and 
|X)wdcrcd lacqueys escorted by lord chamberlains, knights 
of the household, or officers of the bed chamber, to gain 
the ear of roj^alty. Human beings here have the privi- 
lege of addressing/eHow clay in the language of common 
sense. No gilded palace, or turreted castle, slowly and 
unwillingly admits the indigent guest through its heavy 
portal — nothing here,' she added glancing round * to re- 
mind one of the immense disparity between rulers and 
people.' At another time the room, would have been an 
objectofsomecuriosity to her, who though far more in- 
different to show and splendor than most of her sex, wouki 
still have contemplated with interest, the place where 
thronging multitudes assembled to honor the man of the 
people's choice, but the all engaging object of her visit oc- 
cupied her mind exclusively. 

* Your pleasure madam,' said a young man, who sud- 
denly presented himself before htr, in the attitude of re- 
spectful attention. 
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Adelaide still kept her liood drawa, clo^ly down over 
her face, displaying however a mouth and teeth of unri- 
valled beauty, which doubtless did not escape the obser- 
vation of the young man, who listened with that peculiar 
smile of complacency, which youth and loveliness never 
fails to command, while she answered, 

* My business is with the President, I wish to speak to 
him on a subject of the utmost importance.' 

The young man was gone a few moments, and then 
returned to usher her to the presence of Im master. 

Adelaide felt as she ascended the lofty stairs as though 
some heavy weight impeded her progress, and every step 
in prospective appeared a mile, but the study was at length 
gained, and she stood in the presence of the President of 
the United States. 

H^ had just been perusing a paper which he still held 
in his hand, and which it appeared the gentleman on the 
other side the table was about to copy, and so absorbed 
was his attention by the contents, that for a moment he 
did not perceive Adelaide, who was intently engaged in 
studying the expression of his countenance. 

The lines of deep care were visible on the brow of him 
who had for so many years, waked and watched for the 
public good, and over his noble and thoughtful counte- 
nance there was a slight shade of melanchoUy, there was 
'too, a certain determined air that seemed to proclaim, 
that there was in him no passion flesh is heir to but what 
was under the entire control of reason; still over all there 
was diffused an expression of kindness and benevolence. 



^08 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

that supplied a fine relief to the sterner features of char- 
acter. Adelaide thought she should have distinguished 
the philanthropic Jefferson, the philosopher of Monticello 
among a thousand. 

At length perceiving her, he rose, and with much kind- 
ness of manner begged het to be seated, at the same time 
motioning with his hand to the gentleman on the op- 
posite side the table to withdraw. He himself was now 
standing and Adelaide did not feel quite easy to be seat- 
ed in the presence of the chief magistrate, while he re- 
mained .in that position, she recollected too upon the with- 
drawal of the gentleman, that she was at Uberty to make 
her business known, and feeling herself exti^emely awk- 
ward in the kind of garment that enveloped her person, 
she unclasped the collar of her mantle,^ and threw back 
the hood, in doing which her comb dropped out, and the 
profusion of her dark brown curls fell oVer her shoidders, 
hastily gathering them up, and replacing the comb (which 
ihe President had the gallantry to let her pick up herself,) 
she took the papers from her bosom, and walking up to 
the table where he had again seated himself, she said, 

* Time presses, and I must hasten honored sir, to in- 
form you of the manner in which these papers came into 
my possession, though I fear notwithstanding the purity 
of my motive'^ I may sink in your esteem by so doing, 
that however is of minor i^nportance to the safety of the 
State.' She then briefly stated the accidental hearing of 
the first conversation in Mr Holbey's study, without how- 
ever naming her guardian — her resolution to hear what 
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passed at their next intervtew in that jrface — the manner 
in which she obtained the list and the bundle of papers, 
&c. which she freely described, but the animated look of 
the speaker and her heightened color fled, as handing the 
papers she said, 

* Hasten dear sir, to develope this business ere it be too 
late ! Already I fear some measures may have been con- 
certed, fatal to the life of some individual probably of your 
own, the beacon of destruction still gleams from yonder 
window of the capitol — a signal of safety to the persons 
of the conspirators, and of destruction to — ^'* 

The color had not only deserted the cheek of the fair 
speaker, but even her lips were of an ashy paleness, as 
she stood with clasped hands and supplicating looks — ^be- 
fore him, who heard her not — saw her not — ^for fixed as 
a Statue of marble he still held in his hand the fatal List, 
upon which his eyes were rivited, without as appeared, 
the power of withdrawing them, until aroused by Ade- 
laide's requesting him to penise the papers, as she must 
speedily return. 

* And are you, young lady,' said he, suddenly awaking 
as it were, * about to return to the house of a traitor, of an 
assassin perhaps 1 Which of the conspirators do you reside 
with? 

* Alas, sir,' said Adelaide, ' I have a dying aunt in that 
house, and beside, Mr Holbey is my guardian; they have 
been the protectors of my helpless infancy, my only earth- 

♦Power of imagination, as the light was visible only two 
seconds. 
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\y friends.' Again she was unnoticed and unanswered, 
for the attention of her auditor was completely absorbed 
by the perusal of the first paper which he had opened. 

' Well here is treason mdeed !' he at length exclaimed, 
' Bancroft, I would not have believed you a villain J^ and 
he threw the paper on the table with such a look of stern- 
ness,' as made Adelaide tremble, * if you are a traitor who 
is not V 

* I would pledge my life for his innocence, for his integ- 
rity,' exclaimed the terrified girl, * Bancroft has not de- 
ceived, has not betrayed the confidence reposed in him.' 

' Be consistent, madam,' said the President rising and 
walking the room, .* this paper which you yourself bring 
me, is a copy of private instructions, with which the Gov- 
ernment thought fit to entrust him.' 

' Nevertheless he is innocent,' said Adelaide, who over- 
whelmed with the idea of the mischief she was about to 
occasion to those she loved, as well as to the unworthy, 
now burst into tears. 

' Be composed, madam,' said the President, again seal- 
ing himself opposite her, and surveying her with a look in 
which it was evident pity and interest struggled with the 
deep resentment awakened* 'be composed, tears never 
move me, but if you have any reasons to ofler, I shall be 
happy to hear them.' 

' Mr Bancroft, sir,' said Adelaide collecting herself once 
more, * is unfortunately maixied to a daughter of one of 
these persons, Mr Holbey ; his wife is one of the most art- 
ful of women, and has canied on a constant correspon- 
dence with her father. I doubt not by her means ' 
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* But how should she obtain possession of these pa- 
pers, certainly he has too much sense to confide them to a 
woman V 

Adelaide smiled, then deeply blushing, while her eyes 
were bent meekly to the floor, she said — * In the same 
manner perhaps, sir, in which I obtained possession of her 
father's.' 

The answer was so prompt it confused even her inter- 
rogator, and for a moment he was silent, and gazed upon 
her with evident feelings of pity, then in a tone of great 
kindness he said — 

* There is no parallel in the case, dear young lad)^, slie 
could have no excuse for thus betraying her husband, tlie 
cases are widely different ; much as I disapproveiof prying 
into the concerns of others, I do not see how you could 
have acted differently and been guiWess ; but let me look . 
at these papers, and I will detain you no longer.' 

* This cannot be the packet alluded to, these letters,' 
said he, returning them, * are private correspondence be- 
tween him and one Edwdrd MelMUe now residing in New 
Orleans.' 

' My uncle !' exclaimed Adelaide, ' my long lost uncle !' 
hastily taking the letters and running them over with a 
glance, ' how has your generous confidence been abused.' 

But oh, what a discovery of iniquity was here laid open 
— his very existence had been kept from her, and nothing 
of the large sums Remitted to her in these letters, had ever 
reached her, she had even been represented in the letters 
of her guardian it appeared, as a gay young woman, too 
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fond of pleasure to give herself even the trouble of writing, 
and had put it upon him. Mild and amiable as she was, 
the blood of Adelaide boiled within her veins at this dis- 
covery, and her color went and came, while the President 
rising, left the room for a few moments. Upon returning 
he said — 

* I have seen to your safe conduct Miss — ^}^our name if 
you please.' 
*Mellville.' 

' Miss Mellville, if it is your choice to return to your un- 
cle's, your share in this business shall never be known. I 
am rather of opinion that the most quiet way in which 
these people can be dealt vrith is the best, it will be ex- 
tremely difficult to come at the necessary proof to convict 
them — we have had one trial of this sort in the case of Mr 
Burr. It will be great punishment to them to know that 
they are known and despised, and all their plans frustra- 
ted, and their future combination will be effectually pre- 
vented by the want of confidence in each other, for as you 
will not be exposed, they must necessarily think they have 
been betrayed by one of their own number. Go home then 
in confidence of your own safety, your uncle will not re- 
turn until a warrant shall have reached his house for other 
papers which probably were some taken from the oflSce of 
his employer. I regret you cannot ride, but my carriage 
might betray you. You will be cared for too, I pledge rtiy- 
self that ample provision shall be made for one who has 
hazarded so much to serve the State.* 

* I should be very unworthy of your goodness sir,' said 
JLdelaide, ' should I receive a reward for performing my 



m 
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duty, however painful the perfonnance mtay be, and shall 
certainly accept none, not even from the Chief Magistrate 
— ^yet one service I would ask in compassion to my help- 
less orphan state.' 

* Name it,' said the President. 

' I would ask that my uncle Edward Mellville, now ^t 
New Orleans, may be informed of my situation as quick 
as possible, and urged to come to my immediate assis- 
tance. These letters to Mr Holbey shew that I have yet 
a relative who cares for me, and that I have been defraud- 
ed of the ample provision made for me by him.' ^ 

* It shall be done inmiediately, if we send an expiess 
on purpose,' he replied, then hastily opening the door, he 
spoke to an attendant, and takmg her hand, led her to 
the staircase, while cordially pressing it in his, he said — 

* Farewell excellent young woman, whatever betides us 
may He * who rides upon the whirlwind and directs the 
storm,' shelteryou. When the bitterness of partyshall slum- 
ber in my tomb, another age may estimate, the benefits of 
my €ulministration, and this service you have rendered the 
Republic. Farewell ! accept an old man's blessing.' 

Adelaide's heart was too full to speak, but her glowing 
cheek and tearful eyes as she raised them and met the 
benignant smile of the President, spoke volumes, then 
hastily pressing, her quivering lip to the hand she was re- 
Unquishing, she darted down stairs, and was in the street 
in a moment. • 

The young man who had shewn her up stairs walked 
by her side, and at a lit^e distance another with a Ian- 
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thoiD, but no word <tf recogniiion passed between them or 
any conversation whatever until she dismissed them with- 
in a short distance of the house. From the time it took to 
return she was convinced the distance was much shorter 
to those acquainted with the city, and that she must have 
made a wide circuit in her agitation. The fear that she 
might liave been called for, or the door she came out of 
fastened in her absence, tortured her all the way home, but 
happily it was groundless^ and pale, agitated ajid fatigued, 
she was yet so happy as to gain her chamber in safety ; 
here she threw off her clothes, and tried to compose her- 
self to sleep. But the extreme anxiety she had undergone 
together with the fatigue of her walk, had been much 
more than her frame could endure, and she felt lierself 
alarmingly ill, her pulse throbbed violently, and intense 
pain in her head with violent ague fits seemeed to prog- 
nosticate an approaching fever. 

For about half an hour the distressed girl lay rol- 
ling from side to side in acute distress, unwilling to alarm 
the family, and dreading to be up when the officers wborii 
she momentarily expected should arrive. Tlje dreaded 
moment at lentli came — a loud knocking at the ouOside 
door which echoed through every room in the house, an- 
nounced their arrival. The servant waiting on the ground 
floor for the return of his master, hastily admitted them, 
the heavy steps of two or three men was then heard com- 
ing up the stairs, and in a moment the door of the study 
was burst in, and a general ransack commenced. A tap 
at Adelaide's chamber door now summoned her to rise, 
she opened it and admitted Nanny the servant maid. 
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* For mercy's sake Miss Adelaide go down to my poor 
mistress, she is almost dying with fright ; the officers have 
broken open Mr Holbey's study, w^th a great man at their 
head who has lost a bundle of papers and accuses hny mas- 
ter of taking them, and sure as you live the man with the 
warrant actually found them in the book-case drawer, 
which they btoke open, there they was to be sure all tied 
with a red ribbon wound round and round them ; you 
never saw such a scene of confusion in your life, why the 
floor is entirely covered with bcioks and papers ; but for 
pity's sake what ails you Miss Adelaide, why you look 
ikker than your aunt — ^you are scared to death V 

* No Nanny, I am really ill,' said Adelaide, * lend me 
your arm.' She now with great effort went down to her 
aunt whom she found sitting upon the sofa wringing her 
hands. Adelaide endeavored to calm her, but at the same 
time throwing herself on a couch declared her inability to 
render her the least assistance. Mrs Holbey now shrieked 
with the greatest violence, and summoning the attendants, 
protested * the wretches had killed her niece, and would 
kill her before they left the house.' 

The gentleman who employed Mr Holbey and amply 
remunerated him, and who had been repaid with such sig- 
nal ingratitude, was still in the house, and now coming 
into the room, with much kindness endeavored to calm 
the fears of the lady and ascertain who ' had been killed T 
Mrs Holbey pointed to Adelaide who lay stretched vl\ 

the couch the image of death. Mr advanced 

took her hand which was now burning with fever. 
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endeavored to compose her, saying no harm was about to 
overtake her relatives except banisliment from Washing- 
ton ; that in pity to the situation of Mr Holbey's family, 
he should suspend the proceedings of the law, and sufier 
him to depart quietly, that his family, however, might re- 
main if they chose until his wife was able to travel. He 
then advised them to call a physician to Adelaide, (who 
sufficiently understood his looks of pity and concern,) and 
departed. A physician was immediately called, while the 
two ladies were carried up to bed ; he bled Adelaide and 
administered an opiate to Mrs Holbey ; before, however, it 
could take effect, Mr Holbey rushed into the house with' 
wild and haggard looks, commanding them to put up a 
few clothes for him, as he must depart from Washington 
immediately. 

The heart of Adelaide sunk within her at the sound of 
Ids voice. ' What does all this mean Mr Holbey V said 
his wife. 

^Political persecution! that is the sum total,' and he 
paced the floor with rapid strides, while the perspiration 
stood in large drops upon his forehead. He then said — 
* my wife must follow by easy stages to New York ; near 
tlierc I shall take a place and send for you ; and to your 
care, Adelaide, I commend her. You will be better, and 
you must see that she comes comfortably ; take courage, 
we shall yet see better days.' 

A servant now entered and handed him a note. 

' Yes, yes !' said he, muttering between his teeth, 'I will • 
soon be off; but if I find out which of our number has be- 
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ttyed us I will return to blow his brains out, though he 
»nd in the presence of the President himself* then sof- 
sning his voice, * now Adelaide dear, don't you forsake us 
1 trouble, promise to see your axmt comfortably along.' 

* I shall not leave her till death separates us,' said Ade- 
ide, faintly. 

* That is a good girl, farewell then both until we meet 
1 better quarters,' so saying, he hurried from their sight. 
ifter his departure, Nanny the female domestic picked up 
paper which she handed to her mistress, who passed it 
) Adelaide requesting her to read it — ^its purport was as 
illows : 

* Sir — As an act of great lenity, you are permitted to de- 
art unmolested from Washington, provided you go with- 
I three hours, otherwise you will be arrested and suffer 
le penalties of the law. 

* As your children are located in New York, you will 
oubtless wish to be near them, if so, while you are 

intent to remain quiet, you will be unmolested. But you 
re hereby forbidden to leave the Territory of the United 
•tales, or to remove any part of your family of it. You 
lust be sensible you will ever be an object of suspicion, 
nd consequently your movements will be watched; such 
Q attempt, therefore, would be detected and most signally 
lunished. 

* Signed, .' 

* I am glad of thait,' sobbed Mrs Holbey, * I am sure I 
loa't want to be dragged off to Canada, and in New York 

can see my deai children too— there I am somebody, and 

19 
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live like other people, but here, Adelaide dear ^ the 
last part of the speech was unheard by her niece, whose 
multiplied anxieties had at length given way to the sopo- 
rific qualities of the medicine she had taken, or to her terr 
ror, which is known sometimes to operate as a sedative. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



< So now prosperity begins to mellow. 
And drop into the rotten mouth of death.* 

Richard III 



The morning which dawned upon this deserted family, 
arose with unusual splendor ; it had been preceded by a 
dark and cloudy night, but the clouds had passed away, 
and not a speck obscured the horizon : the clear expanse 
of Heaven reflected only the lustre of a brilliant sun which 
darted its almost meridian beams into the apartment before 
the two afflicted females awoke. 

^ What a contrast,' said Adelaide mentally, as she drew 
the curtain, ^ what a contrast to the gloom and desolation 
within.' She arose, however, much refreshed and re- 
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iieved, though weakened by the loes of blood, her feverish 
8)nnptoms had materially abated. The trials she had un- 
dergone within the last twenty-four hours she felt had in- 
jured her more than disease, and felt it would be long be- 
fore she should recover frdm the shock her nerves had sus- 
tained ; the care of her aunt was now a favor, as it relieved 
the mind by employing the body, and cheated her as it 
were of much painful reflection ; as to the unfortuate in- 
valid herself though much distressed in mind as well as 
body, she still insisted upon being taken up and dressed, 
in order to superintend the packing of her things, which 
she wished done immediately, but her niece reminded her 
they were to await a letter from Mr Holbey, and the phy- 
sician urged strongly against the departure of the party for 
some time yet, as neither of the ladies were well enough, 
and the travelling was not good ; still the pride of Mrs 
Holbey was so hurt at removing, that she was seriously 
inconvenienced by it She had condescended to intreat 
of the two domestics not to mention the alarm of the pre- 
ceding night, and to hire them, had agreed to take them . 
on her journey to the town where they belonged free of 
expense. The kind West Indians she would not see again 
upon pretence of feeling too exquisitely at parting with 
them. A letter from Mr Holbey arrived as soon as he 
reached New York. 

On the day preceding that of their departure Mrs Hol- 
bey mentioned to her niece for the first time her fears of a 
s^edy dissolution ; she said she had an omen of it on the 
very night Mr Holbey departed from Washington : that 
she lay very reatless and xmeasy after first retiring, she 
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judged an hour or two, and that at length urged by some 
unaccountable impulse, she arose and looked out of the 
window facing her bed. This window, she observed, com- 
manded a view of two or three upper windows of the Cap- 
itol, which was involved in such darkness owing to the 
evening being cloudy, that it was w^ith difficulty she could 
distinguish even the faint outline of the dome alone, and 
could not had she not known its exact situation ; that 
while gazing she saw a light appear at one of the win- 
dows apparently without the intervention of human hands, 
and that she was convinced it was an omen of her ap- 
proaching dissolution, for in an instant it was suddenly 
extinguished in the same manner as it appeared, and the 
building once more left in total darkness ; terror then, she 
said, drove her to bed, that she had not even the cour- 
age to wake Nanny, but covered her face until she slept. 
' PeopRf wTiolHH^ervous sometimes imagine they see 
strange sights,' said heSuwkce, thoughtfully. 

* Yes,' said her aunt, but l^^hall always believe I saw 
that light, and ah me ! I fear fahm very unfit to die — I 
wish I had not put off preparation so lohijff.' 

4 wish so too,' said her niece with a sighJVibut dear ai#nt, 
it is not too late to begin.' ^St 

'No I don't think it is,' said Mrs Holbey hastily, « ^ 
soon as we get to New York I intend to begin, antf-l^ilitt 
Adelaide you shall talk with me, for I do begin to b&^ ^\i&Te ' 
you are a very good girl,' (for the first time kissing tfeS'^ 
cheek of her niece.) 

* I intend to begin there,' said Adelaide mentally, *ah ! • 
I fear you will never see New York again.' But much as 
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Tuly pious girl felt distressed at her thus putting off 
hings that belonged to her peace for a more conve- 

season, yet the late conversation had conveyed a 
3le joy to her heart. It appeared her aunt was pro- 
Uy ignorant of the plot in which her husband was 
^d, and of which she believed him to have been chief 
Lger, though not the moving spring. What she had 
respecting the light at the Capitol was convincing 
of her innocence, yet she had said but Uttle about the 
Tences of that fatal night, and seemed evidently to 

the subject. The only remark she had ever made, 
hat * there must be some mistake about the papers, or 
itagem to ruin Mr Holbey.* 

le kind physician who had attended both the' ladies, 
I on the morning of their departure to take leave, and 
aking hands with them, slipped a note in Adelaide's 

unperceived by her aunt ; she had not time to read 
itil they stopped at the first stage, as they were just 
setting out. With what different feelings the unhap- 
irl left the city from those with which she entered it 
well be imagined. Then she believed herself beloved 

e E family, and felt rich in their friendship— 

they had all forgotten her. Then, although she dis- 
Mr Holbey, she had no personal dread of him— «ow 
(It she had cause both to dislike and fear him. She 
up the blind of the carriage to take a last view of the 
Hit Mrs Holbey commanded her instantly to lower it 
i sight was hateful to her. Adelaide felt a pang of dis- 
Qtment, but one look at the poor invalid baoisdied her 
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reeentment She^sat, or rather reclined on the back eeat, 
bolstered up, and supported by Nanny, and looked as 
though a few days would terminate her journey. That, 
however, wa« not the case, as every mile she continued to 
grow better, and it probably lengthened her Ufe for some 
weeks. Slow and painful, however, was the journey to 
both ; Nanny went with them nearly to New York, but 
William the man servant, they set down within a day's 
journey of the metropolis. They regretted not retaining 
the female attendant in their family, but that Mr Holbey 
peremptorily forbade m his letter, as * servants would blab,' 
and he should engage a woman and lad against their ar- 
rival.' 

Never perhaps had tliis unfortunate woman realized be- 
fore the comforts of a home, but now all her thoughts seem- 
ed to centre there, she talked incessantly of the pleasures 
she should enjoy in the charming situation Mr Holbey in- 
tended to get, (for he had mentioned a beautiful cottage 
advertized which he meant to obtain if possible, within a 
few miles of the city, and directed them to stop at the post 
office where a line from liim would inform of his place of 
residence.) 

As soon as Adelaide had seen her aunt comfortably dis- 
posed of for the night at their first stage, she retired to 
read the note which had been so mysteriously handed 
her, it was evidently very hastily written, and the words 
were these : 

* Should death deprive Miss Mellville of the protection 
of her aunt, she cannot remove too soon from the house of 
such a man as her guardian. Her uncle will soon appear 
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to claim her, but until that period arrives she may need 
nipport ; should that be the case, she can draw in her 

>wii name for any sum she may want upon Bank 

New York, and it is earnestly requested she will not let 
my false deUcacy prevent her making use of the pri\i- 
lege. 

*A Friend.' 

* A friend indeed,' thouglit Adelaide, *it is easy to imag- 
ine what friend dictated this — no I will not feel any false 
clelicacy with respect to using it should my necessities re- 
quire, because I hope the day is not far distant in w^hich I 
sould repay it.' 

For the first time now since the fatal night of the dis- 
covery, Adelaide prepared to examine the bundle of papers 
tied with a red string, the packet wliich so providentially 
fell in her hands, and which she mistook for the one after- 
wards found in Mr Holbey's study by his employer; there 
seemed a very special providence towards her in the mis- 
take, as had she discovered the other, the knowledge of 
her uncle's existence would still have been concealed from 
her. 

The letters all except two, were directed to her uncle ; 
the first addressed to her contained nothing worthy of par- 
ticular notice except a promise of a sketch of his life in a 
future one. The last containing that sketch we shall trans- 
cribe — ^it was as follows : 
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New ORLEAKt. 

I have promised you in my former letter, dear Adelaide, 
a brief sketch of my past life in order to accoimt to you for 
the rash promise made on leaving my country. Painful 
as it will be to me to retrace scenes which in the acting 
gave me so much anguish, and in the recollection has 
caused me some pangs, I shall endeavor to fulfill my prom- 
ise, hoping my fate may be a beacon to you to avoid the 
shoals and quicksands which lie in your way; and in that 
of every inexperienced and unsuspicious person. 

' Lean not on earth, 'twill pierce thee to the heait,* is a 
caution that cannot be too often sounded in our ears, and 
yet we may ask who ever heeded it before painful exped- 
ience had convinced them of its truth. 

My father as you know was a soldier of the Revolution, 
liis zeal in the cause of his country could not be exceeded. 
His eldest son, your fatlier, was a man of retired domestic 
turn, addicted to business, and having no taste for public 
life further than that business called him into it, with no 
passion for books, no turn for study beyond that of Ledger 
and Day-Book ; my father, therefore, who always hoped to 
have a son for the service of the State, could make no such 
calculations upon him. I chanced to be of a different turn. 
Books were my delight from a child, and it was with the 
greatest exertion that I could bring myself occasionally to 
assist in the business of the shop. Being persuaded that 
all his hopes in a son were about to be fulfilled in die, mj 
too indulgent and ambitious parent took me from behind 
the counter, and placed me at College. Here my deport* 
ment was such as to give him perfect satisfactioni as well 
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as to the officers of the Institution. After my term had 
ez{Hred he kindly furnished me with money to make a 
tour of the States, in which excursion I spent a twelve- 
month, stopping in some of the principal cities, where I 
tonxked many agreeable acquaintances. Upon my return, 
my father was delighted with the observation I had made, 
and the report which he was pleased to say every where, 
followed of the sobriety of my conduct and deportment. I 
believe I may say without vanity I was deserving of this. 
I knew my father's slender means would not admit of my 
spending money in extravagance, and as to low pleasures 
I never had any taste for them. 

* Among the number of neighbors who kindly partici- 
pated in the happiness of my friends on my return to my 
native village, was a family by the name of Newton, who 
inhabited an elegant seat at a small distance from our 
tanxL Mr Newton was originally a poor man, and had 
fipcmi small beginnings gradually accumulated a fortune ; 
he was now somewhat in years, having married late in 
life to a starched maiden lady in a neighboring town, by 
which his already ample fortune was increased a few 
thousands ; few peofde could be more uninviting and un* 
attractive in manners than the Newton's, the most perfect 
selfishness characterized their every thought and action ; 
their attention were measured out with such exactness to 
the quality of their guests, that any one well acquainted 
with them, could almost tell to a fraction what each one 
was worth. I was, however, an exception to the general 
rule, to me they were all attention, though I was a young 
man beginning the world and without any property, and 
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much the spectators must have, marvelled at it For my 
own part, ignorant of the world as I was, and of them in 
particulfiur, I was foolish enough to attribute it to my own 
individual merits, combined with the respect which every 
inhabitant of the town, felt for my father. I afterwards 
discovered that excellent but misguided parent had in jhe 
fullness of his heart spoken freely before these people of 
the prospects held out by some powerful friends for me. — 
This couple had an only daughter — their only surviving 
child she was in fact — ^that she would be the heiress of 
immense wealth was the last thing that would be thought 
of by tliose who gazed upon her. She was perfectly beau- 
tiful — I will not attempt to describe, I should only mar 
the picture ; imagine to youi*self a face and form that could 
not be mended, and you have her likeness. She was but 
eighteen, yet she had all the dignity of a woman of thirty ; 
her manners were graceful in the extreme, her mind high- 
ly cultivated, and her accomplishments far from superficial. 
There was but one subject upon which she betrayed the 
least ignorance, and that did not displease me having from 
childhood had a hatred of devotees. She knew nothing of 
religion, in truth I heard her on several occasions attempt 
to quote the Bible, and give one or two profane proverbs 
of the ancients as authority from the sacred book. My 
father took her up on these occasions, when she woidd 
laugh it off with inimitable grace ; in fine, whatever she 
did was done with such peculiar naivettej that even her 
mistakes made her more fascinating. One other female 
belonged to the family, having been adopted at an early 
age by Mrs Newton, an orphan niece of h^re, a truly ami^ 
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lUe yoimg lady, modest, studious, retiring and unobtru- 
dve at all times, not remarkably handsome, though she 
night have passed for such in the absence of her cousin, 
>ut the res{dendent beauty of Isabella Newton threw the 
liumble charms of the amiable Helen Brigham into the 
back ground. 

I need not tell you my dear niece that I was captivated 
ivith Isabella, the very iQrst visit. The only anno}rance I 
iiad (and of him I could not possibly be jealous) was the 
Eittentions of a certain wealthy but rude and savage look- 
ing young man with black wiskers, and a scowl that 
would almost terrify men, much more females. To be 
Bure he often forced himself between me and the lovely 
Isabella, but as I had no fears she could look upon him 
otherwise than with disgust, it excited nothing but con- 
tempt sometimes mixed with a little anger, at liis contin- 
ual interruption. 

Although my enchantress favoured my views, so far as 
to admit my company at all seasons, and to discover no 
dislike at the glances of impassioned feeling daily and al- 
most hourly directed at her, yet for some reason or other 
she always avoided being alone with me. I only wanted 
to ascertain that an application to her parents would not 
be disagreeable, to ask their consent to receive my ad- 
dresses ; but finding an interview without witnesses so 
difficult, I at length sought and found one with her fair 
cousin, to whom I freely unbosomed myself and requested 
her aidy she promised to assist me, but her diffidence was 
so great I feared much of her success, for she trembled so 
violently and changed color so often while I was telling 
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the story of my love to Isabella, that I almost feared her 
feinting ; however by her managment I obtained the de- 
sired interview at length, and certainly had no reason to 
despair, if I had not positive assurance, although Isabella 
declined any appUcation to her parents for the present 

In the mean time the plans of my good father, for my 
advancement continued to progress. Application was 
made at the seat of government for an office then about to 
be vacated, for which it was thought my talents and ac- 
quirements particularly qualified me ; and not a doubt dis- 
turbed the minds of my father or his friends on the subject. 
The office was in fact considered as undoubtedly mine, 
and I was absolutely congratulated on the subject. As 
the prospect now was that I must shortly depart for a 
length of time from my native place, I thought it folly any 
longer to defer making proposals to the parents of my be- 
loved Isabella. I accordingly solicited and obtained a 
private interview with Mr Newton, by and with the con- 
sent of his daughter ; the old gentleman behaved vrith 
much politeness though with great circumspection, he ad- 
vised my deferring the declaration to his daughter, imtil 
my plans were all formed, but my impetuosity could not 
brook delay, and I insisted upon seeing her that very , 
evening and sealing my destiny, I was accordingly indulg- 
ed with an interview. Can memory ever lose the recol- 
lection of that hour when I was preparing to receive the 
assurance of earthly bliss ! Could the world if it were 
now laid at my feet with all the treasures it contains af- 
ford me another such ? I know it could not. O Gtod, 
hast thou only given such intense feelings of [Measure, 
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such exquisite anticipations of happiness to the human 
heart, just to make the bitterness of disappointment more 
acute ? — ^but I am wandering from my story — 

* I went home — arrayed myself with scrupulous care 
and attended by all the laughing graces, light of heart 
and light of heel, returned to receive the vows of my idol. 
How passing lovely she looked, I will not describe ; with 
what a modest grace she received my vows, I will not 
say, but she was all condescension, all softness, all — ^but 
I did not ask any promises of her, I thought myself secure 
without, I thought her mine in heart, certainly ; and if I 
had doubted would have scorned the attempt to bind any 
one by such a pledge ; but while I was pouring forth my 
vows, talking over all ray plans of earthly happiness, and 
for the first time folding the beloved and facinating Is- 
abella to my heart — ^in that selfsame moment, the blow 
which was to crush me to the earth was preparing to de- 
scend. 

'A knock had been heard at the front door a few mo- 
ments before this, and now my beloved was summoned 
fi^om the room to see some one who wanted her on par- 
ticular business ; after waiting some time for her return, a 
messenger was sent to say. Miss Newton could not see 
me again that evening ; the servant was gone like light- 
ning, and no one appeared to say what was the matter. 
I walked the house some time anxious to see some of the 
family, but in vain ; at length, concluding some sudden 
death of relatives, or friends, peculiarly distressing, bad' 
occurred I returned home, expecting to be sent for the 
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next day. ^ In this I was disappointed ; the day passed by 
and no invitation came ; in the evening I walked over 
and received from the servant at the door a message Hhat 
the family were particularly engaged and could not see 
me.' I returned home and the next morning received a 
letter with the Washington post mark ; I opened it, it» 
contents were — 

•Washington, May 17, ■ 
* Sir — I grieve to state that the appointment solicited 
with so much confidence, and I might almost say promised 
for you, has at length been bestowed upon ahother, and 
upqn one who I am told has not half your qualifications. 
What the motives of the President can be in thus dispose 
ing of it I cannot say, but he was inexorable. You, sir, are 
personally unknown to me, but the high character I have 
heard of you, and the eminent services your father has 
rendered the State, disposed me ta fevw your pretensionn^ 
and I assure you my influence has not been wanting in 
your service, and I sincerely regret it has availed nothing. 
* Yours with the greatest respect, 



Here then was an end to my hopes of promotion and 
my present prospects of a livelihood ; it was a severe and 
bitter disappointment, but such a novice was I in the world 
that I never dreamed it could influence a woman in mar- 
rying me, or a man in bestowing his daughter, and beside 
it Was next to impossible any family could have been 
made acquainted with fny afllairs before I was mjrself.— - 
My bUssful ignotance, however, was of short duration.-— 
On the ensuing day I saw the beloved of my soul in ap- 
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It would be in vain to attempt to relate the various sub^ 
terfuges employed by this relentless enemy of her ovrn 
soul, to put off the evil day of repentance and preparation ; 
suffice it to say she did put it of]^ and death surprised 
her in the midst of her excuses, and abortive attempts. 
She died of suffocation, and went in a moment, and all 
that her afflicted niece had to comfort her was the reflec- 
tion that she had left nothing undone to enlighten and con- 
vince her. 

The funeral obsequies were performed the second day 
afterthe death of Mrs Holby, and then for the first time 

Adelaide encountered Mr and Mrs R since her returii. 

That imfeeling woman having excused herself from visit- 
kig her mother, during her sickness on account as she said 
of the pain it would give her feelings to see her parent 
suflfering so much.' The airs of hauteur assumed towards 
her cousin were truly ludicrous; Adelaide however ap- 
peared not to notice them. Mr R ^was extremely civ- 
il, and upon her expressing a wish to go to the city offered 
her a seat in his carriage, and an asylum in liis house, 
until she could suit herself in some other lodgings. His 
wife sat by, and did not join in the invitation ; but as she 
said nothing Adelaide took it for granted she might ride 
with them, that was all she wished to do. They staid 
about a week after the interment of Mrs Holbey, and on 
the day of their departure when the carriage drew up, she » 
was accordingly ready to accompany them on the road; 'I 

but to her inexpressible disappointment Mrs R pro- 1 

tested * it was extremely inconvenient, as she had several 
trunks and band-boxes to carry which contained th© 
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wearing apparel of her deceased mother ; and finally that 
it was utterly impossible to take her. 

Adelaide had previously stated to her uncle in respect- 
ful terms, her wish that now her aunt was no more, 
to remove to the city. He ridiculed the idea of any seem- 
ing impropriety in her remaining, and asked to whom she 
coidd go for more respectable protection 1 

^ Adelaide replied, she should not go to any one for pro- 
tection, as she was now old enough to protect herself; that 
she intended if possible to board with two maiden ladies 

of her acquaintance, whom Mr R informed her were 

still living, and as amiable and respected as ever. He at 

length acquiesed, and upon Mrs R ^'s objecting to lake 

her, pretended to look exceedingly mortified. Mr R 

was outrageous ; but finding his wife determined to carry 
the day, *never mind Adelaide' said he *I will be here ear- 
ly to-morrow morning after you, if you will trust yourself 
logo without my wife,' laughing. 

Adelaide felt perplexed, but at length said, * she would 
not give him that trouble, but would commission him to 
send the stage round that way after hen* T"«?-^hi8 he 
agreed, though evidently disappointed, and promifldo^ 
make it his business on the ensuing morning. ^ 

It was late in the afternoon when the carriage depart- ^ 
c(], and Adelaide saw it depart wHth feelings of anguish ^ 
and a sinking of heart for which she could not entirely ac* i 
count ; but if her fears were excited by the departure of 
the carriage, what must they have been an hour or two 
afterwards, when she discovered their attendants the man 
and woman both gone, who, as Mr Holbey himself obfieired, 
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subject of goseip to all the country. The entire care of 
her aunt for the last two or three days fell upon poor Ad- 
elaide, and it was with feelings of thankfulness that she 
saw it draw to a close, much as she dreaded the presence 
of her guardian, yet so entirely worn out was she by the 
slow and tedious manner of travelling, that almost any 
place of rest was a relief. The poor invalid might have 
come much easi^ by waler most of the way, but to this 
she would in no wise consent, her fears were so great on 
Ihat element 

it was indeed a delightful resid^ice to which the party 
were welcomed after their fatiguing journey. The house 
was an elegant little <>ottage, situated upon a woody emi- 
nence, commanding a view of the East River, and possess- 
mg a fine garden, every ^pot of which was laid out with 
much taftte, in short, in every foot of earth around, the 
useful and ornamental had been c(msulted, and strikingly 
reminded Adelaide of E farm. It was in that de- 
lightful season of the year when ^nature puts forth all her 
charms,* that our travellers arrived at New York ; the air 
Was perfumed by the sweet scented blossoms around, and 
the song of the vocal choristers was heard in the grove 
Welcoming the return of the season, which to one of the 
company was to return no more. This, however, the un- 
fortunate lady did j^ot realize, as she often made the re- 
mark on the journey that if she did not regain her health 
5it New York, she should at Augusta's, at *Mr Bancroft's 
beautiful seat on the Hudson. 

A plain decent looking woman received the travellers, 
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and aided them into the house, saying her master had 
walked out, and would be in soon ; a large and airy a- 
partment had been prepared for the mistress of the man- 
sion, thither ^e was conveyed and placed on a couch, 
while the woman prepared the refreshment of a cup of tea. 
Mr. Holby soon came in, he looked very pale, dispirited 
and somewhat angry, and so singular was his reception 
of his wife, that she could not but enquire the meaning 
of it, and reproach him with not being glad to see her, 
when she had made such exertion to come to him. Her 
husband took fire at the reproach, and hastily and most 
imprudently proceeded to inform her there was cause for 
his anger; that news had arrived to his daughter R. that 
Augusta had had a rupture with her husband, and had 
eloped with a nephew of Mr Bancroft's ; they had long 
been intimate and her liusband had publically repudiated 
her,— ^he was proceeding, but his unfortunate wife had 
fallen back in a fainting fit. 

The whole tmth burst at once upon Adelaide. Tlie 
nephew of Mr Bancroft, whom she well remembered as 
a dependant upon his uncle, and writing in his ofiSce, had 
been seduced by Augusta to deliver up the papers, which 
her hand had delivered to government ; and the discovery 
of such perfidy had compelled them both to fly. * Where 
will this end? thought the afflicted girl ; "^but is it not 
better as it is, than that tlioy should continue to deceive a 
•confiding husband, and hidulgent relatives.* 

Judging that her aunt would feel best that none should 
•witness her feelings but her husband, her niece left the 
rxK)m upon her recovery^ and retreated to her own. Alasi 
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she very soon learned this afQiction was not all. Mrs R. 
the oldest daughter had conducted herself of late with sin- 
gular impropriety. Many of her former acquaintance 
BOW shunned her ; her quarrels with her husband had be- 
oome so frequent and notorious, that the whole city 
were acquainted with them. Her husband had engaged 
in such a course of dissipation for some time past, that it 
Vas supposed his property was involved, beyond the pow- 
er of redemption, though his father had left him an am- 
fie fortune only three years before ; he was now said to 
be intemperate as well as addicted to other vices. The 
two sons of Mr Holbey had conducted very badly ; the 
oldest had recently been expelled from college and was 
now gone off no one knew wither, with a set of professed 
gamblers. 

Such was the present situation of these unfortunate 
children, bom as they were with all the faculties of mind 
and body bestowed upon others, improved hy ^education, 
and introduced early in life into what is called the best 
company, (a phrase by the way of very doubtful import.) 
But alas ! they had been trained by ^parents who consider- 
ed this world as their home, by parents who never looked 
beyond it, never inculcated the precept * Seek fkst the 
kingdom of heaven^nd its righteousness,' but only to seek 
for an advantageous settlement in this world, and now 
they were about to lose bothivorlds. 

It seemed at least to his niece, that Mr. Holby might 
have spared his wife, the whole shocking, particulars of 
the state of liis family, particularly when he saw her in- 
ability to bear it; but no, he followed up the work of death, 



206 ARISTOCRACY. OR 

for such it proved to his afflicted help-mate ; the shock of 
this distracting intelligence was too much for the distress- 
^ mother, she lingered indeed three weeks after her ar- 
rival, but her days were numbered; and miserable wkI 
hopeless were the last hours of the woman of the world 
It was in vain to press eternal things upon her attention. 
The doctrine of repentance she at once discarded, by say- 
ing that, ^ although she had perhaps done wrong in some 
things, yet she had done more to promote her family than 
any one she had ever known, and that she had been suf- 
ficiently punished in the disgrace of her children for a 
whole life of sin, if it had been as long as Methusalah's. 
There was no end to her cavilings. 

Sometimes she would say that ^ the Supreme Being did 
not require the same from all as he had not made all alike. 
If he had made her like her sister Mellville, meek and 
humble minded, why she would have been like her ; but 
he had given her a diflerent set of feelings, and therefore 
expected different things of her. 

The gospel scheme of salvation, hadobjections that she 
could not get over ; and much of the scriptures to her dark 
and benighted mind, appeared unintelligible and contra- 
dictory ; others required further consideration, and while 
«he was taking time to consider of them death came. 
The imperfect walk of professing christians generally, 
buoyed her up for some time, she had never she said ^ seen 
any perfect, and when she did ^e would engage to be- 
come a christian ; but before she beheld the phenomenon 
of perfection in mortal guise her eyes were closed upon 
mortality. 
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parent health and high spirits, ride past, escorted by the 
short thick looking iellow who had disturbed me so much 
on my first visit to her father's, and in an hour after learnt 
that very identical fellow was the person appointed to the 
office refused me. 

In three weeks from that time my Isabella was wedded 
to my rival, but I haj5)ily knew it not, being confined by a 
fever and deprived of reason. When recovered, my broken 
hearted father sought to comfort me. I could not, how- 
ever, be prevailed ^pon to remain in my native country, 
and soon departed for Europe. From that time I have 
devoted my attention to mercantile pursuits, and fortune, 
now that haj^iness has departed forever, seems determin- 
ed to favor me with her gifts. I find I am not a sohtary 
instance of this kind of visitation After the hope and al- 
most capacity for happiness is extinguished, of what con- 
sequence is the acquisition of wealtli to me, I have often 
asked — the grave of disappointment has closed, forever 
closed over my murdered hopes ! 

I ought not to say so, however, since there is one hu- 
man being whom I can succor and protect, and to you, 
my dear Adelafde, I shall now look for all the comfort re- 
maining to .me. Your mother was a most excellent wo- 
man, totally omlikejrour aunt Holbey, whom I never could 
like. My promise »ever to come within the territory of 
the United States again, J can now evade conscientious- 
ly, and should J succ^eed in settling my business to my 
satisfaction, intend to settle down somewhere near New 
York, and take you under my specied protection, that is, if 
you will cojne under it 
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* You may probaUy feel some interest in knowing what 
became of Isabella. She has long since paid the debt of 
nature, after enduring for two or three years the bitter 
scorn of a man who knew she married his office, not him; 
her parents are both dead, and their money gone to a dis- 
tant branch of the family, as Isabella left no children. 

* Poor Helen Brigham ! Alas, she merited a better fate, 
died even before Isabella. She went into a rapid decline, 
and even before I left the country her case was pronounced 
hopeless, and shortly after my departure she died. My 
father sat by her side holding her hand when the last sigh 
escaped her lips, the sigh that wafted her spirit from a 
world unworthy of her, to one where all tears are wiped 
away. He heard her last prayers for one who had over- 
looked her modest excellence in admiration of mere per- 
sonal beauty, a beauty that concealed the greatest turpi- 
tude of heart that can be conceived of. My dear father 
did not long survive my departure, but with the circum- 
stances of his death you are acquainted, and I hasten to 
close this packet of most uru^asonable length. 

* Yours ever affectionately, 

*E. Mellville.* 

* Poor uncle,* sighed Adelaide, folding the letter, and 
again replacing them carefully in the bottom of her trunk, 
* you have had your share of affliction truly ; may Heaven 
vouchsafe me the privilege of making your last days hap- 
pier than the preceding part of your life.* 

It was quite a grief to set down poor Nancy, but even 
our heroine thought there was propriety in it, as whether 
guilty or innocent, no one would willingly be made the 
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intended to stay until the morrow, and she left alone, at a 
considerable distance from any other house, with that 
dreadful man. Once she thought of flying, but then the 
dangers she might encounter on the road would possibly 
be greater than any at home. And then what had she ta 
fly from, woidd not that action betray a consciousness of 
some extraordinary cause for fear 1 Her guardian she 
knew almost, had never suspected her agency in the late 
transactions, aftd should she make such an attempt, would 
not that reveal it ? The result of this mental struggle wa» 
to remain quiet and put her trust in Him who had hitherto 
protected hen. 

The shades of evening were fast drawing round, while 
Mr Holbey himself assisted Adelaide to bring in the lampfr 
and adjust her work-stand, after which placing himself 
beside her, he continued for some time in deep study ; his 
niece felt .her heart beat so that she could have counted 
every pulsation. 

* Adelaide,' said he at last breaking silence, * I wish to 
ask you one question — will you give me a true answer V 

* I will endeavor to,' said Adelaide friintly, *if it is any 
thing I am competent to answer to.' 

* Well, it is this, do you absolutely hate me V 

* Hate you, sir,' said his niece with astonishment, * I 
hope not, I am sure I do not hate any body.' 

* So much the better then,' responded Mr Holbey, * for 
Adelaide, though I am obliged to be very unceremonious^ 
I have something I must acquaint you with immediately, 
don't be shocked at my Wuntness when I tell you you 
must be my wife — ^no looks of horror — I am determined 
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to marry you ; why,' he continued to his terrified auditor, 
* why I hurry matters in this manner I have not time to 
explain now, but with or without your consent you must 
become my wife.* 

* Your wife ! your wife !' said Adelaide, at length rous- 
ed to exertion, and starting from ber seat,' husband of my 
aunt — wait until she is cold in her grave — wait until the 
solemn service of the church which restored dust to dust 
and ashes to ashes has ceased to vibrate in my ears.' 

* Away ! away !' said he, * I know all this — ^but little 
cause had you to be grateful to that aunt — ^you know she 
was a cold hearted and unfeeling woman, and but for me, 
you could not have borne a residence in my family.' 

* True,' said Adelaide, * and whose interest was it to 
keep me in the family 1 Besides, it does not become you 
to 'abuse your departed wife, who had great charity for 
you, and would persist in thinking you innocent.' 

*And who ever thought me guilty I wonder T said Hol- 
bey with a sneer. 

* I for one,' said his niece, inspired with new courage, *I 
thought — still think so.' 

* Oh fudge,' exclaimed he, * those old Jacobins, the 

E 's, have turned your head, and persuaded you 

that all who do not think as they think are enemies to the 
countr)^ — and that infernal persecution at Washington — 
the which if I Uve I will repay them for, has strengthened 
you in the belief — ^but this is nonsense, entire nonsense to 
talk to a woman upon subjects she cannot possibly under* 
stand — ^to know how to love a husband is enough for them 
to know — will you marry me, feir Adelaide V 
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* No — sooner would I lay my head beside her whom 
you have just laid in the earth than consent to such a de- 
testable, execrable connexion.' 

Adelaide in rising had retreated towards the window, 
which opening upon the ground she thought would at the 
worst offer her an escape, as one step upon the flowery 
plat beneath would give her the chance of flight ; the 
window stood open, and Holbey probably dividing her in- 
tention, immediately placed himself between her and the 
window with his back towards it, while secure as he 
thought of hi» victim, went on : 

* Why Adelaide your violence is unavailing, mine you 
must be at all hazards, and within a few hours too; I ex- 
pect a person here who will unite us, and all you have to 
do is to submit with a good grace ; but smooth your brow 
now, and reflect that though I have always loved you, I 
have respected you too much to mention it wliile your 
aunt lived, now I can make you honorably my wife.' 

* There is no honor — there can be none,' said Adelaide 
vehemently, * in being your wife — a traitor to your coun- 
try and your friend — a vile mercenary wretch who has 
embezzled the property of a poor orphan, and now seeks 
to force her to a marriage to conceal his villainy. I am 
not ignorant of your concealment of my uncle's property, 
as well as his very existence from me, but vengeance is^ 
hand, behold judgment stands at your gate, and the 
of those who carried out your wife wait to carry you 
also.' 

Staggered by a discovery so little expected, the 
fled from the lips of Holbey, while he inguiredjj 
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ftearly choaked by contending emotions, ^who had inform^ 
edlierr 

* Tlie letters,' replied Adelaide, * found in your study are 
now mine, they speak for themselves.' 

' The more need of despatch, then, by heaven !' ex- 
claimed he fiercely, * you shall marry me this very night, 
or death shall indeed lay you beside your aunt. I vrould 
to God I had the scoundrel who betrayed me to Grovem- 
ment as securely as I have you that I could despatch you 
both at once,' added the almost frenzied Holbey. 

* The wish then is granted,' said Adelaide, * for that per- 
son is now before you — I betrayed you to Gk)vemment, 
and saved more lives than one I conclude.' 

' Impossible ! impossible I' repeated lie^ * you could not 
have discovered -' 

' But I did make the discover}',' said Adelaide, * and 
found a way to reveal it, by the beacon from th« high win- 
dow of the Capitol.' 

* Then by heaven you shall die !' exclaimed the enraged 
Holbey, about to make a spring, as the report cf a pistd 
in the very next room to that in which they were standing 
arrested his ami, and in the next moment two men seized 
him from behind, pinioned him, and covering his face, 
bore him from the house, and Adelaide felt herself folded 
to the bosom of her long lost uncle, Edward Mellville. 

' My own poor persecuted girl ! my dear niece,' said he, 
your affectionate uncle has at length returned, and in such 
a moment, another might have been fatal to you, but you 
liave deported yourself with the spirit of a heroine, a cour- 
age worthy of the land of heroes that gave you birth-— but 
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I don't know as I ought to praise you, however, for to beard 
the lion in his den was rather a hazardous exploit and the 
odds against you.' 

*That they were, dear imprudent girl,' said Mr Van 
Horn, now tidvancing jand heartily shaking her by the 
hand, * dcwi't you never venture yourself in another such 
encounter ; had we not diverted his aim by the report of 
the pistol you would have now been a corpse, Holbey, 
for some exploit or other, performed in Washington as we 
suppose, goes armed so it appears, the oflScers have even 
now token a du'k from his i)osom and a loaded pistol from 
each pocket.' 

^"But where is the brute V said Adelaide, * surely uncle 
you have not despatched him ; base as he is, I should not 
wish you to be his executioner.' 

* J^o, hang him, he is alive, but you will never' see him 
agam unless it is suspended in mid aii*, no, I only fiied to 
divert him from you while we could secuie him. The 
State Prison will most probably take care of him for four- 
teen years to come unless he prefers a voyage out in a 
isertain vessel now in harbor,' (looking at Mr Van Horn.) 

An hour THOEe saw Adelaide on her way to New York, 
fiafely stowed in the caiTiage with her uncle and good old 
Mr Vdn Horn, and she learned with pleasure that for the 
present tliej were to be tlje guests of that worthy couple. 
6he had hurried the preparations to get out of the house 
of Jier guardian, feeling, as she said, as though there could 
be no safety in that place of horror, and as she now looked 
back upop it, while tlie carriage slowly wound through 
the serpentine path, she wondered how she could have '^ 
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thought it pleasant, a proof to her tliat it was more owing 
to certain associations that a place looked pleasant or 
gloomy, than to the disposition of the landscape. 

* You had better have remained at New York with the 
old woman and me,' said Mr Van Horn, as soon as they 
found themselves upon snaooth ground. ' I suspect you 
have not enjoyed travelling much.' 

She could only express the pleasure it would have 
given her to have remained with that worthy couple. 

* Well,' said the old gentleman, ' have you discharged . 
your conscience by speaking your mind 1 I never knbw a 
woman who could live long without such an opportunity 
now and then.' 

* I have taken ample revenge in that way,' replied she, 
' the monstrous threat of making me his wife would of it- 
self have aroused me to almost any thing, but probably I 
should not have gone so far had I not supposed help was 
at hand and rescue certain ; as I stood facing the open 
window where Holbey had placed himself, I saw ihe two 
carriages come up the avenue, and no longer felt my blood 
freeze with horror as it did in the commencement of our 
dialogue.' 

' I wonder your fears had not suggested they were per- 
sons employed to aid in forcing you into a marriage,' said 
Mr Mellville. 

* Fortunately,' she replied, 'no such thought entered my 
head,' 

' I cannot conceive in what way that was to be accom- 
plished,' said Mr Van Horn. It is incredible that any 
clergyman or civil officer in our country would aid in such. 
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a business ; I wish however we had staid longer to see, 
we might have seized two rogues instead of one.' 

* We should have staid in vain I think,' said the other, 
* he probably meant to have terrified her into a promise, 
and then send for cwie, relying upon her honour to keep 
it/' 

* Such promises,' said the old gentleman, * ought not 
to be considered valid : all oaths to which one is com- 
pelled, I should rather think it sinful to keep than to 
break.' 

in a much shorter time than Adelaide could have imag- 
ined, th€ carriage stopped at the door of Mr Van Horn, 
where a most hearty welcome awaited her from the old 
lady and her little smiling grand-child, who though much 
grown, was not yet ashamed to confess her favorite Ade- 
laide, hanging round her neck, and asking a thousand 
/{uestions of where her dear Miss Mellville had been. 
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CHAPTEU XVII, 

* I do not know 

What kind of my obedience I sb^ld tender, 

More than myself is nothing, nor my prayers, 

Yet prayers and wishes 

Are all I can return.' Henry Vlll 

* By what means dear uncle,' said Adelaide after a few 
day's residence among these hospitable people, * did you 
become acquainted with this family 1 the ones of all the 
world I should have chosen next to yourself to have been 
obliged to. My intention was to have sought them out 
immediately on my coming to the city, and be governed 
by their advice with respect to my destination until ybii 
came. My guardian supposed I was going to procure 
some respectable employment for a support imtil that last 
evening.' 

'Why by very natural means,' returned her uncle, 
* there was not the least romance about it. I mentioned 
to a Dutch family in New Orleans, that I was coming 
here in search of a niece I had not seen for many years. 
That I was advised to come to New York first, as she 
would probably be in that neighbourhood, and expressed 
my fears that in so populous a place it might be difi&cult 
to find her. The gentleman ofiered to give me letters to 
two or three persons who he thought would aid me. I 
liappened to deliver Mr Van Horn's letter first, and learnt 
from him the place of your residence. He had seen Hol- 
rbey since his return, and a.sctTXum'^d ^o\m retreat He wo«; 
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kind enough to accompany me, and I took the precautioii 
of engaging other company too ; two officers of the poUce, 
having a long account to settle with the scoundrel, I 
was warned of your dangerous situation in his family, and 
desired to come to your immediate relief, by a gentleman, 
who came immediately from Washington to New Orleans, 
and arrived there only the day before my departure. He 
was a stranger to me^ and took pains to find me out on 
purpose. He was not he said particularly acquainted 
with you, and that made the favor greater ; he however 
knew several who were, he told me, and heard them ex- 
press much anxiety on your account, and also- that you 
had just learned by accident where I was. Of course I 
coiicluded you had «ever received the provision designed 
for you ; and thought no time was to be lost. I had been 
preparing some time to come on, but should have deferred 
my departure a few days longer had it not been for tlie 
information of this stranger.' 

The heart of our heroine rose to her lips, but for obviousi 
reasoile she was silent, and deeply lost in thought, when 
aroused by the abrupt question of their host — 

* Have you kept up a correspondence with the E 
family, ^ince your residence at Washington V 

'No sir,'-«he answered, with a sigh, * they left off writ- 
ing soon after my removal to that place, and I have never 
heard of them since.^ 

* That is strange indeed,' repUed he, * they are not used 
to forget their friends ; had you not better write and know 
if their letters have miscarried ? There is yoiing Sidney 
.\^dlo returned home a yeax since, \n\V\v \vk^\q\^^L VRj^J^Je^ 
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vastly improved by the way, would like to hear from you 
I dare sav,' witli an arch smile. 

Adelaide excused herself, on the score of delicacy saying 
* Eliza liad once invited her to a residence in her house, 
as soon as she should be married, and had not written 
since.' ^ 

* Then it would certainly "be improper for you to write 
again,' said Mr Mellville, in a very decided tone. 

This was an unusual manner of dispatch with that 
gentleman, who on most occasions was mildness itself, 
and it struck his niece, as a last and fatal barrier, which 

had closed forever between her and the E family. 

It was singular that he should not give himself time to 
reflect upon the possibihty of letters miscarryang, it was 
the only instance she thought of harshitess she had seen 
in him, and in fact Mr Mellville was in Fcality very char- 
itable in his opinions ; eaily disappointments both in the 
object of his love and his ambition, had not soured his 
temper in the least ; except in the case of Holbey he was 
never known to express himself with any thing Uke re- 
sentment. He was a man about fifty years of age, and 
had lived to this age a bachelor, yet were no disagreeable 
peculiarities about him either in his manners or mode of 
tliinking. He was a fine portly figure, with something 
of a florid countenance, and looked certainly ten years 
younger than he really was ; a perfect gentleman in his 
manners to all — there was a suavity, a softness of voice 
and smile of benignity towards those whom he honored 
with his friendship truly enchanting. Of course he knew 
much of the world, was very comrnvmicative and com-* 
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panionable every way ; and as he doated upon his newly 
found favorite, he did not fail to exert himself to render 
her as happy as her presence made him. His fortune 
was ample ; every tiling he had engaged in in the mer- 
cantile way had proved fortunate ; among all the losses 
sustained hy others at that time, he had escaped ; his car- 
goes had always gone and returned in safety, and now 
that he had found his lovely niece, and had closed all 
concerns of business, he felicitated himself with the pros-^ 
pect of spending many happy years in his native country. 

Adelaide who returned the affection of her uncle with 
interest, felt it her duty to strive to promote his happiness 
above all other considerations, and so happy herself, felt 
it would be ungrateful in her to repine at any thing in her 
present situation ; yet a shade of melancholy would sonoe 
times cross her fine face, while reflecting upon the unac- 
countable conduct of Sidney and his sister, who she found 
now resided in Philadelphia ; her heart often yearued to 
embrace her beloved Eliza, and deeply did she regret the 
delicacy of feeling whicli she judged must have prevent- 
ed her being candid with lier ; then theii* intimacy miglu 
have been renewed, but now it was impossible ; ' but 
could Sidney have forgotten her 1 if not why did he not 
find her out ? why had he been in the country a wliole 
year with improved health, and omitted even to acknowl- 
edge her AS an acquaintance V 

Mr Mellville had decided upon settling at New York, 
as he found his niece had contracted a taste for the socie- 
ty there ; the society in fact at their present residence was 
different from what slie had been accustomed to at Hoi- 
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bey's. He had been looking for some weeks for a suitable 
situation, wishing to purchase one, and having an extreme 
aversion to living in a hired house. 

Mr Van Horn came in the morning, rubbing his hands, 
and exhibiting an appearance of unusual satisfaction. He 
informed them that the fine old fashioned mansion bekxig- 

ing to the E family was advertised for sale, and as 

Adelaide xxsed to admire it so much, they had now a 
chance to purchase it. He informed her the E 
family were comparatively poor to what tliey had been, 
Iiaving lost tlie gieater part of their property to pay the 

debts of a person for whom old Mr E — in his life 

time had been surety ; that the house in question had been 
sold soon after her leaving the city, and that the purchaser 
about to remove, had advertised it. That Sidney had retir- 
ed somewhere to a small village where he was Pastor of a 
Church, but where he could not tell. Eliza, he observed, 
was veiy boppily settled, but Sidney must be poor wherev- 
er he was, as he had given up to Eliza the portion willed 
her by her deceased father, and paid the debt out of his 
own. She had but to mention her preference to her in* 
dulgent relative, who went the same day to look at the 
premises ; the person who had advertised it was then out 
of the city, and she thought the few days that intervened 
Jiefore his return an age ; he came, however, and in a few 
days the bargain was struck. Her kind uncle would not 
permit her to visit the house until he had completed a few 
necessary repairs and furnished it, but she entreated noth* 
ing might be altered in the old mansion, and was of course 
gratified. 
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And what were Adelaide's sensations may we suppose, 
when again permitted to enter those doors ? It was im* 
possible to refrain from tears when she came to the room 
where she had for the first time conversed with the vener- 
able Mr E i and for the last with Sidney. Oh, how 

many different scenes had she passed through since that 
period ; what an age of trial had intervened — ^how many 
different faces had she seen — ^how many difierent persona^ 
become acquainted with, but none like them^ In dignity 
of manner, greatness of spirit, strength of intellect and 

commanding appearance, who could rival Mr E ? 

She had never seen any, even the grave and dignified 
Chief Magistrate, the calm and philosophic Mr Jefferson, 
did not in her opinion rival him in appearance. His ven- 
erable figure was still before her imagination, as when in 
this very mom he bade her ferewell upon their retiring in- 
to the country — his look when he stooped to kiss her 
cheek, and bade her 'not forget the father of Sidney and 
Eliza,' 

In the afternoon of the same day tl^t they entered their 
new habitation, their late kind host and wife called in just, 
as they said, to take a cup of tea, and see how Adelaide 
looked ' in her new house at the head of her own table.' 

* Rather,' said she, you wish to see how I appear as my 
uncle's house-keeper, at the head of his table/ 

The two gentlemen looked at each other and smiled* 
After tea her imcle taking a seat by her with a very grave 
look, proceeded to recapitulate the conversation. 

* And now dear Adelaide,' said he, * I have a proposi- 
tion to make to you which you must not object to, which 
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is, to make you in reality the mistress of this mansion—' 
he stopped a moment in visible embarra^nent, while an 
arch smile played about the lips of Mr Van Horn. 

The blood forsook tlie &ce of Adelaide^ a death-like 
paleness overspread her countenance, while gathering all 
the strength she could collect to raise her trembling limbs 
from the sofa, she threw herself at. her uncle's feet, ex- 
claiming, Mou't kill me, don't kill me, dearest uncle ! 
rather leave me poor as the most destitute in the hum- 
blest cottage — poor as you found me than — ^ slie stopped 
overcome with emotion, and covering her face with her 
hands, sobbed aloud. 

* What does this mean T said Mr Mellville, raising her 
forcibly in his arms, and reseating her by liis side, * Ade^ 
laide my dear daughter, my sweet child, are your senses 
w^andering 1 What can aflict you so much in receiving 
such a proof of affection V 

* Stop, stop,' exclaimed Mr Van Horn, laying his hand 
on his shoulder, ^ I'll lay my life she thinks another uncle 
wants to marry her, ha, ha, ha !' 

But the laugh was not joined in by Mr Mellville^ the 
blood rushed to his temples, he dropped the hand of Ade- 
laide, and rising, walked the room in much agitation. It 
was evident his feelings had received a dreadful shock; at 
length he said — 

Why Adelaide could you think me guilty of such mon- 
strous absurdity, besides being your father's brother, to 
wisl\ to impose such an old disagieeable fellow upon you 
for a husband V 
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*0h, there uncle,* said she, *you wrong yourself, you are 
leither old nor disagreeable, and any young lady might 
ove you I should suppose whose heart was not preoccu- 
pied, and who was not as nearly related to you as I am, 
>ut I love you like a daughter.* 

^ That is the way in which I wish you to love me,' he 
replied, *and now to proceed to business. Man is a change- 
ible being, and I am so yovng and so agreeable you know 
[ might take a whim to marry some time or other, and I 
lave been thinking my dear niece to make you indepen- 
ient even of my whims. To secure you beyond the power 
)f any accident of that kind, I have taken the deed of this 
jstate in your name and now present you with it and the 
nil of sale of the furniture which it contains. I wish to 
jee you in the enjo3niient of property while I am living. I 
un not sure even tf I willed all I have to you but the villai- 
ly of manmight find a way to defraud you, but what I 
jive now I am sure you will receive, and I make this pro- 
^sion, that you shall not turn me out doors during good 
)ehavior ; you shall not turn me out unless I should find 
mother help^nate, or you should select one, than which 
lothing could give me more jdeasure, I assure you.* 

We may imagine the expressions of gratitude from his 
xSectionale niece on this occasion, the tears she shed, and 
G^hich it was impossible for her to restrain, were of mingled 
feeling, gratitude for his kindness, and for shame and 
regret at having peuned that good uncle by mistaking his 
meaning. 

But there is iKHhing of trial in this world, however pain- 
ful in its operation, without.a salutary tendency. The 

22 
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extreme distress of Adelaide, and the horror betrayed by 
her at the thought that her uncle loved her too well, had 
a constant effect in regulating the feelings and conduct of 
that gentleman towards her in future life. There was not 
a day in which she did not entwine l^rself more closely 
about his heart. As he became more and more acquaint- 
ed with the graces of her mind, and the perfections of ber 
character unfolded themselves more and more to his ob- 
servation, he became almost iddatrously attached to her. 
Yet there was ever in his attentions to her a delicacy and 
respect mingled with affection truly parental. '!][^he knowl- 
edge of his foilune exaggerated as it was^ though ample, 
by public report, soon drew around him a set of acquaint- 
ance of the most fashionable class, and his niece sunxious to 
please him, consented to mingle again with a world from 
whose friendship she now shrunk with double disgust^*— 
Many of the former acquaintance of the Holbey's who 
had casually seen her there, but never included her in their 
invitations, now pressed forward and were clamorous in 
their friendship. From such she could not but revolt at 
association, but as it was one of her uncle's gratifications 
to display his lovely niece, she consented to be exhibited, 
(perhaps we may term it,) for his pleasure, yet though he 
insisted upon her presence in all his amusements, he could 
not but observe with admiration how little the glare of life 
pleased her, and how infinitely above the contaminating 
power of prosperity she proved herself. The splendors of 
high life had little allurement for her, and at tuooes his^ 
C'Onscience almost repro€u:hed him for subjecting her to a 
coui'se of dissipation which at the end of six months be 
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tmagitied had seriously afiected both her health and spir* 
its. She always spoke to her uncle with frankness and 
candor of whatever she thought would give him pleasure, 
)f the scenes she frequented, and the subjects of reflection 
:hat interested her feelings, save one, one only, and over 
:he disingenuousness of this she blushed in secret. 

■■* Ooe only passion — but one iamo. 
That tinged her virgin cheek with shame. 
Oh need I tell that passion's name?' 

More than six years had elapsed since Adelaide had 
seen this first and only object of her afiection, yet the im- 
3resiAori he had made was vivid as ever. She could have 
no hope of ever seeing him again, not at least as a lover, 
in fact he hcul never been confessedly such. Of what 
:ould she accuse him then ? Certainly not of professing 
io love her in any other way than as a friend and brother; 
ivas it not then ridiculous to give way to such feelings ?— • 
To dwell thus upon his image ? To let this operate as a 
carrier between her and every respectable connection T— - 
Her kind uncle averred it to be the first wish of his heart 
lo see her happily married ; he had an idea, (and not a 
irery erroneous one,) that an oW maid was the most for- 
lorn of the human 4q)ecie& * With or without property,' 
lie would say, ' she is the subject of continual imposition, 
)f insolent pity and indecent raillery. There is but one 
lurnan creature more desolate, and that I am not afraid of 
seeing my Adelaide, a deserted wife* 

But how could she forget the amiable and heavenly 
minded Sidney on the very spot where she had been ac- 
s^ustomed to contemplate his perfections. Now indeed she 
elt the imprudence of wishing to reside where every thing 
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would remind her of what it would be better to forget.— 
There was not a walk in the garden, a single comer in the 
houie where she did not daily see him in imagination. In 
those moments the world and its new found pleasures loet 
their power to cliarm ; her elegant mansion, her comfort- 
siblc and even splendid establishment, her kind uncle, and 
wide circle of admiring friend^ all, all vanished ; a deadly 
sickness of the heart came over her, the canker of regrei, 
of vain regret blighted every joy. 

While exercised with other and great trials her natural 
strength of mind had been culled into action, all her pow- 
ers had been taxed to meet the exigencies of her situation; 
in fact the perplexities in wluch she had been involved 
while they lasted, had been salutary ; they had prevented 
the indulgence of a morbid sensibility which was consum- 
ing her. While slie was necessarily exercised with ollicr, 
though not keener feelings, than those which she now in- 
dulged, she had easily refrained from these, but now they 
would hourly intrude ; she would return from amuse- 
ments where she had bcea the delight of every eye, and 
the joy of every breast, and throwing herself on tiie sofa, 
give way to feelings of the most perfect wretchedness. 

Tiiere were two reasons, probably, of Adelaide's unhap- 
piness, and one doubtless was, that she was living a life of 
pleasure, of constant amusement, and reason and con- 
science must have continually reminded her that it ill as- 
sorted with her high professions. Not that religion requires 
of us to be hermits, to bury ourselves alive, secluded from 
all society, but there is an inconsistency real and appareiit 
in a Christian devoting himself to the amusements of 
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ligh life, and constantly enduring and sharing in all the 
die frivolities of fashionable dissipation. Besides that, 
here is no surer way to bring our religion into contempt, 
lince our gay and worldly friends will be the first to con« 
lemn us, and ridicule our pretensions to piety. The Gos- 
pel itself teUs us that ' the friendship of the world is ernni- 
y to Grod.^ Either this has a great deal ofmeanmg, or it has 
lone, and who will dare to say tlie latter 1 But let any 
»ne try the friendship of the world for a sufficient season, 
md the result of that experiment will be a better commen- 
ary oh the text dian any that can be written. Adelaide 
bund it so ; her perceptions of pleasures more spiritual and 
efiaed gradually lost their force, while the enjoyment of 
,hings present did not compensate her loss ; and beside 
hat, a Ufe of indolent pleasure and inactivity was entirely 
msuited to her genius as well as to her professions, it had 
mother unhappy tendency. 

Of all the misfortunes that can befal a person who has 
)laced their affections unfortunately, a life of ease and 
eisure is the greatest. Employment is as necessary it is 
igreed by all, for the health of mind as of body. The 
lisappointment of Adelaide was one that almost all are 
loomed to suffer; among the vast number of persons con- 
lected by the marriage tie, there is probably not one to 
ifty that marries the object of their first choice, (to say 
lothing of those who never marry.) What would be the 
vretchedness of such a large proportion of the human 
amily if they had nothing to do but sit down and reflect 
ipon their disappointments 1 Providence has wisely or- 
lered it that but little time is given to do so, and in addi* 

22* 
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tion to Uiifly that one trial shall succeed another in such 
rapid succession through our mortal existence, as that our 
sorrows as well as our joys shall have constant variety.— 
Adelaide had now no engrossing employment, and this 
cause of sorrow continually dwelt upon, began to under- 
mine her health. 

Too delicate to pry into what she chose not to reveal, 
lier indulgent uncle had forebome to question her, though 
he liad for some time discovered she had some secret cause 
of uneasiness ; he at length ventured to mention liis sus- 
(Hcions to Mr Van Horn, and received from that gentle- 
man so much light on the subject, as caused him to regret 
ever having purchased the house, and (}etermined liim up- 
on a plan he had been for some time meditating, of jour- 
neying most of the ensuing summer, and he anxiously 
awaited ibr the return of spring to put his design in exe- 
cution. 

We must now look back to Holbey for a few moments. 
He had preferred going in a vessel bound to New Orleans 
to being made a public example of, to avoid which he not 
only consented to secUide himself forever from the world 
on a small plantation of Mr Mellville's in that neighbor- 
hood, but also to sign a paper acknowledging his baseness 
and dishonesty towards that gentleman, and makbig over 
all the property he possessed of every name and nature ; 
lifter possessing himself of this, Mr Mellville caused him to 
make out a list of his just debts, which when ascertained 
amounted to more than the firoperty ; it was a circmn- 
4Btance of amazement to that gentleman, knowing the 
fimds he had received from him for so many years, but 
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he fact was now accounted for by dJEtcovering he had' 
ately acquired a taste ibr gambling. Upon mentioning 
his circumstance to Adelaide^ she rather hastily exclaim- 
jd— 

^ Then bankruptcy has made moie traitors than Bene- 
lict Arnold.' 

* Oh no,' said her uncle, ^ his trea^^on to me, which I 
iuppose you must allude to, commenced before this un- 
ucky jMTopensity.' 

The winter of 1808 passed with Utile variation in the 
ife of our heroine. Of all the guests that frequented their 
lospitable mansion, there was few whose society afforded 
my real pleasure except the Van Horn's, and the old gen- 
leman, though usually good-natured, and occasionally 
ocose, had of late become somewhat gloomy, the cause 
le protested was his fears of Holbey ; that it was impress- 
ed upon his mind he would sometime return to take rc- 
irenge upon the cause of his banishment. Mr Mellville 
-idiculed these fears, saying * he would be perfectly safe at 
New Orleans, that the overseer on his plantation was a 
Lrust-worthy man, and would look to him, and that the 
captain who carried him out had been apprised of his real 
i^haracter, and engaged to watch his movements on the 
iroyage.' 

Adelaide was silent — ^she knew she had more cause to 
fear him than any one, but she forebore to speak on that 
subject. 

* The only reason,' said Mr Van Horn, * that I did not 
plead with you to let him pass the next fourteen years in 
the State Prison, was the service he once rendered me in 



950 ARISTOCRACY, OR 

rescuing my dear little grand-child ; that action, the only 
good one I ever knew him perform, has sealed my lips of- ^ 
ten. I have always considered him a dangerous fellow, 
and I pray heaven he may never get back to convince you 
that he is such, if he should, you would see it.' 

Spring at length returned, but not with it the bloom of 
Adelaide ; she had faded perceptibly during the past win- 
ter, and her affectionate relative resolved to take her up to 
the Lakes as soon as the weather was sufficiently settled ; 
it was not deemed advisable until the month of May, and 
a day or two previous to their setting out, Mr Mellville re- 
ceived letters from a family belonging to New Orleans, 
returnmg from the eastern States where they had passed 
the winter. They were now on a journey to the Lakes, 
and entreated Mr Mellville to meet them at Albany on 
such a day, as they should only stop there two days^ and 
it would probably be their only chance of seeing him. — 
Preparations were accordingly made to hasten the day of 
their departure in order not only to give them the meeting 
but have their company on the journey ; but when the 
day arrived, it was drizzly an unpleasant, so much so that 
Mr Mellville thought it not prudent to take his niece on 
the water, and proposed to go on to Albany and prevail 
upon his friends to await her arrival, and she, attended by 
a faithful domestic, should follow the first fair day. She 
-smiled at his fears of her taking cold, but readily consented 
to the arrangement, and he departed. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



* Myaterioas are His ways, whose power 
Brings forth that unexpected hoar.' 



The day succeeding the storm was a delightful one, 
and Adelaide as she stepped on board felt her spirits re- 
vive. The animation of the scene, and the life and activ- 
ity around her had a most exhilarating effect. The stag- 
nation in commerce was scarcely noticetl here where the 
constant employment of inland navigation afforded busi- 
ness to so many. Again she was enchanted by tlie beau- 
tiful scenery of the Hudson, and the lofty highlands with 
their rugged and precipitous sides attracted her delighted 
eyes ; hour after hour she continued to gaze with delight 
on the landscape ; her thoughts reverted back to other 
times, to the season when she had first taken this dehght- 
ful sail, to the party who accompanied her, and she shud- 
dered when she reflected on the probable fate of some of 
them. Of Mr Bancroft she had often thought, and won- 
dering, thought what could be the reason he had not 
sought her out ? He certainly could not accuse her, his 
blighted happiness was not owing to her ; no, it might 
have hastened the discovery of his dishonor, but the devel- 
opment at Washington was not the caase of it, why then 
should he shun her 1 From him her thoughts naturally 
reverted to the miserable though guilty Ajugusta, and she 
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fervently wished she might sometime come across her and 
rescue her from a life of infamy. Her aimt, her poor lost 
aunt, too, was present to her thoughts, and Emeline, the 

unfortunate Mrs R ^ whose attempts at intimacy 

since her good fortune, she had felt herself obligied to dis- 
courage, on account of her character and conduct which 
had become notoriously bad, that lady having now given 
herself up to a course of intemperance, and formally sepa- 
rated hervelf from her husband, mournful were her reflec- 
tions upon the state of this ruined family, and when she 
reflected upon the involuntary part she liad herself in their 
final ruin, though no self-reproach was mingled with the 
reflection, it certainly gave her pain ; the landscape had 
ceased to charm, and fatigued and dispuited, she retired 
to the little pavillion, which happening to be unoccupied, 
she entered. 

The sun was now setting, and his last beams rested 
upon the lofty summits of the neighboring hills, * How 
beautiful the scene,' she^xclaimed, and again her spirits 
sank, witliout any visible cause ; a deep melancholy stole 
over her senses, and leaning on the window she exclaim- 
ed, * beautiful, but what is the world to me !* The excla- 
mation was followed by a sigh so deep, so profound, tliat 
it must have convinced every one who heard it that some 
-deep mental malady afflicted the person from whom it es- 
caped. Overpowered by a sensation, she could not resist, 
she dropped her face on her arm and shut })er eyes on the 
scene. Suddenly she felt her hand pressed in that of an- 
other, and looking up with asonishment, recognized Sid- 
ney E standing by her side. 
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The jcolor fled from her cheek and it was with the ut- 
most diJKculty she could keep irom fainting. Sidney was 
collected ; he had been watching her for some time. 

* If the world is nothing to you, dear Miss Mellville — 
is that your name V ^ Adelaide bowed ; * If the world has 
lost its power to charm^V continued he, ^ can the minister 
of Christ say any thing to console you 1 Is tliere nothing 
held out to the afflicted that is more than a compensation 
for earthly privation V 

Again she was silent, and it seemed to her as though 
the world could not have compelled her to speak, so deep, 
80 overwhelming were her emotions, that speech was de« 
nied her. Perceiving her agitation, he added — 

* Though not permitted to address you as a friend or 
acquaintance, you must be altered indeed if as a minister 
of the gospel I may not.' It was then that collecting all 
her strength, she succeeded in answering him — 

^Not permitted to address me sis a friend ! what does 
that mean? 

* Merely that you gave up our acquaintance — ^volunta- 
rily renounced our friendship. I mean not, however, to 
reproach you ; you doubtless knew the propriety of your 
motives.' 

* What can it mean T again repeated Adelaide, * have I 
not always been grateful for your friendship and that of 
your dc^ sister ? 

* I will not say,' he returned, folding his arms on his 
Inreast and looking stedfastly at her, ^ I will not say that 
you have beea ungrateful, because the obligation of the 
acquaintance was all on our side ; you had nothing to be 
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grateful for ; but you certainly disclaimed our acquaint- 
ance in youi* last letter from Washington.' 

^Amazing !' exclaimed Adelaide, * I never wrote your 
sister from Washington but twice, and then in the most 
affectionate manner. It was she who gave me up, as I 
supposed at the wish of her husband.' ' 

* How could that be,' said he, *when he too wrote in the 
most friendly terms, requesting you to come to them, and 
even offering to come to Wasliington after you.' 

* I never received any such letter,' said Adelaide. 

* Never — ^why you answered it, and such an answer — ' 
a sigli that seemed almost to rend his bosom, prevented 
the finishing of the sentence. 

* I never received any such letter and therefore never 
could have answered it. Oh, what tortures have I not 
endured at the thought that I was forgotten by — ^by Eli- 
za,' she added, deeply blushing. 

*And who,' said Sidney, with new animation, * who 
could have contrived such a fraud V 

* Some being past feeling,' she replied, teust have im- 
posed upon us all; Holbey, I fear ; he often boasted that 
he could write my hand.' 

* I was told,' said he, * he was a very great villain, and 
always feared as much ; but Adelaide, you have relieved 
me of most painful feelings ; and will you tell me, too, 
that you love us as well as ever V and he took her trem- 
bUng hand in his. 

* Certainly, I have never ceased to love you all,* said 
she, unconscious of the extent of the confession she was 
making, though she was soon made sensible of it. 
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*But where are you going now dear Adelaide T he ask- 
ed, seating himself beside her and forcibly detaining the 
feir hand, which she was making a fiaint eiibrt to with- 
draw. * The Holbey's are all broken up I hear ; the 
daughters too^ I rejoice you are not with any of that fam- 
ily^ He himself I understand has gone to the south, af- 
ter making over his prc^rty to some person be had de- 
frauded ; I did not learn who.' 

^It is true, it is all true,' said she, 'and I am going to 
another relative now, a relation of my father's.' 

< But why dearest Adelaide, do not I entreat, put your- 
self under the care of any nuHre relatives I ^ 

* This,' said she with quickness^ * is my father's brother, 
and a most excellent man ; I have been in his family al- 
most a year, and I am now going to meet him in AttMu- 
ny.' 

' StiU let me entreat you,' said Sidney, <to trust no 
more relations. O Adelaide ! there was a time wheM I 
hoped in case my life was spared, to be aUe to ofier a dif- 
Hsrent home from what I now can, even in that dear 
house you admired so much» But now I can only ask 
you to riiare an humUe parsonage, in a retired country 
village. Yet if Adelaide is what she once was, I think 
she might be happy even there. I have saved but little 
from the wreck of our property, but have sufficient for the 
comfiirts of Ufe ; riioidd a follower of Him who had not 
even this, desire more f 

*No sorely not,' said she with quickness * but 

^ But what, dear Adelaide say.' 

23 
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* Why, I was only going to say, that I — I should think 
a companion would be a great incumbrance.* 

* By no means, my health will never be robust, and on 
every account I need a companion ; I am told my father 
regreted extremely he had not prevailed on you to unite 
jrour fiite with mine previous to my going abroad ; good 
old man he thought of it too late, and I have lost seven 
years of happiness.' 

^ Why you forget,' said Adelaide deeply blushing, < that 
perhaps I should not have consented.' 

* Tou appeared so compassionate,' said Sidney, archly, 
^ that I think you would from pity.' 

^ No not from pity,' she replied. 

^ Not, what then 1 say love, only say you loved me then 
well enough to have travelled the world with me. O Ad- 
elaide, you cannot imagine the self denial I was obliged to 
practice on that occasion. I never expected tosee youagain 
alive, and it would have been unpard(»iable selfishness to 
have bespoke your affections for a dying maiL Yet since, 
when I perused that letter, where you were made to say, 
^ you had formed new coimexions and thought it proper 
to dissolve old ones,' how did I regret I had not even then 
secured you.' 

^That vile forgery has made us both suflferers^' said the 
softened Adelaide, ^ I will not dissemUe with you dear 
Sidney, I believe I have suffered as much as you Iran the 
deception ; yet I can see it has been so ordered by Provi- 
dence. My Ck>d has required other and more important 
services from me, and more painful ones too^' she added, 
smiling through her tears, ^ than to have been in atten* 
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dance on a beloved object. I have a tale to tell you which 
almost exceeds belief, but which must be told, and perhaps 
you may not exactly approve of my conduct through the 
whole course of a scene of trial to which woman I believe 
has seldom been called. Yet I can truly bless Him who, 
notwithstanding my own sufferings, has made me the in*' 
strument of good toothers, and n^re deserving.' 

^ Any thing you can bless God for, I shall notdisapprove 
— ^who did you stay with in New York V 

' Part of the time with the relation I have mentioned, 
and part of the time at Mr Van Hom'& Sidney you re- 
member that good couple.' 

* Yes certainly, most excellent persons they are.' 

* Sidney do you know who lives at your dd place V 

^ No I do not, except that I heard it casually mentioned 
that a rich nabob had lately purchased it and given it to 
his niece, a very fashionable lady.' 

' Fai^ihionable indeed !' repeated Adelaide. 

* Have you ever been tlvere V he asked 

*• Yes, I know the people who live there, and I have wept 
in every room in the bouse for fear I should never see any 
of its former beloved inmates again.' 

'My own dear Adelaide !' he exclaimed, 'let us never 
part again. Oh how delighted Eliza would be to see us to- 
gether ; do you know that notwithstanding your supposed 
renunciation of her friendship, she has named her little 
girl after youl Adelaide Mellville.' 

'Indeed, then she still loves me, loved me even when 
0be thought me ungrateful.' 
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^ She never thought so^ she always feared you had been 
betrayed into some connection in which your heart had no 
share, and that prudence influenced you in renouncing us. 
What a villain that man must have been— 4he letters of 
Eliza were directed to his care. My heart Ueeds for what 
you must have suffered in his family.' 

^ I believe after all I was not the greatest sufferer by 
them. Sidney did you know Mr Bancroft T 

•* Yes, a most excellent man, but lie is actually fortunate, 
he has got rid of a wife he despised, and is likely soon to 
marry a most amiable woman who was the object of his 
youthful affection, his first choice ; the adventures of those 
two lovers would make a figure in romance, but they are 
likely soon to terminate in matrimony.' 

* Well, I most sincerely rejoice ; I have understood he 
had procured a legal separation from Augusta— ^nd poor 
Mrs R ,' 

* No better than her sister — but Adelaide you must see 
Mr Bancroft, he lives at no great distance, and is frequent^ 
ly one of my bearers ; tlie farther mountain visible from 
his hoiJbie hides my little secluded Parish. Oh, Adelaide 
what schemes of felicity my imagination is busy in plan* 
ning. If you are only humble minded we can realize them 
all ; once more let me entreat you not to put yourself un- 
der the care of any more relations, but give me a legal 
right to protect you upon your arrival at Albany.' 

' That I caimot do without the consent of my uncle. I 
must refer }'ou to him, with the full assurance he will not 
withhold any thing necessary to my happiness.' 
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The idea of another uncle was infinitely disagreeable to 
Sidney, whose mind constantly reverted to Mr Holbey, 
though pdliteness obliged him to acquiesce without re- 
mark ; and when on the succeeding day the passage- 
boat neared the city of Albany, his feelings of disgust to- 
wards that unknown relative continued to strengthen, not- 
withstanding all his efS)rts to suppress them. As the boat 
drew up to the wharf, and people in search of friends or 
freight began to pour in, Sidney was accosted by an old 
and venerable friend of his father's, who was leaning on the 
arm of a stranger of most prepossessing appearance. As 
his eye glanced upon the handsome person of the stranger, 
it struck him that his fieice resembled some one whom he 
had seen, but he could not distinctly recollect at the time; 
the association was an agreeable one, and immediately 
secured his esteem for the unknown. His friend introduced 
him in the crowd, but he did not distinguish the name, 
and had no time to inquire, as the old gentleman seizing * 
his arm, dragged him forward to the ladies' cabin. 

The exclamation of joy from Adelaide, as she sprung 
forward to receive the paternal kiss of her uncle, at once 
convinced him, and his satisfaction at finding himself so 
agreeably mistaken, may be imagined. She now turned 
round to introduce. Sidney in form, while the de^ bli^hes 
that chased each other over her &ice, too plainly uAd the 
interest she felt in the person she was presenting. Mr 
Mellville saluted Sidney very cordially, but what was very 
uncommon with him, and certainly not consistent witl 
his habitual politeness, he was silent a full minute afte^ 
during which he surveyed the graceful young Clergymal 
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wiih a most scrutinizing glance ; appearing satisfied with 
his examination, his usual smile quickly returned, and he 
addressed him with much politeness as they walked out to 
the wharf, where lie handed his niece to liis friend's car* 
riage ; here Sidney bade them ^ good morning,' but the 
old gendeman seizing his arm, exclaimed, ^ you don't get 
rid of us so easy, come, you have waited upon Miss Mell* 
villve up the River, ami I shall not separate you now.' 

^ I was so happy as to meet Miss Mellville accidentally 
in the boat,' said Sidney coloring. 

' Well, well, you shall not be so happy in parting, for I 
will not permit the son of my old friend to stay in town at 
lodgings if I know it. I have just sent your baggage along 
with the others to my house, so in, in.' Thus pressed, 
Sidney was obliged to ascend the carriage, not much K> 
liis regret as wx may believe, or to Adelaide's either, who, 
however, felt herself in rather an awkward 49ituation. 

The family from New Orleans^ consisting of a gentle- 
man, wife and two sisters, were going with Mr Mellville 
the next day to see the Catskill mountains, whither Sidney 
accompanied them, and it was while rambling in that de- 
lightful scenery, that Adelaide recounted to him her sin- 
gular adventures since their last meeting in New York, 
and her uncle's story, except the circumstance of purchas- 
ing his father's house, tliis she purposely sufqpressed.— 
There was but one thing he blamed her for, and that was 
her temerity in talking to Holbey in the manner she did 
at their lost interview. lie called it 'madness, im|vudence 
and unnecessary exposure,' and expressed his fears that 
i^me natnc upon that JJsl might hereafter seek revenge^ 
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«V6D if Hdbey were fiuriy out of the way, * which I am,' 
mid be» ^ by no means satisfied ol' 

. * Oh, as to that, weroay be assured of his safety I think, 
my uncle^ who ims disposed <^ him, is certain he will nev- 
er attempt to oome heve again, and would not succeed if 
lie should.' 

Sidn^jT losked incredulous, but unwilling to damp the 
l^easure of his sweet companion, dropped the subject. 

One difficult task was yet to be undertaken, and that 
was to obtain the consent of the wealthy Mr Mellville to 
address the reputed heiress of his fortune. Sidney had 
BOfW many fears tliat he would be unwilliz^to bestow her 
npoa ma indigent clergyman, with little prospect, and poor 
health. The case was not however as difficult as he sup- 
posed, Mr Mellvilk was a singularly dismterested person 
and sincerely desirous of the happiness of his niece. He 
widied to see her married, and profemed seeing her hap- 
pily married rather than eplendidly ; besides^ he fully ap- 
preciated the talents, the elegant maimers and r^ned 
nodod of ^dney^ as well as the {mrity and stedfastness of 
his prindide^ and rightly judged that she would be fkc 
happier with hm than with an or-dkuKry man of splendid 
fortune. He thevefiwe unhesitatingly gave his ouasent, 
saying at the frame time, *hut I do not know how to part 
with her my yom^ friend ; I cannot vefuse my consent to 
her happness, whkh I have no doubt would be promoted 
by such a union, I have no right to withhold it, but how 
jcan I part with her who has become almost a part of my 
existence 1 I am growing old and need a daughter-— who 
CAB su{iply to me the place of Adelaide f 
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^ Why not take up your abode with us then T said Sid« 
ncy, ^ she can be a daughter and wife at the same time, 
besides, in me you could find a son too ; I hope we might 
both be able to contribute something to your happiness.' 

^ Well upon those conditions I tliink I will let you have 
her,' returned the uncle smiling ; ^you shall pass part of 
the year with me in town, and I will pass the other part 
with you in the country ; at all events we will be togeth- 
er.' 

Sidney expressed the pleasure it would give him to have 
the addition of Mr Mellville's company, and it was settled 
they should all go together to the Lakes, and then return 
to New York, where Sidney was to receive the hand of 
Adelaide, when they proposed to visit Eliza at Philadel- 
phia, and be the first to apprise her of their marriage. All 
this time Sidney was unacquainted with their place of 
abode in the city, Mr Mellville having kept it concealed 
at his niece's request, though he came very near revealing 
it several times in the exuberance t)f his joy. Sidney had 
to detain them a day or two later at Albany while he pro- 
vided for his pulpit in his absence. In the mean time Ad- 
elaide was agreeably surprised by a visit fcom Mr Ban* 
croft His delight at meeting Adelaide was such as might 
have been attributed to a warmer sentiment than friendp 
ship^ had not the situation of the parties precluded such a 
supposition. Sidney who had rode down to his parish, 
had stopped to inform him of her vicinity. She was de- 
Ughted to see him, and especially as he was aUe to ac« 
count for his seeming neglect to her entire satisfaction.-^ 
In a conversation apart he reverted to the trial he had been 
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jected to ia the treacheiy of Augusta, with more corn- 
are thao Adelaide could have believed poasiUe in one 
118 fine feelings. 

And you, Adelaide,^ said he, * was the peison appoint- 
br my deliverance. I have heard how eloquently you 
id my cause at a certain place, and how successfully 
Had it not been for that I must have been ruinedin 
•estimation of one whose esteem I should more regret 
ose than his &vor,' 

i cooid do no Ies8^' she replied, ^ after having ignorant- 
ied»yed you into the difficulty to help you out of it, but 
1 1 not been fully ^satisfied of your integrity, you might 
'6 stood your chance with the rest of them.' 
kod who were the others implicated, whose names were 
that Last, can you recollect V^ 

I never saw them,' said Adelaide, * and I imagine the 
'ei remains in the breast of the President.' 
Why Adelaide 1' he exclaimed, ^any other woman 
lid have stopped to read it, if ten thousand lives had 
Q at stake.' 

Thank you for the compliment paid to our sex ; I dif- 
much in ofMnion with you there ; I believe there are 
yy who would have acted as I did in that respect, and 
) are capaUe moch mone than the generality of men of 
ping a secret. I believe theie is little they conceal ex- 
t their own individual sins.' 

Oh, your memory &ils my lair friend. Think of the 
9enic Institutions— think what immense numbers are 
litted, and how many ages has passed over, and all 
ept the * 9cm of Kghf are as much in the dark as ever/ 
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* As to the len^ of time since its establishment, I 1^ 
know nothing, but I donH believe they can hold outforer- j^ 
er ; if there is any thing to develope it will come out some I 
time,' said Adelaide, laughing. 

^ Never, never,' he exclaimed, * unless some wcnnan 
should get into the Lodge — ^but we are wandering from 
the subject — ^that List, of which I barely know there was 
such a one, was never, I presume, revealed, certainly not 
to the public. Most nobly has he acted whose life it may 
well be supposed was the object of the plot. There is a 
mystery about it all which will never be fathomed in this 
world, never until ' 

* Until,' said Sidney, who had returned and just entered 
the room, * until we meet in that world where the merc^ 
ihalljind mercy,'* 

* I regret,' said Mr Bancroft rising, * I must now leave 
you, but Adelaide we must not part thus, I must have the 
pleasiu-c of introducing you to a woman whom you cannot 
help lovu)g ; it is that one whom I once told you you so 
much resembled. My house is now no place to hivite a 
lady to, but if you will stop on your return, we shall have 
a hostess to entertain you.' 

* That is not convenient at present,' said her uncle, an- 
swering for her, * but we think of residing in your neigh- 
borhood before long, and will then visit you with plea- 
sure.' 

* Ah, you are going to purchase an estate near us then V 
asked Mr Bancroft. 

^ Not I, but my niece here is, it happens to be personal 
property though/ looking significantly from his niece to 
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}idney, whose cheek positively reflected the glow from 
lers. 

* Ah !' exclaimed Bancroft, * how could I be stupid, my 
'riend I give you joy of your good fortune, (shaking Sid- 
!iey warmly by the hand,) I shall certainly belong to your 
Parish now:' 

* He really seems in better spirits now,' said Adelaide, 
Bkfter his departure, * than when I last saw him, better 
than on the day he was married.' 

^I have no doubt of that,' said Mr Mellville, * there is a 
something within us that gives warning when we are 
treading dangerous ground, resist it who may.' 

The ride westward was delightful, and Adelaide as well 
as the party generally seemed to enjoy it much, but Sid- 
ney from some cause or other, probably because he had 
leen the Lakes before, betrayed considerable impatience 
to return ; this, together with the desire Mr Mellville had 
to see the wedding, never, as he said, having seen a re^ 
lation married, contributed to hasten their return. They 
parted with their company on their return, who pursued 
their way back to Boston, from whence they were to em- 
bark for New Orleans ; though a very pleasant set of traV- 
eUing companions, Sidney was far from regretting their 
departure, as the ladies', incessant talkers, took up so much 
»f Adelaide's attention, that he had but little chance of 
engrossing it himself. On the morning of the fourth day 
gifiter parting with them they arrived at New York. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



* ThttB far our forUme keepi an upward eomty 
Amd wa are ipraead with wreatha of Tietory ; 
Bot in the midit of thii bricht shining daj, 
I i^j a black, niapieioai, tmataniBg doiid.' 



Many significant glances passed between the uncle and 
niece, as they approached the city, not observed by Sid- 
ney, whose mind was intent upon other things. He could 
not avoid the melancholy ^reflection, that once he had a 
home there worthy of the lovely mistress who could now 
have presided at it, and that it was no longer his ; that 
hallowed home was now the property of stran geni b ut 
what would he not give even for a view of its interior 1 

Adelaide had contrived to place the ftuniture in the 
same maimer it used to stand in, and studied to make it 
look OS much like what it formerly was as possible ; and 
except that it was more modem, she knew it must look 
perfectly natural to Sidney, who all at once aiooMd from 
reverie, looked up in amazement at the nuniber of streets 
they had passed through, (for they had contrived it on 
purpose to reach their dwelling by a eireuilouB route.) 

^ Why what part of the city do you reside inl we cer- 
tainly have come a great way since we entered it' 

* Not far from where you used to live,' returned Adc* 
laide. Sidney sighed deeply. 
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* Local attachments are very hard to overcome,' obeer- 
ved Mr Mellville, * but I have to stop at your old place of 
abode, as my niece tells me it is, and if it will be any plea- 
sure to you to see it once more, you can alight with me.' 

Sidney thanked him, but declined entering, as the pre- 
sent owners were strangers to him. The carriage now 
drew up, and Mr Mellville hurried in to prevent the ser- 
vants coming out, and giving them some instructions, re- 
turned to the carriage door, saying — 

^ The people here are so anxious to see you, niece, that 

you must alight a few moments ; Mr E you will 

assist her,' and he hurried back again. 

^Come,' said Adelaide, giving her hand to Sidney as he 
helped her to alight, * never mind, you will have a chance 
to see the dd place;' and Sidney, drawing her arm through 
his, proceeded through the great entrance towards the 
sitting room, where they had formerly spent so many hap- 
py hours. The thought that this house belonged to Ade- 
, laide had never once entered his mind ; he had always 
avoided saying any thing respecting it, when any of bis 
friends from the city were present, merely because it gave 
him pain to think of it ^ and to that circumstance it was 
owing that he was ignorant who the present owner was. 
His mind was so entirely engro^sed by painful reflection, 
that he did not notice, upon leading her to the sitting 
room, that no single human being appeared to welcome 
ihem, while he made the remark — 

^ These people must have a singular taste for antiquity; 
I am not displeased that it has fallen into hands who 
keep it in such a state of preservation. The old annofial 
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bearings of our house, over the gate, so entirely out of 
faahioDy and indeed out of {dace now, have been suffered 
to remain, and even retouched ; and see,' said he to Ade- 
laide, as he led her to a chair, Hhe landscape over the 
mantel-piece is still here/ 

^And now,' said Adelaide,. * if you have looked enough, 
permit me, Sidney, (extending her hand,) to welcome you 
to -my house, who have so often welcomed me to yours*/ 

• Mr Mellville, the relator of this scene, had the polite- 
ness to take himself out of hearing just at this time, so 
that we cannot tell what was said in reply, nor what turn 
the conversation took just then, but he gave it as his opin- 
ion to Mr ¥an Horn, that there must have been some ve- 
ry foolish talk, as he did not return until nearly half an 
hour had elapsed, and the traces of tears were still visible 
on the cheeks of both the parties ; but as he begged them 

* not to be childish, they behaved with tolerable decency 
after he came into the room/ 

With what delight Adelaide displayed each well known 
apartment of the house to Sidney may well be conceived. 
The garden too, where they had formerly enjoyed so much 
of each others society, was still an object of interest; each 
plant had been restored to its former situation, and every 
vine taught to clasp its old companion. The little arbor 
so neat and trim, though like the house it had received 
many improvements, still retained sufScient traces of its 
fonner looks. 

Surely, dear Adelaide,' said Sidney, *if I were in the 
'least doubtful of your affection for me, here would be evi- 
dence I could not dispute.' 
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While seated at their evening repast, Sidney expressed 
a wish tv> have Eliza the partaker of his hafqpinese. * I 
cannot approve our former frfan, he said, with respect to 
my sister, or think we ought to put it into execution ; it 
would give her so nmch pleasure to be of our party, and 
see us together in this dear cid mansion. If Mr and Miss 
Mellville will extend their faoqiitality 4o her and her hus* 
band, I should delight to see them bene, and have their 
presence on a certain occasion to which I am loc^nglfor- 
ward with such delightful anticipation.' > 

^ I approve tlie plan very much,' said Mr Mellville i * I 
have but one objection to becoming acquainted with your 
sister, and that is because she is married ; but I am not 
the master here, here is the mistress of the house.' 

Adelaide expressed her approbation in full of the plan, 
and on the following day a letter was despatched by post, 
bidding them to the wedding; and telling them that the 
sti^iger from abroad who had purchased the house, had 
li ver}' amiable niece to whom he was about to be united, 
and who joined with hhn in the invitation, and that he^ 
would not undertake any description of the lady as he 
wished her to form hei* own opinion when she came to 
see her, lie entreated them to make no delay, and to 
come immediately to the old mansion, without stopping 
m the city, and bring their little one if possible. 

Most sincerely did Eliza rejoice, that her brother had 
found some one to supply the place of their lost Adelaide ! 
for whose uncertain fate she .had bad many bitter mo« 
inents. She knew the delicate health of Sidney made it 
[x^culiarly necessary he should have a kind and tender 
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coaipanion» and though he had chosen a wife from the 
ranks of fashion as appeared, yet she might be such. She 
had merely heard in relation to the present possessors of 
the old house, that they were very faediionable people, 
kepi a world of company, and were thought rich. This 
had been mentioned in a letter from one of her friends, but 
their names were not told. It would have pleased her 
better to hear he had chosen some village maid from his 
own parish, or some other humble spot, for she had no 
opinion of fasliionable women for wives. She knew be- 
sides that the wife of Sidney, unless she possessed an am- 
ple fortune herself, could not expect to live in the enjoy- 
ment of the luxuries of life, and that her brother was op- 
posed from principle to that di^ay of pomp and canity 
which constitutes the happiness of fashionable women. 

* Poor Sidney,' she said to her husband, * has, after a 
life of singular discretion, made an imprudent choice at 
last. She may be what the world calls amiabky but I fear 
she is unsuited for liim.^ 

* Well, don't be borrowing trouble,' tsiid her liusbaiul, 
gaily, ' nor condemn tlie poor girl beforehand, contrary to 
all the rules of charity, which requires you to cover her 
sins^ after you have found them out, not to expose them 
beforehand' 

* We will hope for the best,' returned Eliza, smiling .it 
her husband's reproof ' but at all events we must comply 
with the invitation, or we shall not have a chance to know 
what sort of person she is, and I confess my curiosity is 
quite awakened on the subject.' 

* No doubt of it, no doubt of it,' replied he ; * I never 
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knew a woman with whom that propensity slumbered, so 
we must go, I see, there is no help for it.' 

It was just after twilight, when the carriage which con- 
tained Frederic D , his Eliza and -their Uttle one, 

drove up to the door of the dd mansion. Sidney, who 
was on the lookout, was at the carriage door in a moment, 
and leading his sister in, introduced her to Mr Van Horn, 
who was sitting there. As neither Frederick nor Eliza 
knew that gentleman personally, they immediately con- 
cluded he was the master of the house, particularly as the 
old gentleman fidgeted about to hand them seats, and ve* 
ry cordially welcomed them *to New York.* 

'So, a Dutch girV whispered Frederick, while Eliza 

was laying aside her bonnet and shawl, and disposing of 

little Adelaide's, who, after receiving her uncle's kiss, was 

soon seated on the knee of Mr Van Horn. 

« 

* NoviT dear Sidney,' said Eliza in a low voice, ' I hope 
you mean to let us see the lady..' 

* She will be here presently,' he replied ; * I am most 
anxious, to introduce those who I hope will be sisters in 
afiection.' A shade passed Qver the brow of ETiza^ and she 
sighed deeply as she remembered the moment when Sid- 
ney placed the weeping Adelaide in her arms the day be- 
fore his departure, and said,^ 'be sisters,' and she mentally 
exclaimed, *oh, that she might be like her.' 

Adelaide had just entered unperceived fromadoortliat 
opened bsu^k of the chair where Eliza had chanced to 
seat herself, and Frederick, who had been thinking all the 
time of a short, plump Dutch girl, wassurve)dng her with 
looks of lively admiration. 

24* 
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* She IB here, sister/ said Sidney, and Eliza hastily ris- 
ing, turned and beheld her long lost friend; a piercing 
Fhriek, as she caught her to her bosom, rung through eve- 
ry room in the mansion, Bnd brought even the servants in- 
to tlic room to ascertain the cause. The little girl was 
terrified even to tears^ and in hjci there was no one present 
who did not shed more or less on the occasion. Tlie un- 
cle, who always shunned excitement of all kinds, in the 
meantime kept himself aloof until the hysterical laughitig 

and crying of Mrs D was over. He had been quite 

distressed before, as he said, * for fear he should fall in 
love with Mrs D— ,* but he was entirely relieved now, 
«8 he protested * he could never love a woman with all 
the perfections of an Angel, if she had hysterics,' he now 
however advanced, and was introduced by Adelaide as her 
uncle. 

* Why I tliought tliis gentleman was your uncle,' said 
she, looking at Mr Van Horn, * is it possible you can have 
an uncle so yc«ng and— and * 

* And handsome,' said Frederic, * I su{^x»e you would 
say, if I were not present.' 

In the course of conversation on that interesting evening, 
the affiiir of the better was discussed and explained, and 
Adelaide thanked Frederic for the home she had under- 
stood he offered her, tliough she had the misfortune t>ien 
10 remain in ignorance of Ids kindness. 

* It was ordered by Providence, I believe,' observed her 
uncle, * that you shouki not leave that family imtil thfe 
measure of their iniquities was filled up.'' 

During the week that preparations were making for tlie 
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nuptials of Adelaide, she was very greatly surprised by a 
call from Mr and Mrs Malcomb, the West Indians, with 
whom she became acquainted at Washington. They had 
just arrived at New York, and she expressed her surprise 
they could have found her so soon, for Mrs Malcopib 
said she had flown to embrace her almost as soon as they 
landed. 

* We brought your direction from Washington,' said 
she ; * the gentleman who used to employ Mr Holbey in- 
formed us from time to time of your welfare, and when 
we came away, furnished us with the direction to your 
house. He appeared much pleased when speaking of 
your present happy situation. That Mr is an ex- 
cellent man I think, of course you are well acquainted 
with him.' 

.* Not at all,' said Adelaide, ' I never saw him but once, 
and that was the night before Mr Holbey's departure froiia 
Washington.' 

^ It was rumored,^ said Mr Malcomb, that Mr Holbejr^ii 
sudden departure was occasioned by a disagreement witk 

Mr ^ but he never said any thing on the subject, 

80 we suppose it was a mistake. He in^>rmed us of the 
decease of Mrs Holbey, and expressed his fears that her 
journey might fcave hurried it.' 

' That was not the case observed Adelaide, * she was 
much benefitted by it, and I think would have lived some 
time longer, had not domestic afflictions hastened her dis- 
ix^ution. The misconduct of her children I think was the 
ffinal cause of her death, communicated to her as it was m 
the most abrupt and unfeelinj^ manner,' 
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' And in what state of mind,' asked Mrs Malcomb, Mid 
the poor lady die V 

* As she Hved,' replied Adelaide. * The }iabitual frame 
of her mind was a most forlorn one, as perfectly unfavora- 
Ue to religious impressions as possible ; whenever the sub- 
ject was forced upon her attention, she would employ eve- 
ry subterfuge io evade it ; if she said any thing, it was 
usually in the way of cavilling, and it was evident she did 
not wish to speak of the subject at all. That feeling of 
self-righteousness w hich is perhaps the last thing we re- 
nounce, supported her against all the terrors of the Gos- 
pel; its hopes and promises, she persisted, ought to belong 
to sufferers of every descriptiorL I regretted she could not 
have had sonie suitable person to converse with ; her death 
was instantaneous.' 

* Where were the ministcra erf religion \ asked Sidney ; 
where w^-ere you T 

* The ministers of religion she would not see. I have 
nothing to reproach myself with on her account ; she 
would not permit me to talk to her.. I once thought be- 
fore she left Washington^^ her heart was softened, but the 
feeling was transient^ She had> however, Sidney, Moeet 
a,i^d the Prophets, and them she would not hear^' 

* Shocking !' exclaimed Mrs Malcomb, ^but if her death 
was dreadful to her, I hope it may be useful to us« It is 
very rare, I think, that a life of fadiionjable frivohty is 
closed by a hopeful death. May it be a lesson to us all' 

^ And this,' said Adelaide, after Mrs Malcomb had taken 
her leave, * this is the person whom Mrs Holbey made a 
stumbling-block of, protesting if she. had religion, she her- 
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HMlfhady as &he was sure that lady never thought of relig^* 
ion out of church.' 

* What correspondents have you at Washington T asked 
Mr Mellville, * they seem very well acquainted with our 
affairs there.^ 

None, sir,* said his niece, * either you or I must be per- 
sons of great hnportance I am thinking, to be so well 
known, and she ventured a sidelong glance at Sidney, who 
smiled significantly. 

Mr Mellville had determined upon celebrating the wed- 
ding with some pomp, though against the remonstrances 
of his niece. The Malcomb's were invited enfamile, and 
cardis of invitation despatced in various directions to their 
numerous acquaintance for the evening. The wedding 
was to be solemnized in the morning at St Paul's, and at- 
tended only by their particular friends, and to take place 
on the ensuing week. In the meantime, t!ie Van Horn's, 
who protested they would have one more visit from Ade- 
laide before she was Mrs EJ , had contrived a little 

rural ^te at a country seat of theirs, a short, distance from 
the city. The party was small, consisting only of the par- 
ticular friends of tl>e families, to gratify Sidney, who dis- 
liked large parties, and Adelaide, likewise, who of course 
did not wish for a public display just at this season ; it was 
to be the day before the wedding, and though small, very 
splendid preparations were made to render it tasteful and 
entertaining. * 

The weather being very fine when the day arrived, 
tempted Sidney to drive Adelaide in an open carriage, and 
in passing through the Bowery where they drove very 
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slow, Sidney being in earnest conversation with his fair 
rompanion, she happened to cast her eyes on the opposite 
side of the street, and he saw her color change in a mo- 
menty while grasping his arm, she exclaimed, * Holbey ? 
* Impossible,' said Sidney, following the direction of her 
terrified gknce, he saw several sailors standing near a 
lamp post, but no one that looked like the person in ques- 
tion. 

' What is the matter dear Adelaide,' said he checking 
the horses to a walk, has any thing alarmed you V 

She persisted she liad seen a man in a sailor's dress 
when she first looked that way that so much resembled 
Holbey she could not but believe it was himself and that 
he had immediately disappeared upon seeing her. Sidney 
tried to soothe her terrors by saying it was no way proba- 
ble that Holbey was then in that vicinity, * though I have 
always feared,' said he, * he might return at some future 
time with some plan of revenge. But do not, I entreat 
you, wear such a look of gloom on this happy day whea 
our good old friend has exerted himself so much to enter- 
tain us.* 

It was in vain that Adelaide strove to be cheerful, a 
gloom still clouded her fair brow when they arrived at the 
fine old Dutch mansion that had for so many years been 
flic seat of the Van Horn's, Its singular and antique ap- 
I)earance interested the travellers very much ; constructed 
of very dark brick, its low porches, gable ends without 
number, and heavy cornices of curious carving, could 
not fail to excite much admiration in the guests, and while 
examining it, and promenading in the fine old grove of 
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sycamores in front tbat looked as though they might hare 
been coeval with the first settlement of the country^ our 
heroine for a time appeared to have forgotten all cause for 
uneasiness and alarm, but upon adjourning to the draw- 
ing-room, she once more relapsed into a fit of gloomy ab- 
straction. Sidney himself could not but at length become 
seriously uneasy, and drawing their host apart from the 
company, he related the adventure on the road, and ex- 
pressed some apprehensions that it was possible the malig- 
lignant and revengeful Holbey might be near. Mr Van 
Horn was silent some moments while pondering the sub- 
ject with true Dutch consideration, at length he said — 

* I fear my young friend your suspicions are right. It 
certainly was a most inconsiderate thing to suffer that 
man to go off in the manner he did. I fear me he has got 
to perform some terrible deed yet ; something about him 
seems to assure me he was born for the gallbws.' 

* And if it were not,' returned Sidney, * that what xjoovid 
bring a mcaCa head to the block in any other country, is re- 
garded as nothing in this, he would have suffered his deserts 
long ago ; there is no question but he has been guilty of 
murder in intention,* ^ 

* Yes, of murdering our sweet Adelaide, you mean* I 
believe M ellville has concluded after all that was an idle 
threat.' 

* If he knew what I kpow, he would not consider it so,' 
replied Sidney, * and if she will permit, you shall both 
know sufiicient to convince you, under the seal of secrecy, 
however.' 

Adelaide was now called out, and gave permission to 
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Sidney to develope as much of the proceedings at Wash* 
ington as he thought fit, and lie thought proper to giye a 
candid and detailed account of the whole transactioOi 
though, as he said before, under the seal of secrecy. Noth- 
ing could exceed the astonishment of both the gentlemen, 
but Mr Mellville still endeavored to allay their apprehen- 
sions by the improbability of his being in their vicinity; he 
had once heard of his arrival at New Orleans, and bis 
overseer had written he was safe at the plantation, and 
iieemed quite pleased and contented with his situation, 
and appeared to have no desire to walk beyond its boun- 
daries. 

'And is that all? exclaimed the astonished Mr Van 
Horn ; ' has such a villain been permitted to go out with- 
out irons, and have tlie liberty of strolling about the coun- 
try when he gets there 1 I lay my life^he is here.' 

The countenance of Mr Mellville fell, still he contended 
he could have no motive or wish to return but revenge, 
and no possible means to get here, being entirely destitute 
of money and credit too, with no friends here, and nothing 
but shame and poverty to come to. 

Still their host argued revenge might bring him, and 
means might be contrived, and urged his friend to summon 
some of the police to search for him. 

' I will to-morrow go myself and engage the fellow^ 
who first apprehended him to search, they would know 
him again, and do it wholly to satisfy you and my niece, 
for I do not yet believe he is here ' 

* Send now,' said their host, * to-morrow may be too 
late.' 
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* To see him, I think it would,' said Mr Mellville, * for 
he is not here depend upon it,' so saying he led the way 
hbuck to the draWing-^oom, whispering his niece, ^ not to 
lode gloomy, for what she feared, was impossible,' and 
Sidbey and their host, if not convinced, thought fit to drop 
the subject for the present, afid endeavor to reassure Ade- 
laide. Ti'anquility being once more restored, the compa- 
ny proceeded to partake of the sumptuous feast (prepared 
for them. In the evening Mi* Van Horn invited his guests 
tp an alcove in the garden, with theintention of surprising 
them with the music of a band which he had stationed in 
boats at a little distance from the shore. The walk to 
this spot was deUghtful ; the air was a perfect calm, and 
the moonbeams rested on the beautiful cove, where here 
and there a white sail half furled of some vessel at anchor, 
announced the labors of these fresh water sailors were 
done for that day. Suddenly the soft, sweet notes of the 
ye4)er Hynm, as it came across the water and floated <m 
the air, seemed like celestial music. Sidney and Adelaide 
had strolled to the extremity of the garden, which was 
edged with willowy and seating her on a little rustic 
bench, he took his station beside her, and as she listened 
entranc-ed with her fine eyes raised towards heaven, he 
thought he had never seen a human countenance of such 
seraphic expression. A sudden and suspicious movement 
in some bushes near, caused her suddenly to start from 
her seat, and instinctively grasping at Sidney, he folded 
his arms about her, while at the same instant a pistol ball 
came whizzing through the air, and a piercing shriek 
fnxn Adelaide ai^ she sunk to the earth by her lover's side, 

25 
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announced it bad taken fatal aim. A little bo^t, so small 
as to have escaped obeervation, immediately shot from 
beneath the pendant boughs of a willow which hung over 
the water's edge. The assassin ^ung and made for the 
akifl^ but a mighty arm arrested his progress, and tugging 
for life, he drew the person who had seized him out upon 
a kind of platform that extended about twenty feet into 
the river. 

^ Save my uncle !' groaned Adelaide, as she raised her 
bead momentally from the ground and beheld the deadly 

combat, * let not all I love on earth be mur ^ the word« 

died on her quivering lips, and she relapsed into a swooii 
as a heavy plunge over the cap-log announced that one at 
least had taken liis final leap. 

By this time the whole company had reached the 
ground, and every eye was at once directed to the pros- 
trate lovers. The white garments of Adelaide were com- 
pletely drenched in blood, but where it flowed firom they 
were unable to discover. Sidney was apparently lifelesa, 
having fainted immediately, and a greater scene of h(xtw 
and distress could not well be imagined. Mr Van Horn 
of all the party seemed the only one who retained his 
senses; he shouted to the retreating boat, ofTering immenee 
reward to any one who would stop her, while he ordered 
the bodies of tlie hapless pair to be carried immediately 
in. 

As they raised Adelaide gently from the earth, Mellville 
for the first time caught a view of their persons, and rush- 
ing headlong from the platform where he had at last exe- 
cuted signal vengeance, and amplyatonedforhisformerlen- 
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ity, he caught the insensible form of his niece in his arms, 
pressing liis lips to hers, and conjuring her to live, with all 
the wildest and most extravagant demonstrations of grief. 
Meanwhile Sidney was borne into the house, and his coat 
being removed, it was found the ball had penetrated the 
fleshy part of his arm and lodged in the shoulder ; the 
pain of removing the clothes recovered him from the swoon, 
and by proper restoratives he was soon enabled to speak ; 
his fifsi words were to enquire after Adelaide. Eliza, who 
really thought it was all over with that dear sister of her 
heart, unable to answer, burst into tears. Adelaide, how- 
ever, was unhurt, and recovered partially from her faint- 
ing in bringing her into the house. She was borne into the 
next room where Sidney was, and laid on a coucli ; here 
the first sound she distinguished was tlie ^nquiiy from 
€ome one in the room, if Sidney was mortally wounded ; 
Miising herself from the couch, weak and exhausted as she 
was, slie insisted 4ipon being conducted to him, and her 
«nc]e, who in vain remonstiated with her, was obhged to 
support her tottering form to the couch where he lay. — '- 
The idea that he was mortally wounded had taken full 
possession of lier imagination, and throwing herself beside 
him, fihe onoe more fainted on his bosom, and it was long 
after his recovery before they convinced her the wound was 
not mortal ; nothing could, however, keep her from being 
near liim. A physician and surgeon had been sent for, and 
an alarm given to the police, and the surgeon when he 
arrived, could iK)t for some time decide which was the pa- 
tient, so great was the ravages that grief and fear had 
made in her countenance in a few brief hours, that of the 
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two^ one would have been led to suppose her the most in 
need of medical assistance. 

Unable to witness the extraction of the ball, Adelaide 
permitted them to lead her out while that operation was 
performing, but no persuasion could induce her to quit his 
side after that For three days Sidney continued very ill, 
and Adelaide t)ie image of despair, but on the fourth be 
began to mend, and after that his recovery progressed 
rapidly, and he was soon able to be carried back to the 
city. 

Almost the first inquiry of Sidney after his immediate 
danger was over, was'* What had become of Holbey T for 
he could not doubt who the assassin was. 

* He has gone to his place at last,' said Mr Mellville, 
whose habitual mildness gave way at the bare mention of 
his name, * I gave him to the fishes, but they would ftot 
have him, and he is now buried in the poor-house yard. 
He whose bojundless ambition the world could not have 
satisfied, who aimed at the highest place in all companies, 
and who would have sacrificed innumerable lives to hii^ 
own aggrandizement, and did in reality sacrifice his own 
soul, has made his grave with the refuse of society. I 
shall never forget the Satanic glance he gave me, when 
after I had hurled him in the flashing waters, he xo&e 
again, and grasping my feet, sought to caiTy me dowa 
with him ; I gave him a blow that released me, and sent 
him a few yards further ; he rose once more, and had he 
been grappling with all the fiends of darkness, his counte* 
nance could not have exhibited gixjater horror or fiercer 
tortures.' 
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* rU lay my life/ said Mr Van Horn, ' that whatever he 
lived, he did not die An unbeliever ; his look, and it was 
the only glimpse I had of his countenance^ forcibly remind- 
ed me of these lines of Blair : 

' In that dread moment how the frantic soid 
Raves round the walla of her clay tenement, 
Rons -to each avenue and shrieks for help, 
Bot shrieks in vain.' 

'Oil, what must have been the horror of his soul at that 
dreadful moment !' said Sidney, * what visions of futurity 
must have broke upon his view even in the brief space of 
a moment. The great judge of quick and dead about to 
sit in judgment on his soul^-^is past life, the violated law 
of God, all, all in awful array against him, surely a whole 
life of gratified ambition would have been dearly purchas- 
ed by the horrors of such a death,* 

' His body,' said Mr Mellville, ' was taken up a little 
hAow here, and identified as the person who fired the pis- 
tol. No other recognition was made known, and as no 
one appeared to claim it, it was given to the physicians. 
What use they made of it I cannot tell, if any ; the one 
who visits here informed me where he was buried.' 

^Ob, never, never can I forgive myself,' said Adelaide, 
* my rashness had nearly cost the peace of my whole life; 
let no one after this trifle with the resentful passions of 
such a monster ; but who would have thought he would 
have taken such measures to compass his revenge.' 

*As you appear so very sensible of it,' said Sidney, * 1 
shall say but little ; but I had reserved a severe lecture for 
you, previous to this, I had some suspicion that, un- 
known to yourself, a feeling of revenge had prompted you 
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t4> make the disclosuxe tohim you did. It was every way 
wrong and imprudent In the first place, it was not only 
trifling with your own life, for he might have murdered 
you on the spot; but it was also uograteful to those who 
had given you a pledge it should not be known, and for 
aught you know* robbed justice of its due in order to se- 
cure your person, or at least that might have operated as 
one power^ motive. I am thus phun with you, dearest 
Adelaide, as an earnest of what I mean to bo— »your spir- 
itual as well as ten^ral friend The human heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and frequently betrays us into 
things where the hidden motive is unknown to ourselves. 
Charming as I think you,' said he, taking her hand af- 
fectionately in his, ^ you know I do not believe there is 
any perfection here below.' 

* You are perfect in sincerity, at least,* said she smiling, 
* but I deserve it all, aiui feel very ha|^y, you may be oj^ 
«ured, to come off so,' 



CHAPTER XX. 

*A matchless pair» 
With «q[ual virtue formed and equal grace.' 

Thampson'i S^oiumm. 



The day at length arrived that was io unite the fate <^ 
Sidney and his Adelaide. The marriage had necessarily 
i)een postponed a few weeks on account of the distressing 
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affidr mentioned in the preceding chapter. Sidney was 
9lill convalescent, but as he insisted that it should be put 
off no longer, and as Adelaide did not object, itwasacs- 
cordingly celebrated. The day before the ceremony, a 
sealed paper was delivered to Adelaide from an imknown 
hand, that contained an elegant set of pearls, attached to 
which was a medallion containing a lock of hair. On the 
reverse was inscribed the words * Integrity — ^Patriotism.' 

The eyes of Adelaide eparkled with delight as she exeu 
mined this bridal gift, which was much admired by all 
present, and much mote did they admire at the sly meth* 
od her uncle had taken to bestow it ; for to him they all 
attributed it He however stoutly denied having any 
hand in it, and said he had reserved liis present for the 
next evening. 

On the momiog of the succeeding day the chaimiBg 
Adelaide gave her himd to Sidney, on the spot where sbe 
had first aeexk him seven years before, having prevailed on 
her uncle to cbaage the place to T ' ■ ■ Church for that 
very purpose. 

The bride appeared in pure white, with no omamettt 
except the set of pearls necklace, while the interestmg and 
^elegant appearance of Sidney was rather heightened thaxi 
diminished by a eilk scarf which Adelaide liad wrapped 
his arm in, aiyi tastefully fastened around his neck« They 
all complimented him upon the improvement it made in 
his looks, but there was much sport after returning, cau^ 
jMd by the questioQ 4oin<)ne of the spectators, who will 
happen in on such oecaflionft, * wh^her the Parson bad 
.had DM o^ 0^ AoKor lately «' 
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The late uuhaf^y occurrence had caused Mr Mellville 
to alter his plan of celebrating the wedding in such pomj^ 
as he had planned before, and the idea of the evening 
party was given up, much to the gratification of the bride 
and bridegroom, and the real friends who were present.— 
In the evening Mr Mellville said he had waited to make 
liis present thus long, in order to have the pleasure of ad- 
dressing the bride by her new nan)e, and stepping grace- 
fully across the room he presented her with a sealed paper 
which he drew from his bosom, saying, ' with this accept 
my blessing and fervent wishes for your happiness.' For 
a few moments his niece was unable to break the seal, but 
at length opening it, she found it contauied a draft for ten 
thousand dollars. 

* My dear imcle,' said the sweet bride, springing across 
the room and throwing her arms around his nedc, ^ this 
is too much ; I shall be too rich, to be loved by two such 
beings and hav« all this money beside.' 

The simplicity of the speech caused a general smile, 
while Sidney, taking up the paper which m the vehe- 
mence of her movements she had tlirown oa the floor, se- 
riously addressed Mr Mellville with, * my dear sir, you are 
too good ; had you not better reserve this till you see what 
use we make of your former kind bounties ? I really fear, 
as Adelaide says, we shall be too rich,^ and the tears stood 
trembling in his «yes. 

*Be assured, my good nephew,' said the uncle, forcing 
the paper back into his hand, ^ I shall not impoverish my* 
self; I am too selfish for that, and nothing can give me 
ec^ual pleasure to seeing you both enjoying the good things 
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of this life. It would be a small favor in my opinion to 
bestow a fine house and nothing to support it with. This 
will at least make a beginning. As to the use you make 
of wealth, the integrity that fed you to part with your pa^ 
temal estate, rather than distress one who had lent his 
propeity upon the good faith of your fether^s security, is 
sufficient evidence for you. I have known many a man 
esteemed honest in other things, seek to shuffle off a debt 
of this kind, and think almost any decepti(»i lawful; what 
loose notions they must have of honesty and morality, I 
will not now say. It is sufficient that if you had done it, 
Adelaide would never have been yours with my consent. 
We have all preserved our integiity, and still have 
enough of the good thiugs of this life, and as a beginning, 
let's to supper, for I assure you the events of this day have 
given me an excellent appetite,' so saying he led the way 
to the supper room, where a plentiful repast awaited them, 
and many toasts were drank to the health of the bride 
and bridegi'oom. 

A few days after the wedding, Sidney and his wife, ac- 
companied by Mr Mellville, took their departure from the 
city for the Church in tlie mountains, and were cordially 
welcomed by the expecting people, with whom the s^^'eet 
and gentle manners of Adelaide were much admired, and 
their Pastor warmly congratulated upon the choice he had 
made. The calm and peace of this secluded vale was a 
sweet relief to one who 3':oung as she was, had long been 
weary of the bustle of the world ; the mountains that 
bounded her prospect, bounded her wislies also. The life 
«hc led here was exactly adapted to her taste, and such 



S9S ARISTOCRACY. OR 

as she had delighted to anticipate ever since she had firA 
contemplated becoming the wife of Sidney. Habitually 
simple minded, she wished for no distinctions beyond what 
the love of her family and the esteem of her friends con- 
ferred, and she now looked forward to spending her le- 
maining days in the seclusion of her cherished home ; and 
here perhaps we ought to leave her, in the enjoyment 
of every coveted blessing. Here properly our story 
ends, but as we know that many of our readers will be 
anxious to know what wets the future life of one whose 
earlier pilgrimage was marked by such peculiar trials, we 
will endeavor to relate all that came to our knowledge re- 
pecting this interesting family in subsequent life, tliougk 
we can only give a rapid sketch in 

CONCLUSION. 

The health of Sidney was yet delicate, somiuch so, that 
he was obliged to give up his Parish for the winter, and 
spend it- in their city residence ; the effect of mountain air 
on weak lungs, added to the exposure he was necessitated 
K> bear, compelled this. He was confined much of the 
(if no to the house during this winter, and the impractica- 
bility of his mingling with much society gradually wean- 
ed Mr Mellville fiom it ; besides he had now a companion 
of his own eex in the family whose society he felt to be 
vastly superior to most of those found in the circles of 
fashion. Sidney labored to, and was successfuU in con- 
vincing him, that the fashionable dissipation he had for- 
merly indulged in was as repugnant to plain republican 
simplicity, as to the precepts of our holy religion. 

With great effort Sidney performed the duties of pastor 
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oti the ensuing summer to his little flock, but in the au« 
tumn, his health again decUning, he was persuaded final- 
ly to resign the charge, and Mr Mellville being advised to 
take him to a warmer climate, in the month of October, 
mduced Frederic the husband of Eli^a to remove with his 
family to New York, and leaving the care of his house to 
them, proceeded to embark with Sidney and his wife for 
France. In tliat delightful clitnate they passed the ensu« 
ing three years j with occasional excursions to Italy and 
the Netherlands, and returned by the way of England to 
the United States. We regret to say that though the 
health of Sidney was very much improvedy he was never 
able to preach afterwards ; every thing that requiied any 
exercise of the lungs out of the usual course, never failed 
to bring back those pulmonary symptoms that the great- 
est care could alone keep back. Amiable as our heroine 
was, we see in her case that perfect happiness is not ever 
the lot of such ; her life indeed was little less than one 
continued scene of trial ; her afiections were bound up in 
her husband, and it was her lot year after year to watch 
the variations of his health with that restless assiduity 
that woman only knows, who loves as she did. His pro- 
fession was reluctantly abandoned, though with that faa^ 
bitual resignation to the Divine wilHhat ever marked his 
conduct. 

Durmg their three years residence abroad, they had 
two children ; one of them, born in the Netherlands^ Ade* 
laide presented to Mr Van Horn on her return, as a real 
Dutchman. Little Edward was therefore a great fttvmte- 
with the old gentleman, and particularly distinguished by 
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liini fcom the other boys, though habitually fond of chil- 
dren, he loved them all. 

It is frequently remarked that valetudinarians live lon- 
ger tlian persons of robust constitution, and Mr Mellville 
used to teU Sidney often, * that he had no doubt he would 
live to be an older man tiian himself^ though with a patch- 
ed up constitution/ Whether that is often the case or no^ 
is impossible to say, but Mr Mellville, whose constitution 
seemed to prcmiise to hold out to extreme old age, is now 
no more. He survived the marriage of his niece ten yeare, 
and left his ample fortune to her. The last winter of his 
Ufe was passed with Sidney and his family at New Or- 
leans. It was ^ his merriest and his last,' and doubtless 
hastened his end. Since Uving in the f(unily of Sidney, 
he had learned to be temperate in all things ; he had been 
entirely thrown out of the society of tliose jovial souls who 
once surrounded him in Europe and New Orleans^ but 
once returned to mingle with them again, be found insen- 
sibly his old habits of conviviality return, a proof we ought 
never to feel so sure of a reformation as to trust ourselves 
in the way of former temptations. For the last month of 
his life he extremely regr^ted not having devoted his life 
to the service of his Maker, ' his high endowments of soul 
and l)ody,' as Sidney observed, * had qualified him for ev- 
ery thing that was excellent and truly great,' he died, 
however, in the humble hope of the Publican, and left be- 
hind many pleasing evidences of his state of preparation 
for a happy exchange of worlds, one of which and not tl^e 
least perhaps, was a legacy bequeathed to the two aban- 
doned daughters of Holbey, in case they could be persuad- 
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ed to leave their present evil course of life, and retire to 
some place of seclusion in the country. 

Tliose two unfortunate women, both long since expelled 
from the society of all decent people, had taken a house to- 
gethej-, and abandoned themselves to every species of vice 
almost that could be named. Mrs R was notori- 
ously intemperate, and Augusta, though not addicted to 
that vice, was guilty of almost every other. They had 
now been missing two or three years, and their present 
place of residence could not be traced, yet it was supposed 
they were living. It was not until many months after the 
decease of Mr Mellville that Augusta returned to New 
York. As Adelaide was one evening stepping into a car- 
riage in Broadway, she was accosted by a half clad mis- 
erable looking woman, who seized her gown, exclaiming, 

* Bread, madam — I have not tasted a moutliful in two 
days.' 

The voice made Adelaide start, though from what cause 
tshe could not exactly teU, but as her ears were ever open 
to the cries of distress, and her hand ready to relieve, slie 
stepped back to feel for her purse, and upon putting some 
money into the hand of the suppliant, she recognized the 
wretched Augusta. The recognition w^as mutual, and 

mutually afflictive. The sobs of Mrs lEr^ brought 

several gentlemen to the carriage door, who inquired the 
cause and proffered their assistance. Unwilling to take 
her into the carriage with her children, Mrs E re- 
quested one of the gentlemen to call a hack, and have the 
unfortunate female conveyed to her house ; it was com- 
plied with, and here she nursed and tended the unfortu- 

26 
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hate creature herself, reduced as she was by fafnine ancf 
misery to the last degree of wretchedness, and as soon a^ 
lier health was restored, she acquainted her with the pro- 
vision made for her in the late Mr Mellvllle's Will, an<f 
entreated her to comply with the conditions annexed to 
it. It seems almost incredible that the mention of retire- 
ment should excite anger in a being so desolate atid mis- 
erable, yet it was the case, and for some time she was un- 
able to answer, while the rapid changes in her couTJte- 
nancc announced a strong mental conflict. Adekiide was 
hoping it arose from sensibility and giatitude at such an 
unexpected and unmerited bequest, and was most pain- 
fully disappinted when she spoke. 

' And so,' said she, to gain this paltry pittance, I am to 
i>e mo])ed down in the country, and compelled to pass my 
(lays among a parcel of country boors. I who wais educa- 
ted for the first circles of society.' 

Amazement for a moment deprived Adelaide of speech, 
but she felt herself called upon now to speak plainly ; hith- 
erto Augusta had preser^'ed a sullen silence in presence of 
her cousin, and to all her exhortations to repentance 
and amendment of life, she had rarely returned any an- 
swer whatever. This excellent woman who acted as spir- 
itual as well aS temporal friend to her, imputed this silence 
to shame, and argued well from it, but now she could mifl- 
understand it no longer, and she answered with some spir- 
it— 

* If high notions would keep people from mean actions, 
your life Augusta would have exhibited a different exam- 
ple from what it has done. As it is, the question is not 
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what you Jiave been educated for, or what unhappy no- 
lions miiy have been instilled into your ndnd, but what 
you arc now fit for. The woman who has lived in open 
ilisregard of all the laws of decency and propriety, and of 
all the coamion regulations of morality, is no longer to be 
tolerated mixing with the world ; ii' she can find some 
peaceful spot where she can hide her sorrows and her guilt 
sale from the frowns of the virtuous, firom insult and per- 
secution, it is as much as she can in conscience ask for. — 
Heaven may be appeased upon sincere repentance, but 
the world knows no mercy in such cases.* 

Mr E , as trustee to the sum left, had agreeably 

to the conditions of the Will, found out^a suitable asylum 
for her with a family of farmers of Pennsylvania, where 
she might have enjoyed all the comforts of life without 
clanger of intrusion or molestation from any one, and Ad- 
elaide then informed her of the anangement. Augusta 
asked tliree days to consider of it, which ridiculous as tlic 
ri'quest was, was granted her, though the fanjijy now felt 
ihe greatest repugnance to her longer remaining under 
their rool^ particidarly as they were in daily expectation 
of a visit from Mr Bancroft and family at the time. Noth. 
i;)g l)ecoii:u)g & Cliristian minister had been omitted on the 
j)ai t of Sidney to restore the wanderer then under his roolj, 
hut she was too hardened for argument or persuasion to 
reclaim. At the expiration of three days, however, she 
consented to go, with the proviso of being permitted to 
make her })ayments herself to the persons where she was 
to board, this was at length granted, and at her earnest 
fe(juest^ a half yearly payment given her in advance. Her 
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letters to the family, (persons with whom Sidney was well 
ac(}uainted,) and a seat in the stage secured for the follow- 
ing day, but in the morning of that day it was found she 
had decain[x;d with a young man who had lived in their 
family some time, and whom she had succeeded in cor- 
rupting during her short residence in the same house. 

After tliut period she had the audacity to WTite to Mr 

E several times for money ; this he imiformly re- 

I'used. In three years from that time she was again left 
desiitute and humbled, and set out on her return to claim 
the conditions of the Will, but was drowned in crossing a 
ferry on her way back to New York, Heaven seeing fit to 
reject her late attempts at reformation. 

Mrs R was sought for in vain for several years^ 

but soon after the death of Augusta, was found in one of 
the city hospitals, where she soon after died, being too ill 
to remove. Sidney E » — attended her in her last mo- 
menta, and indulged the hope that she died a penitent. — 
She constantly suflTered great horrors of mind lor the lust 
three montliH of her life, and made the moj?t humble con- 
fe>si()ns of guilt, to Adelaide in particular, and solicited her 
})rayors i\ nd forgiveness. 

The la^^t ever known of the sons of Mr Ilolbey one of 
them was in the State Prison, and the other having run 
away from a vessel lying in the harbor of Matanzas, was 
supi)osed to have joined the pirates. A strange fatality 
seemed in fact to have attended tliis family ; without one 
tixception it seemed as though not one of them could stop 
rfliort of utter ruin. 

It was on the eve of the dei>arture of Sidney and his 
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wke for the south of Europe, several years subsequent to 
thii^, that Adelaide collecting her family of .boys around 
the domestic liearth, recounted to them the history of the 
Holbey\ and urged upon th^n the warning and the mor- 
al of their story, in conclusion she observed— ^ 

' There have been persons who have spoken .of their 
singulai- fate in argument for the doctrine of fatalism, 
wlnle others presumptuously adduced their case as proof 
«f tlie unfailing justice of a Being who has thus taken 
vengeance upon the last of their race, not only for their 
own sins, but for the crimes of some of their immediate 
progenitors. But who that ever took the trouble to trace 
effects to their causes, can believe either one or the other ? 
The whole lives of that unfortunstte family had but one 
object, self-exaltation and aggrandizement. That was their 
being's end and aim. ' To rise in the worlds as they term^ . 
ed it, by whatever means, was inculcated»as the one thing 
needful. It was the sum of all the instruction they re- 
ceived from parental admonition, the object of all their en- 
deavors. It must be confessed they finally took strange 
methods to attain it, but here we only see the inconsisten- 
cy of idle ambition, and I wish to convince you on this oc- 
casion, niy dear children, that all ambition is not only idle 
but sinful and dangerous, and every feeling that exalts 
you in your own opinion above your fellow men, to be 
sliunned. 

The distinctions of virtue, of intellect, and of education, 
though highly desirable in themselves, should not be 
sotight with the mean motive of exalting us above others ; 
Avhocvcr feels his superiority even on the score of, his vir- 

26* 
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lues, let him beware ; already that virtue totters ; for the 
only thing which can give stabiUty to it, is humility. In 
reality the more we know of our own hearts the more 
cause we shall see to be humble, the more learning we 
jx)r«ses3 the more we l)CCome acquainted with our own ig- 
norance. And as to the pride of intellect, who has made 
us to differ in this resj^ect, hew arc w*e sure of the possess- 
ion of this superiority even for a day 1 a very slight cir- 
cumstance may overturn tlie whole fabric of reason, and 
i'ompletcly prostrate all our mental faculties. Of what 
then can we venture to be proud? Of what distinction 
shall we be ambitious 1 Beauty is fading — riches take 
wings — reputation is precarious-^— our reason imstable— 
and friends more uncertain than all tlie rest^' 

Thus reasoned the pious and intellectual mother, who 
had been recounting, w^ith the history, the particulars of 
her own eventfid life ; far dilFeicnt was her language when 
speaking of herself, from what others would have used of 
her ; she did not aiTogate to herself the least merit, that 
slie was not like those whom she described, and particu- 
larly unlike that unhappy family, whom the besom of dc- 
stiiiction iKid swept from the eartli. 

' Their fate my dear children,' she added, * I wish you 
never to forget, was occasioned, next to a bad education, 
by an indulgence of feelings, which reason and rehgion 
both condemn. Not to think of ourselves more highly 
than we ouglit totliink, and for each to esteem others 
belter than himself, arc maxims laid down in that holy 
hook, which uxi profess to take as our guide, and they can- 
not l>e too often meditated upon. 
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' Thai pride^ my children, which impels ihc ambitious? 
lew to seek the reigns of power at whatever cost, in order 
to lord it over the ignorant many ; which disposes men to 
trample upon the dearest rights of the people, and upon 
the people too ; to aggrandize themselves, and enjoy the 
transports of tyranny and the pleasures of domination, in 
governments is termed aristocracy^ and of all the evils 
w^ith which a nation can be afflicted, it certainly is the 
greatest. I need not refer you to the hist or}' of feudal 
times in the old countries, nor even to the past liistory of . 
our own, its present state must convince every rational 
mhid that the secret w^orking of this principle is the bane 
of national happiness. The continual struggles of a few 
to gain supreme power, is and ever has been a drawback 
to our happiness as a people. 

^ True we are the most favored nation upon the fece of 
the globe, and what prevents our realizing it ? The in- 
trigues of the ambitidik^ — the continued system of maneu- 
vreing practiced, and the cloud of dust which its turmoils 
continue to raise, to blind men's eyes, alone prevents our 
seeing and realizing it. You see then that this princi- * 
pie in a national point of view is a great evil ; you see that 
it stops at nothing — that to blast the character of a politi- 
cal opponent, it will stoop to every meanness* and utter 
any falsehood. That there cannot be a candidate set up 

*One of the most astonishing proofs of this is to be found 
in the life of the Empress Josephine. An English writer 
who has lately pubHshed her life, confesses that the slan* 
ders circulated against her, were invented by the British 
•GoverRiuent, n^x that they coirkl have had any tiling against 
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for any office in the gift of the people, let his former Jifb 
and character have been what it may, but he is immedi- 
ately accused of every sort of crime. If tliey do not rep- 
resent him as ignorant, lUiterate, and totally incompetent 
to the duties of office, why then he is sly, subtle, and de- 
signing — a man to be feared and dreaded, aiid guilty of 
every sort of vice. No matter where his former life has 
been passed, wJiether in pluhsophk shades m study and re-* 
tircment, or in the tentedfield — no matter what services he 
may have formerly rendered the State, tlrere is no protec- 
tion ag:iinst the unprincipled abuse of aspiring ambition. 

' The meannesses to which nidividuaLs often stoop, for 
promotion in the world, and in order to gain access to 
what is termed good society, (more properly fashionable,) 
are greater we should think, than the lowest minds would 
descend to. Nor is the end proposed a source of any hap- 
piness when attained-^the cravings of ambition, the de- 
mands of pride, are never satisfied. i^Soirie powerful com- 
petitor is always at hand, to poison the cup of happiness. 
Pride and ambition create envy, and envy begets mean- 
ness. It will not hesitate to blast the reputation of any 
who stand in our way, for what else can occasion the sur- 
mises and insinuations we so often hear repeated ? They 
are never directed agaisst inferiority; it is not a person be- 
low us that we censure with such malignity, but those 
whom we feel to be our superiors, either in virtue, talent, 

the 'good Josephine,' he says, but Bonaparte being at the 
head of affairs in France, they wished to couple his nam^ 
with dishonor. Who can read such a confession and not > 
feel his blood curdle with horror. 
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beauty or accomplishnieiits — ^possibly in all. We cannot 
indeed rob hini or her of those rich gifts, but we can per- 
haps destroy their ettraction ; their feme once blasted they 
can do us no injury ; degraded from Ij^e rank in society 
to which they are justly entitled, they will^no longer stand 
in our way and we may possibly rise by their fall. Thus 
reasons envy, whose malignant whispere have driven ma- 
ny a man to suicide and woman to destruction, for the sole 
object of self aggrandizement. But behold the day com- 
eth that shall bum the proud as an oven ; in the strong 
language of Scripture, * they shall consume as stubble ; 
the Lord shall not leave them root or branch.' Let this 
prophecy, so abundantly fulfilled in the case of the unhap- 
py family whose story I have related, be a warning to you, 
my children, of whom I hope better things. ^ 

* Bear in mind the parting advice of an affectionate 
Miother; to you my sons your country may hereafter look 
for an example, and she who now urges you to become 
such, remember has suffered mucli for the principles she 
endeavours to inculcate. You will not I trust misunder- 
stand me, in what I have said on the subject of pride ; hu- 
iniUty does not teach us to seek low and vulgar associates. 
The fawning obsequiousness of ignorance and vulgarity, 
are disgusting to persons of true humility ; to he pleased 
with such, argues an excess of pride. I wish you to prize 
the society of persons of true refinement, and to seek by 
ever}" means in your power to augment the number of 
such. Our country can boast of many such, and they, 
clo'hed in the humility of the gospel, and living in mod- 
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eratioii and in republican simplicity of manners^ are iho 
salt that preserves us as a natioa. To them we look to 
check the tide of corruption and extravagance, that threat* 
«ns to bear all be^e it. While such remain, and the 
blessings of education are so widely disseminated among 
us, there is no danger of our becoming an enslaved people^ 
though an unquiet one I fear we shall ever be.' 

The declining health of Sidney once more compelled 
him to seek a prolonged existence on the shores of Europe. 
Hitherto they had taken their little family with them 
when compelled to reside abroad ; but they hod now arri- 
ved at an age when the pernicious tendency of foreign 
manners was to Jbe dr^uidcd ; and this more than Roman 
nx)thcr, tlie heroic Adelaide, chose rather to endure sepiu 
raypn from those beloved objects, than subject them to 
»uch a trial. 

The weak lungs of Mr E had for some time prc- 

v<?nted his giving verbal instruction to his cliildren, and 
ujwii Adelaide the task had mainly devolved. In leaving 
tlieir country again, they had assigned the care of their 
d(»ar ones to Frederic and Eliza, persons of whose princi- 
ples, or con»petency for the charge they could have no 
doubt. Believing that her own want of fortitude woukl 
materially distress her husband, Adelaide fobore all emo- 
tions at patring. *My dear and venerable friend, said she 
to Mr Van Horn, love my children as you have loved me;' 
and to her children, after giving them some general in- 
fitniction respcctitigiheir conduct and deportment, f^hc ad- 
dled, and it was her last words to them — 
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* And remember above all things not to be high minded.' 
At th€ extremity of the pier stood Frederic holding by 

the hand, the weeping children, and close beside him the 
venerable Mr Van Homy his white tocks flowing in the 
tireeze, and waving his hat to the depailin^ vessel, while 
interrupted by many a sob he said, 

* I shall no more behold yon matchless pair ! ere seas , 
ahall cease to roll between us, I shall be numbered with 
the dead ; but you will never, never, forget me — ^ he ad- 
ded trying to dry his tears, and taking a hand of his favor- 
ite little Edward to lead him home. 

His predictions werd just ; as he survived the departure 
ofhis friends onlv a few months: but he had lived to a 
good old age, and he decended to his grave in peace; 
His life and death furnished a strong contrast to that of 
Mr Holbey with w^iom he had once been so intimate. A 
steady patriot, an honest man, and a christian, be died the 
death of the righteous, and tbe turf that covered his mor- 
tal remains, w^as hallowed by the tears of the virtuous. 

But virtue is not to seek, or to find its greatest reward 
en tliis earth. There is a place reserved for the righteous 
where it is not only to attain its highest state of perfection • 
but to enjoy its highest felicity likewise, to this abode the 
just look forward wnth longing desires ; the hope of this 
inheritance lights the darkness of their way through the 
thorny paths of life's pilgrimage, shall it then be a subject 
of grief when they are early called to take possesrion of 
it 1 It ought not to be so, though the loss of sucboi doub- 
ly felt by survivers. 
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The virtuous and exemplary pair whose fitory hasrbeeii 
related here in connexion with that of the Molbey's, are 
now no more, tliey have been dead several years. They 
did not even survive their excellent friend Mr Van Horn 
whose aged eyes were called to weep over their los^ be* 
fore he departed himself. It can be of little coiise- 
queuce to the reader in what way, or by what disease 
they died, or by what singular providence they died to- 
gether. Adelaide always thought it would be so, a^ she 
felt the nioment that deprived her of Sidney would end 
her mortal existence, and often made that remark to Eli- 
za ; her words proved true. But \Vhether it was by the 
lingering disease that had so long afflicted Sidney that he 
died, and his wife of a broken heart — whether they fell 
victims to some terrible disease peculiar to a foreign cli- 
mate, or whether they perished m the fated JlJhum we do 
not think it proper to state ; that they have assuredly left 
this earth is certain, and left, it may be safely added few 
equals behind them. The betrayer of treason^ has noth- 
ing now to dread, from the pistol of the desperado, or the 
swoid of the assassin ; for she rests with God, but-^ 

* Where shall the traitor rest? 

43hame and dishonor sit by his grave ev^r, 
Blessings shall hallow it — never, Oh never !* 
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